
I
f you sense an unexplainable peace from gardening, this Bible is  
for you! The language of seeds, cultivation, growth, and gardens  
all speak the ways and wisdom of God. This Bible will take you  

into a deeper relationship, contemplating soil and soul with the  
One who created gardening. 

The NIV God’s Word for Gardeners Bible will inspire 
you to seek God in a personal way through informative 
essays, devotional readings, and prayers that explore the 
nature of the gardener’s work, the rewards of gardening, 
the influence of seasons and weather, and the joy of 
the harvest. In this Bible you will also find landscape-
themed pages highlighting the main gardens and 
regions in which the events in the Bible took place. 

Draw near to the One whose garden is planted with 
delight—in you! God will meet you personally in your 
garden, and his, through:

•  260 daily and 52 weekend readings arranged in weekly 
themes and placed near relevant passages in the Bible to explore the persistent 
and positive metaphors of gardens and gardening 

• Special sections on the Garden of Eden, Jesus’ Last-Supper teaching on the vine, 
and the Book of Revelation’s urban gardens

• Topical Index focused on garden-interest topics (for 52 weeks)

Shelley S. Cramm is a suburban 

mom who has found the Word of God to 

be completely useful and practical in her 

everyday life—not to mention delightfully 

fun! Her background includes work in 

architectural and garden design, as well as 

involvement in local Bible study groups, 

Moms in Prayer and Moms of Preschoolers 

ministries. Inspiration to write a gardener’s 

Bible grew out of a routine of morning 

journaling and an enduring hope to finish 

up the laundry and get out to the garden. 

Shelley and her husband Topher have five 

children and live in Irving, Texas. Follow 

more of this marvelous journey at  

www.gardeninDelight.com. 
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2

Now the earth was formless and empty.  ~ G e n e s i s  1 : 2

=

Read: Genesis 1:2
PanoRamic View: Genesis 2:8; Job 36:22 – 37:24; isaiah 45:18

Before God created the garden, the earth was “formless and empty” (Genesis 1:2). To a 
gardener, formless implies unpruned, unshaped, unguided, untended. As with a load 

of mulch dumped on the driveway, the earth had resources and possibility but no formal 
direction; it existed in a useless or unused state. A formless fruit tree, lacking the strength 
and vigor gained through pruning, will not bear to its potential. Furthermore, a formless 
or ill-shapen tree in the landscape makes gardeners restless and crazy for their clippers. 
A pile of mulch starts them walking for the wheelbarrow before they even form a thought. 
Formlessness does not last long in the presence of a gardener.

To a gardener, an empty garden bed opens up opportunities to try a new cultivar or 
to divide a prolific perennial or to place a garden bench — or to do all of the above. At 
the very least, the emptiness prompts us to prepare the bed with manure for something 
to grow next season. One way or another, we are compelled to fill the emptiness, to do 
something with the space. Thus the words formless and empty strike a challenge in our 
gardeners’ hearts to act — and to do so with urgency, not to mention excitement.

A yard was just a place; a garden was somehow more specific and, best of all as far as 
i was concerned, it was productive: it did something. i wanted something more like 
my grandfather’s garden, a place where i could put my hands on the land and make it 
do things . . . i wanted to dig.  — Michael Pollan, Second Nature, 1991

in relating the beginnings of the earth, God seemed to throw down the gauntlet: 
Formless and empty? Not for long! The yearning discharged in this simple scripture draws 
us toward God’s power and creative force (Job 36:22 – 37:24), foreshadowing his transfor-
mation of the earth to its best potential — planting a garden, of course (Genesis 2:8).

Prayer: O God, you have gripped me in your second sentence! Already anticipa-
tion is stirring deep in my soul, imaging your delight as if you were like me, with 
a shovel and a cool Saturday morning and a blank stretch of bare dirt before me. 
Yet your yard was the whole earth — how fun, to fashion the whole place. You had 
thunder and ice at your disposal, clouds at your command (Job 36:29 – 37:12). You 
created it not to remain empty but to be inhabited (Isaiah 45:18). Lord, may I stop 
and consider your wonders (Job 37:14).

Garden 
Tour

Week 

1
Day 

2

Garden of eden

Garden BeGinninGs

To conTinue your garden Tour, go To page 7 for your nexT daily reading.
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33 genesis 2:23  genesis 1:27

8 Now the Lord God had plant ed a gar
den in the east, in Eden; and  there he put the 
man he had  formed. 9 The Lord God made 
all  kinds of  trees grow out of the  ground —  
 trees that were pleas ing to the eye and good 
for food. In the mid dle of the gar den were the 
tree of life and the tree of the knowl edge of 
good and evil.

10 A riv er wa ter ing the gar den  flowed from 
Eden; from  there it was sep a rat ed into four 
head wa ters. 11 The name of the  first is the 
Pi shon; it  winds  through the en tire land of 
Hav i lah,  where  there is gold. 12 (The gold of 
that land is good; ar o mat ic res in d and onyx 
are also  there.) 13 The name of the sec ond riv
er is the Gi hon; it  winds  through the en tire 
land of Cush. e 14 The name of the  third riv
er is the Ti gris; it runs  along the east side of 
Ash ur. And the  fourth riv er is the Eu phra tes.

15 The Lord God took the man and put 
him in the Gar den of Eden to work it and take 
care of it. 16 And the Lord God com mand ed 
the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in 
the gar den; 17 but you must not eat from the 
tree of the knowl edge of good and evil, for 
when you eat from it you will cer tain ly die.”

18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for 
the man to be  alone. I will make a help er 
suit able for him.”

19 Now the Lord God had  formed out of 
the  ground all the wild an i mals and all the 
 birds in the sky. He  brought them to the man 
to see what he  would name them; and what
ev er the man  called each liv ing crea ture, 
that was its name. 20 So the man gave  names 
to all the live stock, the  birds in the sky and 
all the wild an i mals.

But for Adam f no suit able help er was 
 found. 21 So the Lord God  caused the man 
to fall into a deep  sleep; and  while he was 
sleep ing, he took one of the  man’s ribs g and 
then  closed up the  place with  flesh. 22 Then 
the Lord God made a wom an from the rib h 
he had tak en out of the man, and he  brought 
her to the man.

23 The man said,

  “This is now bone of my bones
  and flesh of my flesh;
  she shall be called ‘woman,’
  for she was taken out of man.”

 27 So God created mankind in his own 
image,

  in the image of God he created them;
  male and female he created them.

    28 God  blessed them and said to 
them, “Be fruit ful and in crease in num
ber; fill the  earth and sub due it. Rule 
over the fish in the sea and the  birds in 
the sky and over ev ery liv ing crea ture 
that  moves on the ground.”

    29 Then God said, “I give you ev
ery seedbear ing  plant on the face of 
the  whole  earth and ev ery tree that 
has  fruit with seed in it. They will be 
 yours for food. 30 And to all the  beasts 
of the  earth and all the  birds in the sky 
and all the crea tures that move along 
the  ground —  ev ery thing that has the 
 breath of life in it —  I give ev ery  green 
 plant for food.” And it was so.

    31 God saw all that he had made, and 
it was very good. And  there was eve
ning, and  there was morn ing —  the 
 sixth day.

2   Thus the heav ens and the  earth were 
com plet ed in all  their vast ar ray.

 2 By the sev enth day God had fin ished the 
work he had been do ing; so on the sev
enth day he rest ed from all his work. 
3 Then God  blessed the sev enth day 
and made it holy, be cause on it he rest
ed from all the work of cre at ing that he 
had done.

Adam and Eve
4 This is the ac count of the heav ens and 

the  earth when they were cre at ed, when the 
Lord God made the  earth and the heav ens.

5 Now no  shrub had yet ap peared on the 
 earth a and no  plant had yet  sprung up, for 
the Lord God had not sent rain on the  earth 
and  there was no one to work the  ground, 
6 but  streams b came up from the  earth and 
wa tered the  whole sur face of the  ground. 
7 Then the Lord God  formed a man c from 
the dust of the  ground and  breathed into his 
nos trils the  breath of life, and the man be
came a liv ing be ing.

a 5 Or land ; also in verse 6    b 6 Or mist    c 7 The Hebrew for man (adam) sounds like and may be 
related to the Hebrew for ground (adamah) ; it is also the name Adam (see verse 20).    d 12 Or good; 
pearls    e 13 Possibly southeast Mesopotamia    f 20 Or the man    g 21 Or took part of the man’s side    
h 22 Or part   

9780310441137_int_01_gen_deut_NIV_gardeners_FINAL.indd   3 12/17/13   12:02 PM



4

landscape

Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden.  
~ G e n e s i s  2 : 8

Read: Genesis 2:8 – 15
PanoRamic View: numbers 24:5 – 7; Psalm 1:2 – 3; 
ezekiel 47:1 – 12

Opening Prayer: God, may the gentle breezes of this perfect garden 
soften and stir my heart. How I hope to be graced by your presence! 
Open up my mind’s eye to your view as I read the descriptions and imag-
ine this tranquil, lovely garden sanctuary. May I see that it was good 
(Genesis 1:12) and thereby grasp your goodness, Lord; bring me rest and 
delight in your Word.

Landscape Location
A mystery veils our view of the first perfect garden, mostly due to its 
elusive location. Prior to the sixteenth century, Christians and Jews 
understood eden to be allegorical, existing somewhere between heaven 
and earth. Martin Luther proposed that the Garden of eden was a real 
place on earth, yet due to the destruction caused by the flood (Genesis 
7), evidence of its location was lost. Of the same era, John Calvin rea-
soned that Mesopotamia was the location due to the scriptural and 
geographical information regarding the Tigris and euphrates Rivers. 
Calvin’s interpretation generally prevails today. in recent years, John 
sailhamer formed a new theory, using the logic of Hebrew transla-
tion and the scriptural narrative to assert that the Garden of eden was 
located in the land promised to Abraham and his descendants, noting 
particularly the similarity of the river boundaries described in Genesis 
2:11 – 14 and 15:18.1 Generally incorporated into each of these ideas are 
the altering effects of God’s curse (3:17 – 19) and/or the flood (7:11 – 12) 
on the landscape since the time that the Lord planted the garden (2:8).

The rivers which run through the garden help the reader situate 
it within the broader confines of the land promised to Abraham. 
in this narrative, the garden of eden represents that lost fellow-
ship between God and human beings — a fellowship which was 
God’s original purpose in creation.

 — John sailhamer, Genesis Unbound, 1996

Trees
Trees are the only plants mentioned in the Garden of eden (2:9). 
Though few details embellish the simple description, here we can 

Garden 
Tour
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1
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Garden of eden

Lay of the Land
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5

continued on next page

imagine a setting imparted with strength and stability. A tree’s  stature and  stateliness 
give us a sense of protection under its branches, a  sheltering quality. Where many trees 
are planted together, their encircling canopies shield us and give a sense of refuge, rest 
and security to the garden space, a sort of sanctuary place. Tree branches, adorned with 
bright fruit, attract our eye upward, lifting our faces toward the sky. Adam and eve must 
have lived with a sense of bountiful wonder, a satiety and awe at the fruit never failing 
(ezekiel 47:12).

Rivers
The only other landscape feature described in the Garden of eden is a river (Genesis 2:10).

The river watered the garden, revealing God’s intent to take care of the trees and 
the benefits of planting trees near streams of water (Psalm 1:2 – 3). Yet water adds a 
dimension to a garden beyond practicality, wrote author Francesca Greenoak. Landscape 
designers today incorporate water features into gardens to reflect the sky’s light, to mir-
ror the textures and colors of the foliage, to complement and deepen the experience of the 
garden space and to add the soothing sound of trickling or splashing water.2 God, the first 
garden designer, did the same, echoed in scripture’s description of beautiful dwelling 
places being “like gardens beside a river” (numbers 24:6).

Rivers move. They have a current that changes and flows; the water is always fresh 
and forceful, oxygenated, sparkling and new. Among the tranquility and protection of the 
trees flowed a dynamic, lively, adventurous element of the garden. eden, though peaceful, 
was not stagnant or confined (isaiah 66:12).

Native Plants
The tree of life (Hebrew, ‘ets chay), planted in the middle of the garden, was to be enjoyed 
like most of the trees in the garden: Adam and eve were free to eat its fruit. The special 
qualities of this tree are more clearly revealed in later Biblical passages, where it is lik-
ened to wisdom (Proverbs 3:18), considered a blessing to all who embrace it. Access to 
the tree of life is awarded to those who are victorious, remaining loyal to God, their first 
love (Revelation 2:7). Fruit from this tree appears to grant eternal life, being perpetually 
renewed, nourished and fulfilled (Proverbs 13:12), and the leaves of the tree give healing 
(Proverbs 15:4; ezekiel 47:12; Revelation 22:2). Though mysterious and inscrutable, this 
tree seems to be a physical representation of continually living in the sweet, sustaining 
love and presence of God.

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Hebrew, ‘ets da’ath towb ra’), also in the 
middle of the garden, was opposite in nature to the tree of life (Genesis 2:9). Unlike the 
tree of life, this tree never again appears in the Word of God.

Ficus carica, the common fig (Hebrew, te’en), is the first tree mentioned in the Garden 
of eden that we cultivate today. A member of the Moraceae family, figs prefer a hot, dry 
summer. Fig fruits are actually fleshy receptacles, with their tiny flowers located within. 
The flowers form tiny fruits, though so small that they appear as seeds inside the flesh. 
The “fruits” are best left to ripen on the tree and once picked are highly perishable.3 Fig 
trees were plentiful in israel (Deuteronomy 8:8), prominent along with grapevines as a 
symbol of blessing and abundance (1 Kings 4:25).

Ficus sycomoros, the sycamore-fig (Hebrew, shaqam), is also a Moraceae family 
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 member from the Mediterranean climate. sycamores grow up to 50 
feet tall, and form massive trunks with low branches, easily climbed 
by Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1 – 6). The trees were plentiful throughout the 
foothills of Jericho and other parts of israel (2 Chronicles 9:27). The 
shade of the enormous trees was a welcome relief to those working 

and journeying through Bible lands, and sycamore timber was widely used and dura-
ble. The sycamore-fig is also called the mulberry-fig. The trees were cultivated for their 
fruit in ancient times, though it was less desirable than the common fig, having a soft 
orange-apricot color, growing on stems directly attached to the trunk, giving it an odd 
 appearance.4
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Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil.  ~ G e n e s i s  4 : 2

=

Read: Genesis 4:2 – 7
FeRtilize with: Genesis 3:17 – 19; Proverbs 28:4 – 7; Hosea 6:6

in the story of the first children born to the first parents just east of the intended gar-
den home, the beauty and devotion of keeping and working the garden turned into 

brute labor — anyone with clay soil can relate here. Cain endured painful work (Genesis 
3:17 – 23), cultivating the arduous soil to produce something from the hard ground. How-
ever, greater heartache ensued when Cain’s offering to the Lord was rejected. Why did the 
Lord find his offering unacceptable? Perhaps sensing the need for cover, as his parents 
had (3:8), Cain hid in his work, the produce representing his own efforts to combat his 
circumstances, the fruit of his own strength.

As Paradise (though of God’s own Planting) was no longer Paradise than the Man 
was put into it, to dress it, and to keep it; so, nor will our Gardens (as near as we can 
contrive them to the resemblance of that blessed Abode) remain long in their perfec-
tion, unless they are also continually cultivated.

 — John evelyn, Kalendarium Hortense: or, the Gard’ners Almanac, 1669

The life lesson revealed in this story shows us that we are not to work the poor soil 
conditions of our lives, so to speak, with all the strength we can muster. God intends for 
us to acknowledge him (Hosea 6:6) — and he will pour out strength, mercy, grace, favor 
and a way to overcome situations where there seems to be no way. simply put, we are not 
to work alone; it leaves us defenseless. “sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have 
you” (Genesis 4:7). Cain did not understand that his desires would invade his heart and 
destroy him; his desires were hunkered down, God explained, ready to lay siege. Had 
Cain sought the Lord in cultivating his offering, he would have been under God’s shelter 
(Psalm 91:1 – 2), well defended against his oppressing sin, fortified through rightful wor-
ship to avoid the snare of his own emotions. He would have been given understanding of 
the true dynamics of the situation, able to do what was right (Proverbs 28:5).

The curse was not for us to prove our own strength; the curse was to make it clear 
to us the humble limits of our efforts, ultimately realizing that the only way for us to act 
beyond our abilities is for God to work through us. Acting alone in his cultivating work, 
Cain became consumed with anger, unleashing his untilled passions on his brother, kill-
ing him. God cultivates right worship in us so that his mercy (Hosea 6:6) will prevail in 
our relationships, guarding them from vengeful acts of hurts and grievance. As John 
evelyn reminds us, it is continual cultivation.
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32 Af ter Noah was 500  years old, he be
came the fa ther of Shem, Ham and Ja pheth.

Wickedness in the World

6 When hu man be ings be gan to in crease 
in num ber on the  earth and daugh ters 

were born to them, 2 the sons of God saw that 
the daugh ters of hu mans were beau ti ful, 
and they mar ried any of them they  chose. 
3 Then the Lord said, “My Spir it will not con
tend with c hu mans for ev er, for they are mor
tal d;  their days will be a hun dred and twen ty 
years.”

4 The Neph i lim were on the  earth in  those 
days —  and also af ter ward —  when the sons 
of God went to the daugh ters of hu mans and 
had chil dren by them. They were the he roes 
of old, men of re nown.

5 The Lord saw how  great the wick ed ness 
of the hu man race had be come on the  earth, 
and that ev ery in cli na tion of the  thoughts of 
the hu man  heart was only evil all the time. 
6 The Lord re gret ted that he had made hu
man be ings on the  earth, and his  heart was 
deep ly trou bled. 7 So the Lord said, “I will 
wipe from the face of the  earth the hu man 
race I have cre at ed —  and with them the an
i mals, the  birds and the crea tures that move 
 along the  ground —  for I re gret that I have 
made them.” 8 But Noah  found fa vor in the 
eyes of the Lord.

Noah and the Flood
9 This is the ac count of Noah and his fam i ly.

Noah was a righ teous man, blame less 
 among the peo ple of his time, and he  walked 
faith ful ly with God. 10 Noah had  three sons: 
Shem, Ham and Ja pheth.

11 Now the  earth was cor rupt in  God’s 
 sight and was full of vi o lence. 12 God saw 
how cor rupt the  earth had be come, for all 
the peo ple on  earth had cor rupt ed  their 
ways. 13 So God said to Noah, “I am go ing to 
put an end to all peo ple, for the  earth is  filled 
with vi o lence be cause of them. I am sure ly 
go ing to de stroy both them and the  earth. 
14 So make your self an ark of cy press e wood; 
make  rooms in it and coat it with  pitch in side 
and out. 15 This is how you are to  build it: The 
ark is to be  three hun dred cu bits long, fif ty 

6 When Seth had  lived 105  years, he be came 
the fa ther a of  Enosh. 7 Af ter he be came the fa
ther of  Enosh, Seth  lived 807  years and had 
oth er sons and daugh ters. 8 Al to geth er, Seth 
 lived a to tal of 912  years, and then he died.

9 When  Enosh had  lived 90  years, he be
came the fa ther of Ke nan. 10 Af ter he be came 
the fa ther of Ke nan,  Enosh  lived 815  years 
and had oth er sons and daugh ters. 11 Al to
geth er,  Enosh  lived a to tal of 905  years, and 
then he died.

12 When Ke nan had  lived 70  years, he be
came the fa ther of Ma ha la lel. 13 Af ter he be
came the fa ther of Ma ha la lel, Ke nan  lived 
840  years and had oth er sons and daugh ters. 
14 Al to geth er, Ke nan  lived a to tal of 910  years, 
and then he died.

15 When Ma ha la lel had  lived 65  years, he 
be came the fa ther of Ja red. 16 Af ter he be
came the fa ther of Ja red, Ma ha la lel  lived 
830  years and had oth er sons and daugh ters. 
17 Al to geth er, Ma ha la lel  lived a to tal of 895 
 years, and then he died.

18 When Ja red had  lived 162  years, he be
came the fa ther of  Enoch. 19 Af ter he be came 
the fa ther of  Enoch, Ja red  lived 800  years and 
had oth er sons and daugh ters. 20 Al to geth er, 
Ja red  lived a to tal of 962  years, and then he 
died.

21 When  Enoch had  lived 65  years, he be
came the fa ther of Me thu se lah. 22 Af ter he 
be came the fa ther of Me thu se lah,  Enoch 
 walked faith ful ly with God 300  years and 
had oth er sons and daugh ters. 23 Al to geth
er,  Enoch  lived a to tal of 365  years. 24 Enoch 
 walked faith ful ly with God; then he was no 
more, be cause God took him away.

25 When Me thu se lah had  lived 187  years, 
he be came the fa ther of La mech. 26 Af ter 
he be came the fa ther of La mech, Me thu se
lah  lived 782  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters. 27 Al to geth er, Me thu se lah  lived a 
to tal of 969  years, and then he died.

28 When La mech had  lived 182  years, he 
had a son. 29 He  named him Noah b and said, 
“He will com fort us in the la bor and pain ful 
toil of our  hands  caused by the  ground the 
Lord has  cursed.” 30 Af ter Noah was born, 
La mech  lived 595  years and had oth er sons 
and daugh ters. 31 Al to geth er, La mech  lived a 
to tal of 777  years, and then he died.

a 6 Father may mean ancestor; also in verses 726.    b 29 Noah sounds like the Hebrew for comfort.    
c 3 Or My spirit will not remain in    d 3 Or corrupt    e 14 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is 
uncertain.    
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 great deep  burst  forth, and the flood gates of 
the heav ens were  opened. 12 And rain fell on 
the  earth for ty days and for ty nights.

13 On that very day Noah and his sons, 
Shem, Ham and Ja pheth, to geth er with his 
wife and the  wives of his  three sons, en tered 
the ark. 14 They had with them ev ery wild 
an i mal ac cord ing to its kind, all live stock 
ac cord ing to  their  kinds, ev ery crea ture that 
 moves  along the  ground ac cord ing to its 
kind and ev ery bird ac cord ing to its kind, ev
ery thing with  wings. 15 Pairs of all crea tures 
that have the  breath of life in them came to 
Noah and en tered the ark. 16 The an i mals go
ing in were male and fe male of ev ery liv ing 
 thing, as God had com mand ed Noah. Then 
the Lord shut him in.

17 For for ty days the  flood kept com ing on 
the  earth, and as the wa ters in creased they 
lift ed the ark high  above the  earth. 18 The 
wa ters rose and in creased great ly on the 
 earth, and the ark float ed on the sur face of 
the wa ter. 19 They rose great ly on the  earth, 
and all the high moun tains un der the en
tire heav ens were cov ered. 20 The wa ters 
rose and cov ered the moun tains to a  depth 
of more than fif teen cu bits. d , e  21 Ev ery liv ing 
 thing that  moved on land per ished —   birds, 
live stock, wild an i mals, all the crea tures 
that  swarm over the  earth, and all man kind. 
22 Ev ery thing on dry land that had the  breath 
of life in its nos trils died. 23 Ev ery liv ing  thing 
on the face of the  earth was  wiped out; peo
ple and an i mals and the crea tures that move 
 along the  ground and the  birds were  wiped 
from the  earth. Only Noah was left, and 
 those with him in the ark.

24 The wa ters flood ed the  earth for a hun
dred and fif ty days.

8 But God re mem bered Noah and all the 
wild an i mals and the live stock that were 

with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over 
the  earth, and the wa ters re ced ed. 2 Now the 
 springs of the deep and the flood gates of the 
heav ens had been  closed, and the rain had 
 stopped fall ing from the sky. 3 The wa ter re
ced ed steadi ly from the  earth. At the end of 
the hun dred and fif ty days the wa ter had 
gone down, 4 and on the sev en teenth day of 
the sev enth  month the ark came to rest on 

cu bits wide and thir ty cu bits high. a 16 Make a 
roof for it, leav ing be low the roof an open ing 
one cu bit b high all  around. c Put a door in the 
side of the ark and make low er, mid dle and 
up per  decks. 17 I am go ing to  bring flood wa
ters on the  earth to de stroy all life un der the 
heav ens, ev ery crea ture that has the  breath 
of life in it. Ev ery thing on  earth will per ish. 
18 But I will es tab lish my cov enant with you, 
and you will en ter the ark —  you and your 
sons and your wife and your sons’  wives 
with you. 19 You are to  bring into the ark two 
of all liv ing crea tures, male and fe male, to 
keep them  alive with you. 20 Two of ev ery 
kind of bird, of ev ery kind of an i mal and of 
ev ery kind of crea ture that  moves  along the 
 ground will come to you to be kept  alive. 
21 You are to take ev ery kind of food that is to 
be eat en and  store it away as food for you and 
for them.”

22 Noah did ev ery thing just as God com
mand ed him.

7 The Lord then said to Noah, “Go into 
the ark, you and your  whole fam i ly, be

cause I have  found you righ teous in this gen
er a tion. 2 Take with you sev en  pairs of ev ery 
kind of  clean an i mal, a male and its mate, 
and one pair of ev ery kind of un clean an
i mal, a male and its mate, 3 and also sev en 
 pairs of ev ery kind of bird, male and fe male, 
to keep  their var i ous  kinds  alive through out 
the  earth. 4 Sev en days from now I will send 
rain on the  earth for for ty days and for ty 
 nights, and I will wipe from the face of the 
 earth ev ery liv ing crea ture I have made.”

5 And Noah did all that the Lord com
mand ed him.

6 Noah was six hun dred  years old when 
the f lood wa ters came on the  earth. 7 And 
Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ 
 wives en tered the ark to es cape the wa ters of 
the  flood. 8 Pairs of  clean and un clean an i
mals, of  birds and of all crea tures that move 
 along the  ground, 9 male and fe male, came to 
Noah and en tered the ark, as God had com
mand ed Noah. 10 And af ter the sev en days 
the flood wa ters came on the earth.

11 In the six hun dredth year of No ah’s 
life, on the sev en teenth day of the sec ond 
 month —  on that day all the  springs of the 

a 15 That is, about 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high or about 135 meters long, 23 meters wide and 
14 meters high    b 16 That is, about 18 inches or about 45 centimeters    c 16 The meaning of the 
Hebrew for this clause is uncertain.    d 20 That is, about 23 feet or about 6.8 meters    e 20 Or rose more 
than fifteen cubits, and the mountains were covered    
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 again will I de stroy all liv ing crea tures, as I 
have done.

 22 “As long as the earth endures,
  seedtime and harvest,
  cold and heat,
  summer and winter,
  day and night
  will never cease.”

God’s Covenant With Noah

9 Then God  blessed Noah and his sons, 
say ing to them, “Be fruit ful and in crease 

in num ber and fill the  earth. 2 The fear and 
 dread of you will fall on all the  beasts of the 
 earth, and on all the  birds in the sky, on ev
ery crea ture that  moves  along the  ground, 
and on all the fish in the sea; they are giv en 
into your  hands. 3 Ev ery thing that  lives and 
 moves about will be food for you. Just as I 
gave you the  green  plants, I now give you ev
ery thing.

4 “But you must not eat meat that has its 
life blood  still in it. 5 And for your life blood 
I will sure ly de mand an ac count ing. I will 
de mand an ac count ing from ev ery an i mal. 
And from each hu man be ing, too, I will de
mand an ac count ing for the life of an oth er 
hu man be ing.

 6 “Whoever sheds human blood,
  by humans shall their blood be shed;
  for in the image of God
  has God made mankind.

7 As for you, be fruit ful and in crease in num
ber; mul ti ply on the  earth and in crease 
upon it.”

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons 
with him: 9 “I now es tab lish my cov enant 
with you and with your de scen dants af ter 
you 10 and with ev ery liv ing crea ture that 
was with you —  the  birds, the live stock and 
all the wild an i mals, all  those that came out 
of the ark with you —  ev ery liv ing crea ture 
on  earth. 11 I es tab lish my cov enant with you: 
Nev er  again will all life be de stroyed by the 
wa ters of a  flood; nev er  again will  there be a 
 flood to de stroy the earth.”

12 And God said, “This is the sign of the 
cov enant I am mak ing be tween me and you 
and ev ery liv ing crea ture with you, a cov
enant for all gen er a tions to come: 13 I have 
set my rain bow in the  clouds, and it will be 

the moun tains of Ar a rat. 5 The wa ters con
tin ued to re cede un til the  tenth  month, and 
on the  first day of the  tenth  month the tops of 
the moun tains be came vis i ble.

6 Af ter for ty days Noah  opened a win dow 
he had made in the ark 7 and sent out a ra ven, 
and it kept fly ing back and  forth un til the 
wa ter had  dried up from the  earth. 8 Then he 
sent out a dove to see if the wa ter had re ced
ed from the sur face of the  ground. 9 But the 
dove  could find no where to  perch be cause 
 there was wa ter over all the sur face of the 
 earth; so it re turned to Noah in the ark. He 
 reached out his hand and took the dove and 
 brought it back to him self in the ark. 10 He 
wait ed sev en more days and  again sent out 
the dove from the ark. 11 When the dove re
turned to him in the eve ning,  there in its 
beak was a fresh ly  plucked ol ive leaf ! Then 
Noah knew that the wa ter had re ced ed from 
the  earth. 12 He wait ed sev en more days and 
sent the dove out  again, but this time it did 
not re turn to him.

13 By the  first day of the  first  month of 
No ah’s six hun dred and  first year, the wa
ter had  dried up from the  earth. Noah then 
re moved the cov er ing from the ark and saw 
that the sur face of the  ground was dry. 14 By 
the twen tysev enth day of the sec ond  month 
the  earth was com plete ly dry.

15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Come out of 
the ark, you and your wife and your sons and 
 their  wives. 17 Bring out ev ery kind of liv ing 
crea ture that is with you —  the  birds, the an
i mals, and all the crea tures that move  along 
the  ground —  so they can mul ti ply on the 
 earth and be fruit ful and in crease in num
ber on it.”

18 So Noah came out, to geth er with his 
sons and his wife and his sons’  wives. 19 All 
the an i mals and all the crea tures that move 
 along the  ground and all the  birds —  ev ery
thing that  moves on land —  came out of the 
ark, one kind af ter an oth er.

20 Then Noah  built an al tar to the Lord 
and, tak ing some of all the  clean an i mals 
and  clean  birds, he sac ri ficed  burnt of fer
ings on it. 21 The Lord  smelled the pleas ing 
aro ma and said in his  heart: “Nev er  again 
will I  curse the  ground be cause of hu mans, 
even  though a ev ery in cli na tion of the hu
man  heart is evil from child hood. And nev er 

a 21 Or humans, for    
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When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak  
was a freshly plucked olive leaf!  ~ G e n e s i s  8 :11

=

Read: Genesis 5:28 — 9:11
FeRtilize with: Leviticus 24:1 – 4; nehemiah 9:25; Psalm 128:1 – 9

The olive tree, Olea europaea (Hebrew, zayith) gives a handsome impression in the 
landscape, full of character, stalwart in its years of continual growth. evergreen 

leaves are a dull, deep green and silvery grey on the underside, creating a visual flicker in 
rustling breezes.1 Creamy white flowers in spring develop into green, oval drupe fruits, 
which in some varieties darken to black or purple in the ripening months of autumn. The 
trunk grows gnarled and twisted, expressing the texture and cragginess of its long life; yet 
new shoots continually sprout from the base of the trunk, providing vigorous and plenti-
ful cuttings for more trees. The olive is a member of the Oleaceae family, and it grows to 
mature height of twenty to twenty-five feet, hardy to zone 9. Fullness is communicated 
through the olive tree’s horticulture. This tree brings out of scant water supply and rug-
ged surroundings a rich, emollient, flavorful and nourishing fruit, blessing the ancient 
household in a full range of ways — olive fruit to eat and oil pressed from the fruit for 
cooking, baking, providing nourishment for skin taut from the arid climate and lighting 
the evening hours as lamp oil, also summoned to light the house of the Lord (Leviticus 
24:1 – 4). The tree itself offered shade in the summer’s heat and a sense of stability in its 
endurance, able to prosper in the dry landscape unendingly.

The olive tree is remarkably tenacious of life and one of the longest-lived and most 
beautiful of all fruit trees.  — Taylor’s Encyclopedia of Gardening, 3rd ed., 1956

noah, who walked with the Lord and remained steadfast in faith amidst a harsh envi-
ronment of evil, violent corruption (Genesis 6:9), stood against his landscape like the 
olive tree, defying wasteland with fruitfulness. An active, vibrant household included 
an olive tree among its important resources, embodying a home and hearth’s abundance 
(nehemiah 9:25; Psalm 128:2 – 4). And so the little olive branch brought back by the dove 
reassured noah (Genesis 8:11) that he would return to peace and prosperity, that he would 
enjoy good things once more and that God’s favor on him would continue. it echoed in 
God’s repetition of his blessing to be fruitful, multiply and fill the earth (Genesis 1:28; 
9:1). God chose a descendant of one of noah’s “olive shoots” (Psalm 128:3), Abram, to 
illuminate the earth with blessing (Genesis 12:1 – 3; nehemiah 9:7) — that is, the Lord’s 
prosperity that comes to all who choose to walk in obedience to him as noah did (Psalm 
128:1 – 2). The ways of peace and abundance prevailed over the evil that had prompted the 
flood, and the dove and the olive branch continue to be symbols of peace today.
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“As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,  
summer and winter, day and night will never cease.”  ~ G e n e s i s  8 : 2 2

=

Read: Genesis 8:22
FeRtilize with: Deuteronomy 16:16 – 17; Joel 2:13 – 24; 1 John 4:16

Why do we cherish tradition? Why do we celebrate at the same time, in the same 
manner, year after year? At the heart of tradition is stability. Through all the 

chaos, unpredictability and upset we endure in our lives — storms or droughts, flooded 
or parched fields, early winter snows or late spring frosts, and all the metaphors these 
imply, financial droughts, tempests of cancer, floods of grief — traditions give a calming 
presence, an anchor for the squalls of life, a tangible tether to the unseen love that sees us 
through. What traditions help secure you? What was your recurring childhood celebra-
tion that offered comfort and joy in its predictability? The Lord knows us intimately and 
knows what we need; and so in the wake of the world’s largest storm ever, he promised 
stability and dependability to noah and his family (Genesis 8:22), as if to say, You may not 
know what the day will bring, Noah, but there will always be a day.

This reminder in God’s Word steadies us as well. The end of winter may seem elusive, 
but it will give way eventually to seed planting in spring. so dramatic are the storms 
and uncertainties of our lives, so terrifying sometimes, yet they are held in balance by 
the constancy we experience in summer and winter, day and night, seedtime and har-
vest — and, more importantly, the faithful Lord who ensures it. God’s promise was cer-
tain to Joel and his contemporaries as they faced drought and desolation of their crops 
(Joel 1:10). The Lord’s reassurance to noah similarly rings through the millennia to his 
people once again; he would surely keep sending the autumn rains to provide water for 
the wheat’s seedtime (Joel 2:21 – 24).

Prayer: Lord, you have an incredible foundation, a rich and blessed continuity, 
rooting our celebrating traditions in the earth’s repetitions. You have amplified 
seedtime and harvest through your decreed festivals (Deuteronomy 16:16 – 17), 
directing attention to the blessings you have poured out, filling your people’s 
lives with a measure of your love (1 John 4:16). I doubt there is a life on this earth 
untouched by a tradition of harvest celebration in some way; even county fairs and 
Labor Day barbeques are remembrances honoring those who have endured the 
hard road before us, celebrating the arrival of something delicious. “Thus far the 
Lord has helped us” (1 Samuel 7:12).
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29 Noah  lived a to tal of 950  years, and then he 
died.

The Table of Nations

10 This is the ac count of Shem, Ham 
and Ja pheth, No ah’s sons, who them

selves had sons af ter the flood.

The Japhethites

 2 The sons c of Ja pheth:
  Go mer, Ma gog, Mad ai, Ja van, Tu bal, 

Me shek and Ti ras.
 3 The sons of Go mer:
  Ash ke naz, Ri phath and To gar mah.
 4 The sons of Ja van:
  Eli shah, Tar shish, the Kit tites and the 

Rod a nites. d 5 (From  these the mar
i time peo ples  spread out into  their 
ter ri to ries by  their  clans with in  their 
na tions, each with its own lan guage.)

The Hamites

 6 The sons of Ham:
  Cush,  Egypt, Put and Ca naan.
 7 The sons of Cush:
  Seba, Hav i lah, Sab tah, Ra a mah and 

Sab te ka.
  The sons of Ra a mah:
  She ba and De dan.

8 Cush was the fa ther e of Nim rod, who be
came a  mighty war rior on the  earth. 9 He was 
a  mighty hunt er be fore the Lord; that is why 
it is said, “Like Nim rod, a  mighty hunt er be
fore the Lord.” 10 The  first cen ters of his king
dom were Bab ylon, Uruk, Ak kad and Kal neh, 
in f Shi nar. g 11 From that land he went to As
syr ia,  where he  built Nin e veh, Re ho both Ir, h 
Ca lah 12 and Re sen,  which is be tween Nin e
veh and Ca lah —   which is the  great city.

 13 Egypt was the fa ther of
  the Lu dites, An a mites, Le ha bites, 

Naph tu hites, 14 Path ru sites, Kas lu
hites (from whom the Phi lis tines 
came) and Caph to rites.

 15 Ca naan was the fa ther of
  Si don his first born, i and of the Hit

tites, 16 Jeb u sites, Am o rites, Gir ga

the sign of the cov enant be tween me and the 
 earth. 14 When ev er I  bring  clouds over the 
 earth and the rain bow ap pears in the  clouds, 
15 I will re mem ber my cov enant be tween me 
and you and all liv ing crea tures of ev ery 
kind. Nev er  again will the wa ters be come a 
 flood to de stroy all life. 16 When ev er the rain
bow ap pears in the  clouds, I will see it and 
re mem ber the ever last ing cov enant be tween 
God and all liv ing crea tures of ev ery kind on 
the earth.”

17 So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of 
the cov enant I have es tab lished be tween me 
and all life on the earth.”

The Sons of Noah
18 The sons of Noah who came out of the 

ark were Shem, Ham and Ja pheth. (Ham was 
the fa ther of Ca naan.) 19 These were the  three 
sons of Noah, and from them came the peo
ple who were scat tered over the  whole earth.

20 Noah, a man of the soil, pro ceed ed a to 
 plant a vine yard. 21 When he  drank some of 
its wine, he be came  drunk and lay un cov
ered in side his tent. 22 Ham, the fa ther of 
Ca naan, saw his fa ther na ked and told his 
two broth ers out side. 23 But Shem and Ja
pheth took a gar ment and laid it  across  their 
shoul ders; then they  walked in back ward 
and cov ered  their fa ther’s na ked body.  Their 
fac es were  turned the oth er way so that they 
 would not see  their fa ther na ked.

24 When Noah  awoke from his wine and 
 found out what his youn gest son had done to 
him, 25 he said,

  “Cursed be Canaan!
  The lowest of slaves
  will he be to his brothers.”

26 He also said,

  “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Shem!
  May Canaan be the slave of Shem.
 27 May God extend Japheth’s b territory;
  may Japheth live in the tents of Shem,
  and may Canaan be the slave of 

Japheth.”

28 Af ter the  f lood Noah  lived 350  years. 

a 20 Or soil, was the first    b 27 Japheth sounds like the Hebrew for extend.    c 2 Sons may mean 
descendants or successors or nations; also in verses 3, 4, 6, 7, 2023, 29 and 31.    d 4 Some manuscripts of 
the Masoretic Text and Samaritan Pentateuch (see also Septuagint and 1 Chron. 1:7); most manuscripts of 
the Masoretic Text Dodanites    e 8 Father may mean ancestor or predecessor or founder; also in verses 13, 
15, 24 and 26.    f 10 Or Uruk and Akkad —  all of them in    g 10 That is, Babylonia    h 11 Or Nineveh 
with its city squares    i 15 Or of the Sidonians, the foremost    
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The Tower of Babel

11 Now the  whole  world had one lan
guage and a com mon  speech. 2 As 

peo ple  moved east ward, e they  found a  plain 
in Shi nar f and set tled there.

3 They said to each oth er, “Come,  let’s 
make  bricks and bake them thor ough ly.” 
They used  brick in stead of  stone, and tar for 
mor tar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us  build 
our selves a city, with a tow er that reach es to 
the heav ens, so that we may make a name 
for our selves; other wise we will be scat tered 
over the face of the  whole earth.”

5 But the Lord came down to see the city 
and the tow er the peo ple were build ing. 
6 The Lord said, “If as one peo ple speak ing 
the same lan guage they have be gun to do 
this, then noth ing they plan to do will be im
pos si ble for them. 7 Come, let us go down and 
con fuse  their lan guage so they will not un
der stand each oth er.”

8 So the Lord scat tered them from  there 
over all the  earth, and they  stopped build
ing the city. 9 That is why it was  called Ba
bel g —  be cause  there the Lord con fused 
the lan guage of the  whole  world. From  there 
the Lord scat tered them over the face of the 
 whole earth.

From Shem to Abram
10 This is the ac count of  Shem’s fam i ly line.

Two  years af ter the  flood, when Shem was 
100  years old, he be came the fa ther h of Ar
phax ad. 11 And af ter he be came the fa ther 
of Ar phax ad, Shem  lived 500  years and had 
oth er sons and daugh ters.

12 When Ar phax ad had  lived 35  years, he 
be came the fa ther of She lah. 13 And af ter 
he be came the fa ther of She lah, Ar phax
ad  lived 403  years and had oth er sons and 
daugh ters. i

14 When She lah had  lived 30  years, he be
came the fa ther of Eber. 15 And af ter he be
came the fa ther of Eber, She lah  lived 403 
 years and had oth er sons and daugh ters.

shites, 17 Hi vites, Ar kites, Si nites, 
18 Ar vad ites, Zem a rites and Ha math
ites.

Lat er the Ca naan ite  clans scat tered 19 and 
the bor ders of Ca naan  reached from Si don 
to ward Ge rar as far as Gaza, and then to
ward Sod om, Go mor rah, Ad mah and Ze
boy im, as far as La sha.

20 These are the sons of Ham by  their  clans 
and lan guag es, in  their ter ri to ries and na
tions.

The Semites
21 Sons were also born to Shem,  whose 

old er broth er was a Ja pheth; Shem was the 
an ces tor of all the sons of Eber.

 22 The sons of Shem:
  Elam, Ash ur, Ar phax ad, Lud and 

Aram.
 23 The sons of Aram:
  Uz, Hul, Ge ther and Me shek. b

 24 Ar phax ad was the fa ther of c She lah,
  and She lah the fa ther of Eber.
 25 Two sons were born to Eber:
  One was  named Pe leg, d be cause in 

his time the  earth was di vid ed; his 
broth er was  named Jok tan.

 26 Jok tan was the fa ther of
  Al mo dad, She leph, Ha zar ma veth, 

Je rah, 27 Ha do ram, Uzal, Dik lah, 
28 Obal, Abim a el, She ba, 29 Ophir, 
Hav i lah and Jo bab. All  these were 
sons of Jok tan.

30 The re gion  where they  lived  stretched 
from Me sha to ward Se phar, in the east ern 
hill coun try.

31 These are the sons of Shem by  their 
 clans and lan guag es, in  their ter ri to ries and 
na tions.

32 These are the  clans of No ah’s sons, ac
cord ing to  their  lines of de scent, with in  their 
na tions. From  these the na tions  spread out 
over the  earth af ter the flood.

a 21 Or Shem, the older brother of    b 23 See Septuagint and 1 Chron. 1:17; Hebrew Mash.    
c 24 Hebrew; Septuagint father of Cainan, and Cainan was the father of    d 25 Peleg means division.    
e 2 Or from the east ; or in the east    f 2 That is, Babylonia    g 9 That is, Babylon; Babel sounds like the 
Hebrew for confused.    h 10 Father may mean ancestor; also in verses 1125.    i 12,13 Hebrew; 
Septuagint (see also Luke 3:35, 36 and note at Gen. 10:24) 35 years, he became the father of Cainan. 13And 
after he became the father of Cainan, Arphaxad lived 430 years and had other sons and daughters, and then 
he died. When Cainan had lived 130 years, he became the father of Shelah. And after he became the father of 
Shelah, Cainan lived 330 years and had other sons and daughters    
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  I will make your name great,
  and you will be a blessing. a

 3 I will bless those who bless you,
  and whoever curses you I will curse;
  and all peoples on earth
  will be blessed through you.” b

4 So  Abram went, as the Lord had told 
him; and Lot went with him.  Abram was sev
en tyfive  years old when he set out from Har
ran. 5 He took his wife Sa rai, his neph ew Lot, 
all the pos ses sions they had ac cu mu lat ed 
and the peo ple they had ac quired in Har ran, 
and they set out for the land of Ca naan, and 
they ar rived there.

6 Abram trav eled  through the land as far 
as the site of the  great tree of Mo reh at She
chem. At that time the Ca naan ites were in 
the land. 7 The Lord ap peared to  Abram and 
said, “To your off spring c I will give this land.” 
So he  built an al tar  there to the Lord, who 
had ap peared to him.

8 From  there he went on to ward the  hills 
east of Beth el and  pitched his tent, with 
Beth el on the west and Ai on the east.  There 
he  built an al tar to the Lord and  called on 
the name of the Lord.

9 Then  Abram set out and con tin ued to
ward the Ne gev.

Abram in Egypt
10 Now  there was a fam ine in the land, and 

 Abram went down to  Egypt to live  there for 
a  while be cause the fam ine was se vere. 11 As 
he was  about to en ter  Egypt, he said to his 
wife Sa rai, “I know what a beau ti ful wom an 
you are. 12 When the Egyp tians see you, they 
will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill 
me but will let you live. 13 Say you are my sis
ter, so that I will be treat ed well for your sake 
and my life will be  spared be cause of you.”

14 When  Abram came to  Egypt, the Egyp
tians saw that Sa rai was a very beau ti ful 
wom an. 15 And when Phar aoh’s of fi cials saw 
her, they  praised her to Phar aoh, and she was 
tak en into his pal ace. 16 He treat ed  Abram 
well for her sake, and  Abram ac quired  sheep 
and cat tle, male and fe male don keys, male 
and fe male ser vants, and cam els.

17 But the Lord in flict ed se ri ous dis eas
es on Phar aoh and his house hold be cause 
of  Abram’s wife Sa rai. 18 So Phar aoh sum
moned  Abram. “What have you done to me?” 

16 When Eber had  lived 34  years, he be
came the fa ther of Pe leg. 17 And af ter he be
came the fa ther of Pe leg, Eber  lived 430  years 
and had oth er sons and daugh ters.

18 When Pe leg had  lived 30  years, he be
came the fa ther of Reu. 19 And af ter he be
came the fa ther of Reu, Pe leg  lived 209  years 
and had oth er sons and daugh ters.

20 When Reu had  lived 32  years, he be
came the fa ther of Se rug. 21 And af ter he be
came the fa ther of Se rug, Reu  lived 207  years 
and had oth er sons and daugh ters.

22 When Se rug had  lived 30  years, he be
came the fa ther of Na hor. 23 And af ter he 
be came the fa ther of Na hor, Se rug  lived 200 
 years and had oth er sons and daugh ters.

24 When Na hor had  lived 29  years, he be
came the fa ther of Te rah. 25 And af ter he be
came the fa ther of Te rah, Na hor  lived 119 
 years and had oth er sons and daugh ters.

26 Af ter Te rah had  lived 70  years, he be
came the fa ther of  Abram, Na hor and Ha ran.

Abram’s Family
27 This is the ac count of Te rah’s fam i ly line.

Te rah be came the fa ther of  Abram, Na hor 
and Ha ran. And Ha ran be came the fa ther of 
Lot. 28 While his fa ther Te rah was  still  alive, 
Ha ran died in Ur of the Chal de ans, in the 
land of his  birth. 29 Abram and Na hor both 
mar ried. The name of  Abram’s wife was Sa rai, 
and the name of Na hor’s wife was Mil kah; she 
was the daugh ter of Ha ran, the fa ther of both 
Mil kah and Is kah. 30 Now Sa rai was child less 
be cause she was not able to con ceive.

31 Te rah took his son  Abram, his grand son 
Lot son of Ha ran, and his daugh terinlaw 
Sa rai, the wife of his son  Abram, and to geth
er they set out from Ur of the Chal de ans to go 
to Ca naan. But when they came to Har ran, 
they set tled there.

32 Te rah  lived 205  years, and he died in 
Har ran.

The Call of Abram

12 The Lord had said to  Abram, “Go 
from your coun try, your peo ple and 

your fa ther’s house hold to the land I will 
show you.

 2 “I will make you into a great nation,
  and I will bless you;

a 2 Or be seen as blessed    b 3 Or earth / will use your name in blessings (see 48:20)    c 7 Or seed    
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landscape

[Abram] took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions 
they had . . .  acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land  
of Canaan.  ~ G e n e s i s  1 2 : 5

Read: Genesis 11:31 — 12:9
PanoRamic View: Genesis 10:1 – 32; 2 Chronicles 36:15 – 23; 
isaiah 27:1 – 13

Opening Prayer: Lord, may I have eyes to see and a heart to understand 
you in this place; gather my scattered understanding and confusion into 
a glorious praise of you, O God of heaven. Lead me on the journey to a 
deeper knowledge of your grace and compassion (Jonah 4:2).

Landscape Description
The Fertile Crescent is watered by the great rivers Tigris and euphra-
tes. This band of agriculture arches over the Arabian Desert to con-
nect to the agricultural production along the Mediterranean coast, 
through syria, Lebanon and israel, stretching south to the egyptian 
crops watered by the nile. Though the lands have been inhabited by a 
wild patchwork of people groups, cultures, languages and empires over 
time, they are unified in having supported cultivation at the fringe of 
the desert.

Two dominant seasons characterize the region — a mild, rainy 
winter from December to February and a blazing hot, sunny, dry sum-
mer from May to October. Annual rainfall ranges from less than three 
inches near the desert’s edge to over twenty inches in mountainous 
iraq and the highlands of Lebanon. Plant hardiness is generally zone 
8 and 9.

Tigris and Euphrates Rivers
The legendary rivers course throughout scripture from beginning 
to end, emerging from the Garden of eden and defining the eastern 
border of land promised to Abram and the nation of his descendants 
(Genesis 2:14 – 15; 15:18). scripture intermittently refers to the rivers 
in describing israel’s conquests (2 samuel 8:3), in israel’s exile woes 
(Jeremiah 46:6), and finally, in the trumpet judgments of Revelation 
(Revelation 9:4; 16:12).

The Tigris River, the easternmost of the two rivers, receives tribu-
taries from the Zagros Mountains — fresh, swift water from highland 
rainfall and snowmelt that nearly doubles in volume in springtime 
flooding. The euphrates, further to the west, begins in the middle of 
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the Taurus Mountains, running south to the plains, collecting water from several sec-
ondary rivers across the foothills and stretching a greater length across the flatlands in 
a southeasterly course.

The rivers f lood from March to June at the end of the winter rains. Dams, dikes, 
levees, canals and reservoirs have been constructed throughout the millennia to control 
flooding in the cities and divert the waters to agricultural fields. The Kebar River, noted 
by ezekiel in his exile to Babylon, was likely such a canal (ezekiel 1:1 – 3). The need for 
inhabitants to work together, harnessing the water and preventing destructive flooding, 
made for strong localized governance in the plains approaching the Persian Gulf, hence 
the dominance of ancient urban cities — sumer, Akkad, Ur and Babylon — functioning 
as city-states.1 “Mesopotamia,” from the ancient Greek word meaning “land between the 
rivers,” was the first name to collect the vast Tigris-euphrates lands into one identity.

The Levant
The Levant consists of the land adjacent to the Mediterranean coast, the western leg of the 
Fertile Crescent, including Canaan, the land to which Abram was called (Genesis 10:19; 
11:31; 12:5). While God assured his people, the israelites, that all the Fertile Crescent 
crops would be available in Canaan as well — wheat, barley, vines, figs, pomegranates, 
olive oil and date honey (Deuteronomy 8:8) — the lack of a major river such as the Tigris, 
euphrates or nile meant crops would depend on rainfall instead of irrigation (Deuter-
onomy 11:11).

Waiting on the rain would require that the israelites trust in God, not a river, to sus-
tain their life in the land promised to them.2 several key landscapes are located within 
the Levant: the cedars of Lebanon, Asia Minor and the promised land, which includes en 
Gedi and the Mount of Olives.

Native Plants
several members of the Gramineae family grew freely in the Fertile Crescent: Triticum 
monococcum, einkorn wheat and Triticum dicoccon, emmer wheat (Hebrew, chittah, one 
of several words for wheat or grain); Hordeum sativum or vulgare, barley; Triticum spelta, 
spelt; and Panicum miliaceum, millet. Cultivation of these cereal species spread across 
the Fertile Crescent region (ezekiel 4:9) and out to the world.

Agriculture was launched in the Fertile Crescent by the early domestication of eight 
crops, termed “founder crops” (because they founded agriculture in the region and 
possibly the world). Those eight founders were the cereals emmer wheat, einkorn 
wheat, and barley; the pulses lentil, pea, chickpea and bitter vetch; and the fiber crop 
flax.  — Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel, 1999

The culture of the annual grains survived the region’s summer heat and lack of water 
by storing their energy in seed dormancy, yielding an agriculturally superior food source 
able to be collected, transported and stored conveniently.3 God’s Word reflects the impor-
tance of grain storage in noah’s survival on the ark (Genesis 6:21) and in Joseph’s admin-
istration of Pharaoh’s storehouses (41:46 – 49).

Ricinus communis, the castor oil plant (Hebrew, qiyqayown), is generally identified as 
the “leafy plant” that grows up quickly to shade a pouting Jonah (Jonah 4:6 – 10). Though 
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the scripture does not yield a conclusive botanical identification, schol-
ars and botanists generally agree on the castor oil plant due to its simi-
lar naming in egyptian and Arabic. The large, palmate leaves and tall 
stature would indeed have shaded Jonah as he sat outside nineveh’s 
gates. The “beans” of the castor plant are not true beans and are poi-

sonous. However, the oil extracted from these seeds has a large variety of industrial and 
medicinal uses, including lamp oil. Castor oil was used for light where olive oil was not 
cultivated. To modern gardeners, the castor oil plant is a handsome ornamental.4

The vegetables requested by Daniel and his compatriots while in exile in the Babylo-
nian king’s palace might have been a diet of beans and lentils, Vicia faba (Hebrew, powl) 
and Lens esculenta (Hebrew, adash), respectively. The protein content of these plants is 
higher than most vegetables and consequently considered legumes or pulses. Beans and 
lentils were part of the diet commanded to ezekiel during his encounter with the Lord in 
Babylonian exile (ezekiel 4:9). Archaeologist Georges Contenau wrote of ancient sculp-
tures that pictured a diet of these ancient cultures consistent with the Biblical account: 
“A rather better meal than one which consisted merely of onions might have included 
vegetables such as lentils which, like beans, have always been grown in the area, boiled 
millet, barley prepared as we prepare rice.”

Other vegetables grown in the Fertile Crescent include leeks, onions and garlic, as 
well as cucumbers and melons. Phoenix dactylifera, the date palm (Hebrew, tamar), is an 
icon for the Fertile Crescent region, a landmark for the traveler, offering shade and water 
in the sparse desert areas of the landscape. The whole palm tree was used — trunk, leaves 
and fruit. in lower Babylonia, the palm tree was one of few sources of timber available for 
roofing over ancient mud brick buildings, and palm fronds were woven into baskets and 
mats. Dates have been one of the main fruits of the Mesopotamian diet over the centuries. 
Date palms are classified in the Palmae plant family. Most scriptures concerning palm 
trees refer to the israelites’ deliverance from egypt and their celebrations (exodus 15:27; 
Leviticus 23:40).

To conTinue your garden Tour, go To page 33 for your nexT daily reading.
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give to you and your off spring a for ev er. 16 I 
will make your off spring like the dust of the 
 earth, so that if any one  could  count the dust, 
then your off spring  could be count ed. 17 Go, 
walk  through the  length and  breadth of the 
land, for I am giv ing it to you.”

18 So  Abram went to live near the  great 
 trees of Mam re at He bron,  where he  pitched 
his  tents.  There he  built an al tar to the Lord.

Abram Rescues Lot

14 At the time when Am ra phel was king 
of Shi nar, b Ar i och king of El la sar, 

Ked or la o mer king of Elam and Ti dal king 
of Goy im, 2 these  kings went to war  against 
Bera king of Sod om, Bir sha king of Go mor
rah, Shi nab king of Ad mah, Shem e ber king 
of Ze boy im, and the king of Bela (that is, 
Zoar). 3 All  these lat ter  kings  joined forc
es in the Val ley of Sid dim (that is, the Dead 
Sea Val ley). 4 For  twelve  years they had been 
sub ject to Ked or la o mer, but in the thir teenth 
year they re belled.

5 In the four teenth year, Ked or la o mer and 
the  kings al lied with him went out and de
feat ed the Reph a ites in Ash te roth Kar na
im, the Zu zites in Ham, the  Emites in Sha
veh Kir ia tha im 6 and the Ho rites in the hill 
coun try of Seir, as far as El Pa ran near the 
des ert. 7 Then they  turned back and went to 
En Mish pat (that is, Ka desh), and they con
quered the  whole ter ri to ry of the Am a lek ites, 
as well as the Am o rites who were liv ing in 
Haz e zon Ta mar.

8 Then the king of Sod om, the king of Go
mor rah, the king of Ad mah, the king of Ze
boy im and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) 
 marched out and drew up  their bat tle  lines 
in the Val ley of Sid dim 9 against Ked or la
o mer king of Elam, Ti dal king of Goy im, 
Am ra phel king of Shi nar and Ar i och king 
of El la sar —  four  kings  against five. 10 Now 
the Val ley of Sid dim was full of tar pits, and 
when the  kings of Sod om and Go mor rah 
fled, some of the men fell into them and the 
rest fled to the  hills. 11 The four  kings  seized 
all the  goods of Sod om and Go mor rah and 
all  their food; then they went away. 12 They 
also car ried off  Abram’s neph ew Lot and his 
pos ses sions,  since he was liv ing in Sod om.

13 A man who had es caped came and re
port ed this to  Abram the He brew. Now 

he said. “Why  didn’t you tell me she was your 
wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sis ter,’ so 
that I took her to be my wife? Now then, here 
is your wife. Take her and go!” 20 Then Phar
aoh gave or ders  about  Abram to his men, 
and they sent him on his way, with his wife 
and ev ery thing he had.

Abram and Lot Separate

13 So  Abram went up from  Egypt to the 
Ne gev, with his wife and ev ery thing 

he had, and Lot went with him. 2 Abram had 
be come very  wealthy in live stock and in sil
ver and gold.

3 From the Ne gev he went from  place to 
 place un til he came to Beth el, to the  place 
be tween Beth el and Ai  where his tent had 
been ear li er 4 and  where he had  first  built an 
al tar.  There  Abram  called on the name of the 
Lord.

5 Now Lot, who was mov ing  about with 
 Abram, also had  flocks and  herds and  tents. 
6 But the land  could not sup port them  while 
they  stayed to geth er, for  their pos ses sions 
were so  great that they were not able to stay 
to geth er. 7 And quar rel ing  arose be tween 
 Abram’s herd ers and Lot’s. The Ca naan ites 
and Per iz zites were also liv ing in the land at 
that time.

8 So  Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not have any 
quar rel ing be tween you and me, or be tween 
your herd ers and mine, for we are  close rel a
tives. 9 Is not the  whole land be fore you?  Let’s 
part com pa ny. If you go to the left, I’ll go to the 
 right; if you go to the  right, I’ll go to the left.”

10 Lot  looked  around and saw that the 
 whole  plain of the Jor dan to ward Zoar was 
well wa tered, like the gar den of the Lord, 
like the land of  Egypt. (This was be fore the 
Lord de stroyed Sod om and Go mor rah.) 
11 So Lot  chose for him self the  whole  plain 
of the Jor dan and set out to ward the east. 
The two men part ed com pa ny: 12 Abram 
 lived in the land of Ca naan,  while Lot  lived 
 among the cit ies of the  plain and  pitched his 
 tents near Sod om. 13 Now the peo ple of Sod
om were wick ed and were sin ning great ly 
 against the Lord.

14 The Lord said to  Abram af ter Lot had 
part ed from him, “Look  around from  where 
you are, to the  north and  south, to the east 
and west. 15 All the land that you see I will 

a 15 Or seed ; also in verse 16    b 1 That is, Babylonia; also in verse 9    
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“Put some of the best products of the land in your bags and take them  
down to the man as a gift — a little balm and a little honey, some spices  

and myrrh, some pistachio nuts and almonds.”  ~ G e n e s i s  4 3 :11

=

Read: Genesis 43:8 – 14
FeRtilize with: Hosea 12:2 – 6; Psalm 108:1 – 13; James 3:9 – 12

Pistachios, Pistacia vera (Hebrew, boten), smallish nuts that are the fruit of the pistachio 
tree, come from a true desert plant, setting a deep taproot and preferring no rainfall at 

all as the nuts mature in August and september. A member of the Anacardiaceae or cashew 
family, pistachio trees are deciduous and grow to a height of thirty feet, with a spreading, 
upward habit. Leaves grow densely, ovalish, pointed and paired in leaflets. Flowers are 
petite and petal-less, blushed red to pale green, and closely packed in panicles, appearing 
before leaves. nuts form in clusters by early summer, with a muted red hull or exocarp, 
standing out against the tree’s gentle green leaves, colors subdued in typical desert adapta-
tion. The iconic pistachio color is found in the nutmeat, unmistakable from within as the 
bony shell or endocarp splits lengthwise once the fruits are harvested and dried.1

The Hebrew name for this nut is derived from the word for “belly” (Hebrew, beten), or 
the innermost part of something, its deep insides or womb. We can see the logic of naming 
the pistachio for its innermost; the plant has no showy flowers and no alluring scent, just 
the electrifying green color and unrivaled flavor in one’s belly of the little yet plentiful fruits.

As we deepen in our understanding of the Lord’s fruit-bearing work, we see that he 
intends for his spirit within us to become our distinguishing identity, for everything we 
do to bear his spirit, being displayed from our innermost being. Thus we are maturing to 
bear what is within us, as James wrote, growing to the point of being a tree, so to speak, 
that bears the fruit of its kind (Genesis 1:11; James 3:10 – 12); in other words, God’s fruit-
full spirit within us will bear faithfulness and all his qualities (Galatians 5:22 – 23) in our 
demeanor and actions. We will be rid of cursing one another, James specified (James 3:9), 
our mouths full of praise and blessing because the Holy spirit and the best of the Lord 
is filling us. israel (Jacob) gave us a good picture for this metaphor, filling his sons’ bags 
with the best products, or praise, of the land of israel (Genesis 43:11).

Of course, remembering that Jacob’s name change to israel came through struggling 
(Genesis 32:28; Hosea 12:3 – 4), the broken fingernails from trying to open pistachio 
shells, gives us a heads-up to the fight we have in store to ensure God’s spirit prevails. 
With God we gain the victory (Psalm 108:13). And one more detail, dear gardeners — see 
that israel’s (Jacob) intent by the gift of the powerful green fruits and the other products 
was for the brothers to come back (Genesis 43:11). Pistachios proclaim a humbling truth: 
By our maturing in the display of the fruit of the spirit, others will come back to God the 
Father (Hosea 12:6).
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BeLLy fuLL of fruit

To conTinue your garden work, go To page 1438 for your nexT daily reading.
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less your youn gest broth er  comes down with 
you, you will not see my face  again.’ 24 When 
we went back to your ser vant my fa ther, we 
told him what my lord had said.

25 “Then our fa ther said, ‘Go back and buy 
a lit tle more food.’ 26 But we said, ‘We can
not go down. Only if our youn gest broth er is 
with us will we go. We can not see the  man’s 
face un less our youn gest broth er is with us.’

27 “Your ser vant my fa ther said to us, ‘You 
know that my wife bore me two sons. 28 One 
of them went away from me, and I said, “He 
has sure ly been torn to piec es.” And I have 
not seen him  since. 29 If you take this one 
from me too and harm  comes to him, you 
will  bring my gray head down to the  grave 
in mis ery.’

30 “So now, if the boy is not with us when I 
go back to your ser vant my fa ther, and if my 
fa ther,  whose life is close ly  bound up with 
the  boy’s life, 31 sees that the boy  isn’t  there, 
he will die. Your ser vants will  bring the gray 
head of our fa ther down to the  grave in sor
row. 32 Your ser vant guar an teed the  boy’s 
safe ty to my fa ther. I said, ‘If I do not  bring 
him back to you, I will bear the  blame be fore 
you, my fa ther, all my life!’

33 “Now then,  please let your ser vant re
main here as my  lord’s  slave in  place of the 
boy, and let the boy re turn with his broth ers. 
34 How can I go back to my fa ther if the boy is 
not with me? No! Do not let me see the mis
ery that  would come on my fa ther.”

Joseph Makes Himself Known

45 Then Jo seph  could no lon ger con
trol him self be fore all his at ten dants, 

and he  cried out, “Have ev ery one  leave my 
pres ence!” So  there was no one with Jo seph 
when he made him self  known to his broth
ers. 2 And he wept so loud ly that the Egyp
tians  heard him, and Phar aoh’s house hold 
 heard  about it.

3 Jo seph said to his broth ers, “I am Jo seph! 
Is my fa ther  still liv ing?” But his broth ers 
were not able to an swer him, be cause they 
were ter ri fied at his pres ence.

4 Then Jo seph said to his broth ers, “Come 
 close to me.” When they had done so, he 
said, “I am your broth er Jo seph, the one you 
sold into  Egypt! 5 And now, do not be dis
tressed and do not be an gry with your selves 
for sell ing me here, be cause it was to save 
 lives that God sent me  ahead of you. 6 For 

6 When he  caught up with them, he re
peat ed  these  words to them. 7 But they said 
to him, “Why does my lord say such  things? 
Far be it from your ser vants to do any thing 
like that! 8 We even  brought back to you from 
the land of Ca naan the sil ver we  found in side 
the  mouths of our  sacks. So why  would we 
 steal sil ver or gold from your mas ter’s  house? 
9 If any of your ser vants is  found to have it, he 
will die; and the rest of us will be come my 
 lord’s slaves.”

10 “Very well, then,” he said, “let it be as 
you say. Who ev er is  found to have it will be
come my  slave; the rest of you will be free 
from blame.”

11 Each of them quick ly low ered his sack to 
the  ground and  opened it. 12 Then the stew
ard pro ceed ed to  search, be gin ning with 
the old est and end ing with the youn gest. 
And the cup was  found in Ben ja min’s sack. 
13 At this, they tore  their  clothes. Then they 
all load ed  their don keys and re turned to the 
city.

14 Jo seph was  still in the  house when Ju
dah and his broth ers came in, and they 
 threw them selves to the  ground be fore him. 
15 Jo seph said to them, “What is this you have 
done?  Don’t you know that a man like me 
can find  things out by div i na tion?”

16 “What can we say to my lord?” Ju dah 
re plied. “What can we say? How can we 
 prove our in no cence? God has un cov ered 
your ser vants’  guilt. We are now my  lord’s 
 slaves —  we our selves and the one who was 
 found to have the cup.”

17 But Jo seph said, “Far be it from me to do 
such a  thing! Only the man who was  found to 
have the cup will be come my  slave. The rest 
of you, go back to your fa ther in peace.”

18 Then Ju dah went up to him and said: 
“Par don your ser vant, my lord, let me  speak 
a word to my lord. Do not be an gry with your 
ser vant,  though you are  equal to Phar aoh 
him self. 19 My lord  asked his ser vants, ‘Do 
you have a fa ther or a broth er?’ 20 And we an
swered, ‘We have an aged fa ther, and  there 
is a  young son born to him in his old age. His 
broth er is dead, and he is the only one of his 
moth er’s sons left, and his fa ther  loves him.’

21 “Then you said to your ser vants, ‘Bring 
him down to me so I can see him for my self.’ 
22 And we said to my lord, ‘The boy can not 
 leave his fa ther; if he  leaves him, his fa ther 
will die.’ 23 But you told your ser vants, ‘Un
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“Oh, what a great sin these people have committed! They have made themselves  
gods of gold. But now, please forgive their sin.”  ~e xO D U s  3 2 : 31  –  3 2

=

Read: exodus 32:19 – 34:27
PanoRamic View: Deuteronomy 8:2 – 3; John 15:5; 2 Corinthians 3:2 – 6

The rugged, austere quality of the desert landscape has its own understated beauty 
of small flowers, narrow-leaved shrubs, solitary trees and a muted color palette. We 

are more sensitive to plant structures, textures, rocks and lichen as landscape features in 
the desert than in gardens, where big, bright flowers and broad leaves fill the beds. The 
subtle beauty, realized after time spent in the wilderness, has its own allure and captivat-
ing character, requiring a heart ready to appreciate its humility and bareness. it is this 
dimension of the sinai Desert that pictures the humility of Moses before God (numbers 
12:3). Along with the imposing scenes of fearing the Lord and the turmoil of the israel-
ites’ sin at Mount sinai was the simple, humble plea of Moses: “Please forgive their sin” 
(exodus 32:32).

in how many ways did God refresh us in the desert! sometimes it was the “shadow of 
a cloud that brought down the heat;” sometimes it was “the shadow of a great rock;” 
sometimes it was the foliage of the palm, or the tarfa [trees] or the ritt’m; and some-
times it was the genial breeze.  — Horatius Bonar, The Desert of Sinai, 1857

Moses acted on his trust in God and his knowledge of God’s compassion. This was 
Moses, who came to the defense of his Hebrew people against the ruthless egyptian mas-
ters (exodus 2:11 – 12); this was God, who had shared with Moses his personal concern 
for the Hebrews and the oppression they had endured (3:7). in his knowledge of God and 
the history of their relationship, Moses sought the Lord’s forgiveness, acknowledging his 
community’s sin yet trusting in God’s character and believing God to be sincere in his 
promise to deliver them.

Moses’ willingness to return to the Lord hinted at a subtle yet profound truth: God 
did not test the israelites to fail them, but to make it clear to them their deficiency. They 
did not have it within themselves to follow God. if they wanted to truly trust in God and 
obey him as they hoped to at the shore of the Red sea (exodus 14:31), they needed an 
intervening power, a heart change. God used the landscape and its rigors to humble them 
(Deuteronomy 8:2 – 3). Like the landscape, their humility was beautiful because it had 
the unusual pleasure of causing them to turn to God a deeper knowing of his mercy and 
compassion and glory (exodus 34:6 – 7).

Prayer: Lord, change my heart; open my eyes to the subtle beauty of humility, 
the quiet courage of Moses to return to you and ask forgiveness (32:31 – 32). With 
a whole heart may I see that apart from you,  Jesus, I can do nothing (John 15:5).
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To conTinue your garden Tour, go To page 126 for your nexT daily reading.
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your sons and  those daugh ters pros ti tute 
them selves to  their gods, they will lead your 
sons to do the same.

17 “Do not make any idols.
18 “Cel e brate the Fes ti val of Un leav ened 

 Bread. For sev en days eat  bread made with
out  yeast, as I com mand ed you. Do this at 
the ap point ed time in the  month of Aviv, for 
in that  month you came out of Egypt.

19 “The  first off spring of ev ery womb be
longs to me, in clud ing all the first born  males 
of your live stock, wheth er from herd or  flock. 
20 Re deem the first born don key with a lamb, 
but if you do not re deem it,  break its neck. 
Re deem all your first born sons.

“No one is to ap pear be fore me emp ty
hand ed.

21 “Six days you  shall la bor, but on the 
sev enth day you  shall rest; even dur ing the 
plow ing sea son and har vest you must rest.

22 “Cel e brate the Fes ti val of  Weeks with 
the first fruits of the  wheat har vest, and the 
Fes ti val of In gath er ing at the turn of the 
year. b 23 Three  times a year all your men are 
to ap pear be fore the Sov er eign Lord, the 
God of Is ra el. 24 I will  drive out na tions be
fore you and en large your ter ri to ry, and no 
one will cov et your land when you go up 
 three  times each year to ap pear be fore the 
Lord your God.

25 “Do not of fer the  blood of a sac ri fice to 
me  along with any thing con tain ing  yeast, 
and do not let any of the sac ri fice from the 
Pass over Fes ti val re main un til morn ing.

26 “Bring the best of the first fruits of your 
soil to the  house of the Lord your God.

“Do not cook a  young goat in its moth er’s 
milk.”

27 Then the Lord said to Mo ses, “Write 
down  these  words, for in ac cor dance with 
 these  words I have made a cov enant with you 
and with Is ra el.” 28 Mo ses was  there with the 
Lord for ty days and for ty  nights with out eat
ing  bread or drink ing wa ter. And he  wrote on 
the tab lets the  words of the cov enant —  the 
Ten Com mand ments.

The Radiant Face of Moses
29 When Mo ses came down from  Mount 

Si nai with the two tab lets of the cov enant 
law in his  hands, he was not  aware that his 
face was ra di ant be cause he had spo ken 

and I will  write on them the  words that were 
on the  first tab lets,  which you  broke. 2 Be 
 ready in the morn ing, and then come up on 
 Mount Si nai. Pre sent your self to me  there on 
top of the moun tain. 3 No one is to come with 
you or be seen any where on the moun tain; 
not even the  flocks and  herds may  graze in 
 front of the moun tain.”

4 So Mo ses chis eled out two  stone tab lets 
like the  first ones and went up  Mount Si nai 
ear ly in the morn ing, as the Lord had com
mand ed him; and he car ried the two  stone 
tab lets in his  hands. 5 Then the Lord came 
down in the  cloud and  stood  there with him 
and pro claimed his name, the Lord. 6 And 
he  passed in  front of Mo ses, pro claim ing, 
“The Lord, the Lord, the com pas sion ate 
and gra cious God, slow to an ger, abound ing 
in love and faith ful ness, 7 main tain ing love 
to thou sands, and for giv ing wick ed ness, 
re bel lion and sin. Yet he does not  leave the 
 guilty un pun ished; he pun ish es the chil dren 
and  their chil dren for the sin of the par ents 
to the  third and  fourth gen er a tion.”

8 Mo ses  bowed to the  ground at once and 
wor shiped. 9 “Lord,” he said, “if I have  found 
fa vor in your eyes, then let the Lord go with 
us. Al though this is a  stiff necked peo ple, 
for give our wick ed ness and our sin, and take 
us as your in her i tance.”

10 Then the Lord said: “I am mak ing a cov
enant with you. Be fore all your peo ple I will 
do won ders nev er be fore done in any na tion 
in all the  world. The peo ple you live  among 
will see how awe some is the work that I, the 
Lord, will do for you. 11 Obey what I com
mand you to day. I will  drive out be fore you 
the Am o rites, Ca naan ites, Hit tites, Per iz
zites, Hi vites and Jeb u sites. 12 Be care ful not 
to make a trea ty with  those who live in the 
land  where you are go ing, or they will be a 
 snare  among you. 13 Break down  their al tars, 
 smash  their sa cred  stones and cut down 
 their Ashe rah  poles. a 14 Do not wor ship any 
oth er god, for the Lord,  whose name is Jeal
ous, is a jeal ous God.

15 “Be care ful not to make a trea ty with 
 those who live in the land; for when they 
pros ti tute them selves to  their gods and sac
ri fice to them, they will in vite you and you 
will eat  their sac ri fic es. 16 And when you 
 choose some of  their daugh ters as  wives for 

a 13 That is, wooden symbols of the goddess Asherah    b 22 That is, in the autumn    
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“On the first day you are to take branches  
from luxuriant trees.”  ~L e V i T i C U s  2 3 : 4 0

=

Read: Leviticus 23:39 – 43
thicken the Plot: isaiah 32:17 – 18; ezekiel 36:8; 2 Peter 1:1 – 3

The sunny, yellow fruit of the “goodly tree,” as it is called in the King James Version, or 
citron, Citrus medica (Hebrew, etrog) is part of the Lord’s celebration of the Festival 

of Tabernacles, with citrons and branches adorning temporary shelters, which leads us 
to count this citrus species among Bible plant. Citron fruit looks like a larger, rougher 
version of its genus cousin, the lemon. The pulp is very dry, and a citron wedge would 
not be served with fish or iced tea, nor is there a “citronade” made from its juice. its peel, 
however, has splendor and majesty in its flowery, potent fragrance, perhaps the reason 
for its designation in scripture as the hadar ets. Ets means “tree” in Hebrew, and hadar 
is translated “splendor or majesty,” usually describing the glory and honor of God, writ-
ten here as “luxuriant.”1 An evergreen member of the Rutaceae family, the citron tree 
grows about ten feet tall. sparsely leaved branches provide little shade. The tree’s blos-
soms are also sweet-smelling, white with a blush of pinkish-purple. Flowers and fruits 
appear throughout spring and summer; the fall is the peak season for fruit. The citron is 
the oldest known citrus tree under cultivation.2

The allusion of the tree to God’s splendid glory aligns with morning’s glory, the sense 
of awe we notice at sunrise, beholding the breaking dawn with its atmosphere of peaceful 
quietness, a sweet, tender moment of the day that is yielded through God’s righteousness 
(isaiah 32:17). We may only perceive the quiet confidence of the morning, but his Word 
attributes the ambience of sunrise to the righteousness of our God. The citron’s enticing 
fragrance is a more tangible metaphor for God’s spreading the sweet aroma of Christ 
through us as we grow in our faith and understanding of the Messiah’s majesty (2 Cor-
inthians 2:14). And as the sun rises to its full height, shining brightly in the afternoon, 
we seek the shade, needing shelter from the intensity, a place of rest (isaiah 32:18; eze-
kiel 17:23). Citron’s place in the Festival of Tabernacles celebration is a bright reminder 
of God’s protection and shelter of the israelites in the sun-scorched sinai Desert along 
their journey from egypt to the land sworn to their ancestors. At this festival, the people 
rejoice that God’s mercy watches over our need for temporary shelter, protecting us until 
we reach our permanent, eternal home. in our full range of exposures, from sunrise to 
sunset, bright sun to restful shade, earth to eternity, he has given us everything we need 
for a godly — and “goodly” — life (2 Peter 1:3).
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To read anoTher garden sTory, go To page 384 for your nexT daily reading.
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ju ry. 21 Who ev er  kills an an i mal must make 
res ti tu tion, but who ev er  kills a hu man be ing 
is to be put to  death. 22 You are to have the 
same law for the for eign er and the na tive
born. I am the Lord your God.’ ”

23 Then Mo ses  spoke to the Is ra el ites, and 
they took the blas phem er out side the camp 
and  stoned him. The Is ra el ites did as the 
Lord com mand ed Mo ses.

The Sabbath Year

25 The Lord said to Mo ses at  Mount Si
nai, 2 “Speak to the Is ra el ites and say 

to them: ‘When you en ter the land I am go
ing to give you, the land it self must ob serve a 
sab bath to the Lord. 3 For six  years sow your 
 fields, and for six  years  prune your vine yards 
and gath er  their  crops. 4 But in the sev enth 
year the land is to have a year of sab bath rest, 
a sab bath to the Lord. Do not sow your  fields 
or  prune your vine yards. 5 Do not reap what 
 grows of it self or har vest the  grapes of your 
un tend ed  vines. The land is to have a year of 
rest. 6 What ev er the land  yields dur ing the 
sab bath year will be food for you —  for your
self, your male and fe male ser vants, and the 
 hired work er and tem po rary res i dent who 
live  among you, 7 as well as for your live stock 
and the wild an i mals in your land. What ev er 
the land pro duc es may be eat en.

The Year of Jubilee
8 “ ‘Count off sev en sab bath  years —  sev en 

 times sev en  years —  so that the sev en sab
bath  years  amount to a pe ri od of for tynine 
 years. 9 Then have the trum pet sound ed ev
ery where on the  tenth day of the sev enth 
 month; on the Day of Atone ment  sound the 
trum pet through out your land. 10 Con se
crate the fif ti eth year and pro claim lib er ty 
through out the land to all its in hab i tants. It 
 shall be a ju bi lee for you; each of you is to re
turn to your fam i ly prop er ty and to your own 
clan. 11 The fif ti eth year  shall be a ju bi lee for 
you; do not sow and do not reap what  grows 
of it self or har vest the un tend ed  vines. 12 For 
it is a ju bi lee and is to be holy for you; eat only 
what is tak en di rect ly from the fields.

13 “ ‘In this Year of Ju bi lee ev ery one is to 
re turn to  their own prop er ty.

14 “ ‘If you sell land to any of your own peo
ple or buy land from them, do not take ad
van tage of each oth er. 15 You are to buy from 

the cov enant law in the tent of meet ing, Aar
on is to tend the  lamps be fore the Lord from 
eve ning till morn ing, con tin u al ly. This is to 
be a last ing or di nance for the gen er a tions to 
come. 4 The  lamps on the pure gold lamp
stand be fore the Lord must be tend ed con
tin u al ly.

5 “Take the fin est  f lour and bake  twelve 
 loaves of  bread, us ing two tenths of an 
 ephah a for each loaf. 6 Ar range them in two 
 stacks, six in each  stack, on the ta ble of pure 
gold be fore the Lord. 7 By each  stack put 
some pure in cense as a me mo ri al b por tion 
to rep re sent the  bread and to be a food of fer
ing pre sent ed to the Lord. 8 This  bread is to 
be set out be fore the Lord reg u lar ly, Sab bath 
af ter Sab bath, on be half of the Is ra el ites, as 
a last ing cov enant. 9 It be longs to Aar on and 
his sons, who are to eat it in the sanc tu ary 
area, be cause it is a most holy part of  their 
per pet u al  share of the food of fer ings pre
sent ed to the Lord.”

A Blasphemer Put to Death
10 Now the son of an Is ra el ite moth er and 

an Egyp tian fa ther went out  among the Is ra
el ites, and a  fight  broke out in the camp be
tween him and an Is ra el ite. 11 The son of the 
Is ra el ite wom an blas phemed the Name with 
a  curse; so they  brought him to Mo ses. (His 
moth er’s name was She lo mith, the daugh
ter of Dib ri the Dan ite.) 12 They put him in 
cus to dy un til the will of the Lord  should be 
made  clear to them.

13 Then the Lord said to Mo ses: 14 “Take 
the blas phem er out side the camp. All  those 
who  heard him are to lay  their  hands on his 
head, and the en tire as sem bly is to  stone 
him. 15 Say to the Is ra el ites: ‘Any one who 
curs es  their God will be held re spon si ble; 
16 any one who blas phemes the name of the 
Lord is to be put to  death. The en tire as
sem bly must  stone them. Wheth er for eign
er or na tiveborn, when they blas pheme the 
Name they are to be put to death.

17 “ ‘Any one who  takes the life of a hu
man be ing is to be put to  death. 18 Any one 
who  takes the life of some one’s an i mal must 
make res ti tu tion —  life for life. 19 Any one 
who in jures their neigh bor is to be in jured 
in the same man ner: 20 frac ture for frac ture, 
eye for eye,  tooth for  tooth. The one who has 
in flict ed the in ju ry must suf fer the same in

a 5 That is, probably about 7 pounds or about 3.2 kilograms    b 7 Or representative    
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“In the seventh year the land is to have a year of sabbath rest,  
a sabbath to the Lord. Do not sow your fields  
or prune your vineyards.”  ~L e V i T i C U s  2 5 : 4

=

Read: Leviticus 25:1 – 7
FeRtilize with: Job 42:1 – 6; Proverbs 12:1; Hebrews 12:5 – 11

Today’s scripture ingeniously shows God’s pruning of the israelites’ working life in 
the context of pruning their vineyards. They were to prune their vineyards for six 

years, then cut back on their work in the seventh year to rest the land and themselves. 
God directed them in this discipline, establishing a way of living that would produce the 
best harvest in their lives.

The worry of not having enough food in the seventh year could have made God’s 
discipline unappealing to the israelites. Would they trust God’s severing of their seventh 
work year, just as their own vines trusted them, so to speak, with the pruning knife to 
remove shoots and fruiting spurs? God knew the discipline of relying on him to provide 
in that resting year would reinvigorate their relationship with him. He would produce a 
good harvest of knowledge and wisdom in their hearts, just as their vines produced more 
grapes, sweeter and juicier, as a result of pruning.

Discipline is important for any young, growing thing, whether it’s a child, a puppy or 
a plant. You have to train them all so they’ll develop to their best potential. in the case 
of your plants, that discipline comes in the form of pruning. You guide the plant. You 
train it to conform to the shape and appearance you desire.

 — Neil Sperry’s Complete Guide to Texas Gardening, 1991

Discipline is basic to developing into our “best potential,” though the practice to 
achieve potential is not always the most appealing or alluring at first, as God’s Word says: 
“no discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful” (Hebrews 12:11). Yet in the long 
run, as our vineyards and orchards testify, disciplined pruning produces tasty, robust 
fruit. if we resist this process, we risk becoming old, dead wood. Or as scripture states 
more bluntly, we are “stupid” to hate the correcting, guiding hand of discipline (Proverbs 
12:1). “Brace yourself like a plant,” we might think of it, to humorously misquote Job 38:3.

Prayer: Lord, help me to see your truth — that your training and discipline of me 
is for my good. Seeing your good purpose for the Israelites here, may I trust you 
have a good and wonderful purpose for me (Job 42:2 – 3). You will train me to con-
form to the shape and appearance you desire, and you will gently guide me. May 
I be filled with your knowledge (Proverbs 12:1).

Garden 
Work
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11
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pruninG

pruninG’s disCipLine

To conTinue your garden work, go To page 1379 for your nexT daily reading.
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156 156leviticus 25:50  leviticus 25:16 

32 “ ‘The Le vites al ways have the  right to 
re deem  their hous es in the Le vit i cal  towns, 
 which they pos sess. 33 So the prop er ty of 
the Le vites is re deem able —  that is, a  house 
sold in any town they hold —  and is to be re
turned in the Ju bi lee, be cause the hous es in 
the  towns of the Le vites are  their prop er ty 
 among the Is ra el ites. 34 But the pas ture land 
be long ing to  their  towns must not be sold; it 
is  their per ma nent pos ses sion.

35 “ ‘If any of your fel low Is ra el ites be come 
poor and are un able to sup port them selves 
 among you, help them as you  would a for
eign er and strang er, so they can con tin ue to 
live  among you. 36 Do not take in ter est or any 
prof it from them, but fear your God, so that 
they may con tin ue to live  among you. 37 You 
must not lend them mon ey at in ter est or sell 
them food at a prof it. 38 I am the Lord your 
God, who  brought you out of  Egypt to give 
you the land of Ca naan and to be your God.

39 “ ‘If any of your fel low Is ra el ites be come 
poor and sell them selves to you, do not make 
them work as  slaves. 40 They are to be treat
ed as  hired work ers or tem po rary res i dents 
 among you; they are to work for you un til the 
Year of Ju bi lee. 41 Then they and  their chil
dren are to be re leased, and they will go back 
to  their own  clans and to the prop er ty of 
 their an ces tors. 42 Be cause the Is ra el ites are 
my ser vants, whom I  brought out of  Egypt, 
they must not be sold as  slaves. 43 Do not rule 
over them ruth less ly, but fear your God.

44 “ ‘Your male and fe male  slaves are to 
come from the na tions  around you; from 
them you may buy  slaves. 45 You may also 
buy some of the tem po rary res i dents liv
ing  among you and mem bers of  their  clans 
born in your coun try, and they will be come 
your prop er ty. 46 You can be queath them to 
your chil dren as in her it ed prop er ty and can 
make them  slaves for life, but you must not 
rule over your fel low Is ra el ites ruth less ly.

47 “ ‘If a for eign er re sid ing  among you be
comes rich and any of your fel low Is ra el ites 
be come poor and sell them selves to the 
for eign er or to a mem ber of the for eign er’s 
clan, 48 they re tain the  right of re demp tion 
af ter they have sold them selves. One of  their 
rel a tives may re deem them: 49 An un cle or 
a cous in or any  blood rel a tive in  their clan 
may re deem them. Or if they pros per, they 
may re deem them selves. 50 They and  their 
buy er are to  count the time from the year 

your own peo ple on the ba sis of the num ber 
of  years  since the Ju bi lee. And they are to sell 
to you on the ba sis of the num ber of  years 
left for har vest ing  crops. 16 When the  years 
are many, you are to in crease the  price, and 
when the  years are few, you are to de crease 
the  price, be cause what is real ly be ing sold 
to you is the num ber of  crops. 17 Do not take 
ad van tage of each oth er, but fear your God. I 
am the Lord your God.

18 “ ‘Fol low my de crees and be care ful to 
obey my laws, and you will live safe ly in the 
land. 19 Then the land will  yield its  fruit, and 
you will eat your fill and live  there in safe
ty. 20 You may ask, “What will we eat in the 
sev enth year if we do not  plant or har vest our 
 crops?” 21 I will send you such a bless ing in 
the  sixth year that the land will  yield  enough 
for  three  years. 22 While you  plant dur ing the 
 eighth year, you will eat from the old crop 
and will con tin ue to eat from it un til the har
vest of the  ninth year  comes in.

23 “ ‘The land must not be sold per ma
nent ly, be cause the land is mine and you 
re side in my land as for eign ers and strang
ers. 24 Through out the land that you hold as 
a pos ses sion, you must pro vide for the re
demp tion of the land.

25 “ ‘If one of your fel low Is ra el ites be
comes poor and  sells some of  their prop er ty, 
 their near est rel a tive is to come and re deem 
what they have sold. 26 If, how ev er,  there is 
no one to re deem it for them but lat er on they 
pros per and ac quire suf fi cient  means to re
deem it them selves, 27 they are to de ter mine 
the val ue for the  years  since they sold it and 
re fund the bal ance to the one to whom they 
sold it; they can then go back to  their own 
prop er ty. 28 But if they do not ac quire the 
 means to re pay, what was sold will re main in 
the pos ses sion of the buy er un til the Year of 
Ju bi lee. It will be re turned in the Ju bi lee, and 
they can then go back to  their prop er ty.

29 “ ‘Any one who  sells a  house in a  walled 
city re tains the  right of re demp tion a full 
year af ter its sale. Dur ing that time the sell
er may re deem it. 30 If it is not re deemed be
fore a full year has  passed, the  house in the 
 walled city  shall be long per ma nent ly to the 
buy er and the buy er’s de scen dants. It is not 
to be re turned in the Ju bi lee. 31 But hous es in 
vil lag es with out  walls  around them are to be 
con sid ered as be long ing to the open coun
try. They can be re deemed, and they are to 
be re turned in the Ju bi lee.
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“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine  
on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward  

you and give you peace.”  ~n U M B e R s  6 : 2 4  –  2 6

=

Read: numbers 6:22 – 27
oil & ShaRPen with: Deuteronomy 4:40; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; 2 Peter 1:2

These may be the greatest words of peace that could ever be spoken — “The Lord bless 
you and keep you.” This is the same act of keeping that God authorized people to 

do in taking care of the garden (Genesis 2:15). Hallelujah! We know it well. We know 
the precious tending we look forward to — every day if we can manage it — our souls 
gleaming as we saunter out to the yard, excitement welling up for whatever we might 
find — spring’s first asparagus spear, a blooming rose, a ripened cherry tomato. Charmed 
by the good fortune to be here, our countenances are lifted up with the prospect of all 
there is to share in the abundant process of planting and keeping a garden. With this 
same approach, this same sense of adventure, his heart burst wide-open and completely 
contented, the Lord looks on us, gracious to give us peace — completeness, wholly formed 
and filled, secure on every side, safely under his protection.

Grant peace, well-being and blessing unto the world, with grace, lovingkindness and 
mercy for us and for all israel, Thy people. Bless us, O our Father, all of us together, 
with the light of Thy presence; for by that light Thou hast given us, O Lord our God, 
the Torah of life, lovingkindness and righteousness, blessing and mercy, life and 
peace.  — Sabbath and Festival Prayer Book, 1946

He blesses our health, our bodies enveloped in his healing powers, arising each morn-
ing to his glories, alive with his enthusiasm and contented because of him. He blesses our 
welfare, the fullness of his peace in evidence materially, in household soundness, brim-
ming with good fortune and active endeavors.

Prayer: Holy Lord, how marvelous that I am fully blessed in your keeping, cap-
tivated by the warmth of your shining face and gracious outpouring (Numbers 
6:22 – 26). Thank you for sanctifying me through and through, blessing my soul 
and body (1 Thessalonians 5:23), adding my children and children’s children to the 
long life of your peace (Deuteronomy 4:40). Help me embrace your grace and peace 
and get to know you more fully, my  Jesus, my Lord (2 Peter 1:2).
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There are more Tools in The shed; go To page 621 for your nexT daily reading.
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170 170numbers 7:47  numbers 7:14 

31 His of fer ing was one sil ver  plate 
weigh ing a hun dred and thir ty shek els 
and one sil ver sprin kling bowl weigh
ing sev en ty shek els, both ac cord ing to 
the sanc tu ary shek el, each  filled with 
the fin est  flour  mixed with ol ive oil as 
a  grain of fer ing; 32 one gold dish weigh
ing ten shek els,  filled with in cense; 
33 one  young bull, one ram and one 
male lamb a year old for a  burnt of fer
ing; 34 one male goat for a sin of fer ing; 
35 and two oxen, five rams, five male 
 goats and five male  lambs a year old to 
be sac ri ficed as a fel low ship of fer ing. 
This was the of fer ing of Eli zur son of 
Shed e ur.

36 On the  fifth day She lu mi el son of Zu ri
shad dai, the lead er of the peo ple of Sim e on, 
 brought his of fer ing.

37 His of fer ing was one sil ver  plate 
weigh ing a hun dred and thir ty shek els 
and one sil ver sprin kling bowl weigh
ing sev en ty shek els, both ac cord ing to 
the sanc tu ary shek el, each  filled with 
the fin est  flour  mixed with ol ive oil as 
a  grain of fer ing; 38 one gold dish weigh
ing ten shek els,  filled with in cense; 
39 one  young bull, one ram and one 
male lamb a year old for a  burnt of fer
ing; 40 one male goat for a sin of fer ing; 
41 and two oxen, five rams, five male 
 goats and five male  lambs a year old to 
be sac ri ficed as a fel low ship of fer ing. 
This was the of fer ing of She lu mi el son 
of Zu ri shad dai.

42 On the  sixth day Eli a saph son of Deu el, the 
lead er of the peo ple of Gad,  brought his of
fer ing.

43 His of fer ing was one sil ver  plate 
weigh ing a hun dred and thir ty shek els 
and one sil ver sprin kling bowl weigh
ing sev en ty shek els, both ac cord ing to 
the sanc tu ary shek el, each  filled with 
the fin est  flour  mixed with ol ive oil as 
a  grain of fer ing; 44 one gold dish weigh
ing ten shek els,  filled with in cense; 
45 one  young bull, one ram and one 
male lamb a year old for a  burnt of fer
ing; 46 one male goat for a sin of fer ing; 
47 and two oxen, five rams, five male 
 goats and five male  lambs a year old to 

a  grain of fer ing; 14 one gold dish weigh
ing ten shek els, a  filled with in cense; 
15 one  young bull, one ram and one 
male lamb a year old for a  burnt of fer
ing; 16 one male goat for a sin of fer ing b; 
17 and two oxen, five rams, five male 
 goats and five male  lambs a year old to 
be sac ri ficed as a fel low ship of fer ing. 
This was the of fer ing of Nah shon son of 
Am min a dab.

18 On the sec ond day Ne than el son of Zuar, 
the lead er of Is sa char,  brought his of fer ing.

19 The of fer ing he  brought was one sil
ver  plate weigh ing a hun dred and thir
ty shek els and one sil ver sprin kling 
bowl weigh ing sev en ty shek els, both 
ac cord ing to the sanc tu ary shek el, each 
 filled with the fin est  f lour  mixed with 
ol ive oil as a  grain of fer ing; 20 one gold 
dish weigh ing ten shek els,  filled with 
in cense; 21 one  young bull, one ram and 
one male lamb a year old for a  burnt 
of fer ing; 22 one male goat for a sin of
fer ing; 23 and two oxen, five rams, five 
male  goats and five male  lambs a year 
old to be sac ri ficed as a fel low ship of
fer ing. This was the of fer ing of Ne than
el son of Zuar.

24 On the  third day, Eli ab son of He lon, the 
lead er of the peo ple of Zeb u lun,  brought his 
of fer ing.

25 His of fer ing was one sil ver  plate 
weigh ing a hun dred and thir ty shek els 
and one sil ver sprin kling bowl weigh
ing sev en ty shek els, both ac cord ing to 
the sanc tu ary shek el, each  filled with 
the fin est  flour  mixed with ol ive oil as 
a  grain of fer ing; 26 one gold dish weigh
ing ten shek els,  filled with in cense; 
27 one  young bull, one ram and one 
male lamb a year old for a  burnt of fer
ing; 28 one male goat for a sin of fer ing; 
29 and two oxen, five rams, five male 
 goats and five male  lambs a year old 
to be sac ri ficed as a fel low ship of fer
ing. This was the of fer ing of Eli ab son 
of He lon.

30 On the  fourth day Eli zur son of Shed e ur, 
the lead er of the peo ple of Reu ben,  brought 
his of fer ing.

a 14 That is, about 4 ounces or about 115 grams; also elsewhere in this chapter   b 16 Or purification 
offering; also elsewhere in this chapter    
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His food was locusts and wild honey.  ~M at t h e w  3 : 4

=

Read: Matthew 3:1 – 6
Thicken The PloT: Deuteronomy 30:1 – 4; Malachi 3:1 – 12; Luke 15:11 – 24

the locust or carob tree, Ceratonia siliqua, is an evergreen shade tree native to the 
wilds of the eastern Mediterranean region, identified by its sweet, nutritious, long-

hanging pods. a member of the Caesalpiniaceae (or Leguminosae) family, the tree blooms 
in fall and winter, and yields green, bean-like, fleshy carobs about eight inches long, turn-
ing dark brown at maturity. Rich in protein, the pods have been used as animal fodder 
throughout history, as well as being a diet staple for people of modest means or dietary 
restrictions. the locust tree averages a height of 30 to 50 feet, and survives drought but 
prefers moist soil.

though this tree is not named for the ominous insect in hebrew or Greek languages, 
its english association to the locust brightens our hope that perhaps John did not descend 
to such a lowly and distasteful situation as to eat a crunchy, dreadful diet of locusts, 
instead eating the humble pods of the carob tree, which are about the same size and com-
mon in the Judean desert and Jordan river regions (see Matthew 3:1,4,5).

Some say that locusts are tiny animals, which fly in a jumping fashion . . . and are 
caught easily in the grass. after their heads are pulled off, they are fried in oil and 
eaten, and are the food of poor men . . . On these they say St. John the Baptist fed. 
Others, who take a loftier view of St. John the Baptist, say . . . that there are trees in 
this wilderness whose fruit are called carobs, which are oblong black pods, and when 
taken out of the pod are good to eat.

 — Brother Felix Fabri, The Book of Wanderings of Brother Felix Fabri, circa 1480

the carob pod is mentioned only one time in Scripture: in the story of the lost son, 
whose wild living had brought him to a place of repentance, his willingness to come back 
to his father’s home exemplified in his acceptance of a pig’s diet (Luke 15:16).  Jesus’ tale 
was patterned after John the Baptist’s directive. as John declared, “prepare the way for 
the Lord,” so also the lost son prepared his heart to repent and go back to his father (v. 18). 
“Return to me,” the Lord says emphatically in devastating times (Joel 2:12; Malachi 3:7). 
as the father in the parable, God greets us with open arms, watching us approach, joyful 
at our homecoming (Luke 15:20). 

Prayer: O Lord, help me believe that the best place to go in disaster, even one I 
brought upon myself, is back to you. Your Word says to return to you (Joel 2:12; 
Malachi 3:7). You promise to restore me with compassion (Deuteronomy 30:2 – 3). 
You will pour out so much blessing there will not be room enough to store it! (Mala-
chi 3:10) You will trade my carob-pod fodder for a feast!
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To read anoTher garden sTory, go To page 1008 for your nexT daily reading.

9780310441137_int_05_matt_acts_NIV_gardeners_FINAL.indd   1083 12/17/13   12:14 PM



1084 1084matthew 5:22 matthew 4:20

11 “Blessed are you when peo ple in sult 
you, per se cute you and false ly say all  kinds 
of evil  against you be cause of me. 12 Re joice 
and be glad, be cause  great is your re ward in 
heav en, for in the same way they per se cut ed 
the proph ets who were be fore you.

Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the  earth. But if the 

salt los es its salt i ness, how can it be made 
 salty  again? It is no lon ger good for any thing, 
ex cept to be  thrown out and tram pled un
der foot.

14 “You are the  light of the  world. A town 
built on a hill can not be hid den. 15 Nei ther do 
peo ple  light a lamp and put it un der a bowl. 
In stead they put it on its  stand, and it  gives 
 light to ev ery one in the  house. 16 In the same 
way, let your  light  shine be fore oth ers, that 
they may see your good  deeds and glo ri fy 
your Fa ther in heav en.

The Fulfillment of the Law
17 “Do not  think that I have come to abol ish 

the Law or the Proph ets; I have not come to 
abol ish them but to ful fill them. 18 For tru ly 
I tell you, un til heav en and  earth dis ap pear, 
not the small est let ter, not the  least  stroke 
of a pen, will by any  means dis ap pear from 
the Law un til ev ery thing is ac com plished. 
19 There fore any one who sets  aside one of 
the  least of  these com mands and teach es 
oth ers ac cord ing ly will be  called  least in the 
king dom of heav en, but who ev er prac tic es 
and teach es  these com mands will be  called 
 great in the king dom of heav en. 20 For I tell 
you that un less your righ teous ness sur pass
es that of the Phar i sees and the teach ers of 
the law, you will cer tain ly not en ter the king
dom of heav en.

Murder
21 “You have  heard that it was said to the 

peo ple long ago, ‘You  shall not mur der, b and 
any one who mur ders will be sub ject to judg
ment.’ 22 But I tell you that any one who is an
gry with a broth er or sis ter c , d will be sub ject 
to judg ment.  Again, any one who says to a 
broth er or sis ter, ‘Raca,’ e is an swer able to the 
court. And any one who says, ‘You fool!’ will 
be in dan ger of the fire of hell.

I will send you out to fish for peo ple.” 20 At 
once they left  their nets and fol lowed him.

21 Go ing on from  there, he saw two oth
er broth ers,  James son of Zeb e dee and his 
broth er John. They were in a boat with  their 
fa ther Zeb e dee, pre par ing  their nets.  Jesus 
 called them, 22 and im me di ate ly they left the 
boat and  their fa ther and fol lowed him.

Jesus Heals the Sick
23 Jesus went through out Gal i lee, teach ing 

in  their syn a gogues, pro claim ing the good 
news of the king dom, and heal ing ev ery dis
ease and sick ness  among the peo ple. 24 News 
 about him  spread all over Syr ia, and peo ple 
 brought to him all who were ill with var i ous 
dis eas es,  those suf fer ing se vere pain, the de
monpos sessed,  those hav ing sei zures, and 
the par a lyzed; and he  healed them. 25 Large 
 crowds from Gal i lee, the De cap o lis, a Je ru sa
lem, Ju dea and the re gion  across the Jor dan 
fol lowed him.

Introduction to the Sermon on the 
Mount

5 Now when  Jesus saw the  crowds, he 
went up on a moun tain side and sat 

down. His dis ci ples came to him, 2 and he 
be gan to  teach them.

The Beatitudes
He said:

 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 4 Blessed are those who mourn,
  for they will be comforted.
 5 Blessed are the meek,
  for they will inherit the earth.
 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness,
  for they will be filled.
 7 Blessed are the merciful,
  for they will be shown mercy.
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
  for they will see God.
 9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
  for they will be called children of God.
 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted 

because of righteousness,
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

a 25 That is, the Ten Cities    b 21 Exodus 20:13    c 22 The Greek word for brother or sister (adelphos) 
refers here to a fellow disciple, whether man or woman; also in verse 23.    d 22 Some manuscripts 
brother or sister without cause    e 22 An Aramaic term of contempt    
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Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
for they will be filled.  ~M at t h e w  5 : 6

=

Read: Matthew 5:3 – 6
FeRTilize wiTh: Proverbs 3:19 – 24; 25:25 – 26; Jeremiah 31:25 – 26

this weekend, we take a hike with Nogah hareuveni (1924 – 2007), botanist, author, 
officer of the Israeli Defense Forces and founder of Neot Kedumin, the Biblical Land-

scape Reserve in Israel. hareuveni was passionate about knowing the terrain of the holy 
Land in order to understand the Scriptures. this excerpt is from his book, Desert and 
Shepherd in Our Biblical Heritage. he gives us a perspective on the thirst that haunts the 
desert inhabitant.

we were backpacking all our food and equipment for five days and nights. we 
climbed to the anava spring, on the bank of one of the tributaries of the wadi. Drop 
by drop, the little spring fed water into a small pool and each member of the company 
drank in turn. In keeping with my training, I refrained from drinking until everyone 
else had quenched his thirst. as luck would have it, no one noticed that I had not yet 
enjoyed the clear, cold water, and some of the company quickly proceeded to remove 
their boots and thrust their feet into the last of the water remaining in the little pool. 
the water was instantly muddied and fouled to such a degree that, despite my intense 
thirst, I could not drink from it. In those exceedingly difficult moments, the first 
words that came to mind were:
 “Cold water to a parched throat — good news from a distant land. a churned up 
spring, a spoiled water source — a righteous man fallen before a wicked one.” (Prov-
erbs 25:25 – 26)
 More than 24 additional hours passed before I was able to quench my thirst. It was 
when we reached ein Bokek the next evening after a day of walking from Masada in 
the “broken land” formation of glaring, salty hills. Before nightfall, as we passed from 
the shore of the Dead Sea to the dark canyon, suddenly we heard the great miracle: the 
delectable song of running water! together with the rest of the company, I plunged 
fully dressed into the middle of the current and drank, and drank, and drank and 
drank again, and paddled around in the water, and drank again . . . and then, sud-
denly, the sound of water splashing and gurgling in utter darkness called to mind the 
words of the prophet Jeremiah:
 “ ‘For I will give the thirsty abundant drink, and satisfy all who languish.’ at this 
I awoke and looked about, and my sleep had been satisfying.” (Jeremiah 31:25 – 26)
 Indeed the prophet was right. after the exhaustion from thirst had passed when 
I quenched my thirst, I slept deeply that night, completely sated. I have experienced 
nothing similar since. 
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To conTinue your garden work, go To page 643 for your nexT daily reading.
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1086 1086matthew 6:6 matthew 5:23 

Eye for Eye
38 “You have  heard that it was said, ‘Eye for 

eye, and  tooth for  tooth.’ d 39 But I tell you, do 
not re sist an evil per son. If any one  slaps you 
on the  right  cheek, turn to them the oth er 
 cheek also. 40 And if any one  wants to sue you 
and take your  shirt, hand over your coat as 
well. 41 If any one forc es you to go one mile, go 
with them two  miles. 42 Give to the one who 
asks you, and do not turn away from the one 
who  wants to bor row from you.

Love for Enemies
43 “You have  heard that it was said, ‘Love 

your neigh bor e and hate your en e my.’ 44 But 
I tell you, love your en e mies and pray for 
 those who per se cute you, 45 that you may be 
chil dren of your Fa ther in heav en. He caus es 
his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 
 sends rain on the righ teous and the un righ
teous. 46 If you love  those who love you, what 
re ward will you get? Are not even the tax col
lec tors do ing that? 47 And if you  greet only 
your own peo ple, what are you do ing more 
than oth ers? Do not even pa gans do that? 
48 Be per fect, there fore, as your heav en ly Fa
ther is per fect.

Giving to the Needy

6 “Be care ful not to prac tice your righ
teous ness in  front of oth ers to be seen 

by them. If you do, you will have no re ward 
from your Fa ther in heav en.

2 “So when you give to the  needy, do not 
an nounce it with trum pets, as the hyp
o crites do in the syn a gogues and on the 
 streets, to be hon ored by oth ers. Tru ly I tell 
you, they have re ceived  their re ward in full. 
3 But when you give to the  needy, do not let 
your left hand know what your  right hand is 
do ing, 4 so that your giv ing may be in se cret. 
Then your Fa ther, who sees what is done in 
se cret, will re ward you.

Prayer
5 “And when you pray, do not be like the 

hyp o crites, for they love to pray stand ing in 
the syn a gogues and on the  street cor ners to 
be seen by oth ers. Tru ly I tell you, they have 
re ceived  their re ward in full. 6 But when you 
pray, go into your room,  close the door and 

23 “There fore, if you are of fer ing your gift 
at the al tar and  there re mem ber that your 
broth er or sis ter has some thing  against you, 
24 leave your gift  there in  front of the al tar. 
 First go and be rec on ciled to them; then 
come and of fer your gift.

25 “Set tle mat ters quick ly with your ad ver
sary who is tak ing you to  court. Do it  while 
you are  still to geth er on the way, or your ad
ver sary may hand you over to the  judge, and 
the  judge may hand you over to the of fi cer, 
and you may be  thrown into pris on. 26 Tru ly 
I tell you, you will not get out un til you have 
paid the last pen ny.

Adultery
27 “You have  heard that it was said, ‘You 

 shall not com mit adul tery.’ a 28 But I tell you 
that any one who  looks at a wom an lust ful
ly has al ready com mit ted adul tery with her 
in his  heart. 29 If your  right eye caus es you to 
stum ble,  gouge it out and  throw it away. It is 
bet ter for you to lose one part of your body 
than for your  whole body to be  thrown into 
hell. 30 And if your  right hand caus es you to 
stum ble, cut it off and  throw it away. It is bet
ter for you to lose one part of your body than 
for your  whole body to go into hell.

Divorce
31 “It has been said, ‘Any one who di vorc

es his wife must give her a cer tif i cate of di
vorce.’ b 32 But I tell you that any one who 
di vorc es his wife, ex cept for sex u al im mo
ral i ty, makes her the vic tim of adul tery, and 
any one who mar ries a di vorced wom an 
com mits adul tery.

Oaths
33 “Again, you have  heard that it was said 

to the peo ple long ago, ‘Do not  break your 
oath, but ful fill to the Lord the vows you have 
made.’ 34 But I tell you, do not  swear an oath 
at all: ei ther by heav en, for it is  God’s  throne; 
35 or by the  earth, for it is his foot stool; or by 
Je ru sa lem, for it is the city of the  Great King. 
36 And do not  swear by your head, for you 
can not make even one hair  white or  black. 
37 All you need to say is sim ply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; 
any thing be yond this  comes from the evil 
one. c

a 27 Exodus 20:14    b 31 Deut. 24:1    c 37 Or from evil    d 38 Exodus 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21    
e43 Lev. 19:18    
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“Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”  ~M at t h e w  5 : 4 4

=

Read: Matthew 5:44 – 45
oil & ShaRPen wiTh: Deuteronomy 4:7; Psalm 147:1 – 20; Galatians 3:23 – 25

we enter our prayer closets today (though the prayer closet may actually be the 
garden shed, the enclosed fencing of the compost heap or the rows between the 

tomato vines) charged with perhaps the most telltale sign that we belong to God: Praying 
for those who persecute us (Matthew 5:44). that is, praying for those who are against 
us — bullies, tormentors, harassers, even those overtly working to destroy us in one sense 
or another. to gain the desire and the strength for such a turmoil-filled task, we must look 
up to God; no other vista will give us the perspective needed for tackling such terrain.

God is good; he provides for our needs and those of all his creatures — food, water 
and healed hearts (Psalm 147:3 – 9). he satisfies, strengthens, blesses and grants us peace 
(Psalm 147:13 – 14). he is the purest measure of loving-kindness, abounding in love, 
bestowing gracious favor (exodus 34:6). he blesses us with rain because of who he is 
and his desire to care for us, not because we deserve it (Psalm 147:8; Matthew 5:45). he 
does not let circumstance dictate his character and neither should we; he blesses all and 
we are to pray for all to be blessed. God is delighted when we offer such prayers, because 
we display our reverence for his very essence and we are humbly placing our hope in his 
unfailing love (Psalm 147:11) and his ability to protect and preserve us.

Not only are we to pray for our “enemies,” we are also to do good to them (Luke 6:35). 
we have the means — vegetables, fruit, flowers, herbs — to share! Perhaps there is some-
one at work, or in your family circle, or in the neighborhood, or at your church who has 
need of a prayer, a kind word and a garden-sourced care package from you?

Prayer: Lord, you have shown us special favor by drawing near to us when we 
pray (Deuteronomy 4:7), and by revealing your good and loving ways in your Word 
(Psalm 147:19).You have prayed for me, Lord  Jesus (John 17:20); so in keeping with 
your example, hear my prayer for __________ (fill in a name) who appears intent 
on harming me. Open their eyes, and turn them from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan to the power of God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins 
and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in you, Lord  Jesus (Acts 26:18).

Garden 
toolS

Week 

1
Day 

4

PRayeR

Praying for PerSecuTorS

There are more Tools in The shed; go To page 523 for your nexT daily reading.
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“When you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand  
is doing, so that your giving may be in secret.”  ~M at t h e w  6 : 3

=

Read: Matthew 6:2 – 6
oil & ShaRPen wiTh: Isaiah 45:3; Job 42:5; Romans 11:36

the garden is generous with us, so to speak, revealing intimate things to us, its keeper; 
we experience sweet moments not given to the casual visitor. hidden treasures, like 

the sentinel song of the cardinal perched on a cedar branch or the subtle scent of myrtle 
as dawn’s light warms, bestow on us the rich blessing of simple pleasures.

For in even the most unimportant parts of my garden are little secret treasures.
 — hanna Rion, Let’s Make a Flower Garden, 1912

Knowing this, our great gardener God has invited us to take up the garden tools of 
generosity and prayer, and work with him in tending and keeping his people. Offering 
bounty from the garden, financial support and prayers for God’s work on earth will give 
us a way to know him more intimately, inviting us to know better our Father in heaven.

But make no mistake, gardener: the glory is all God’s. we take neither credit nor 
attention away from the Lord — yes, we need the tool of humility as well — so we never 
get confused about whose power sustains the whole process. So when you give, make sure 
that you glorify the giver rather than glorifying the gift.

Verily, then, the earth is divine, because man did not make it. we are here, part in the 
creation. we cannot escape. we are under obligation to take part and to do our best 
. . . we may not know the full plan, but that does not alter the relation. when once we 
set ourselves to the pleasure of our dominion, reverently and hopefully, and assume 
all its responsibilities, we shall have a new hold on life.

 — Liberty hyde Bailey, The Holy Earth, 1915

he is generous to reward our keeping quiet and simply donating, paying or praying, 
when his provision makes our gifts possible and his word and Spirit guides our prayers 
(Romans 8:26) in the first place. It is all him and all through him and to him that we 
return some of what he has given us, for his glory alone (Romans 11:36).

Prayer: Merciful Lord, help me, as L. H. Bailey advised, to “assume all . . . respon-
sibilities” of the great dominion you have given me, to participate in your divine 
work, giving me “a new hold on life”: Knowing you more deeply as my Lord (Isa-
iah 45:3), and seeing you more vividly (Job 42:5). These hidden treasures bless me 
with riches stored in secret places, like the intimate pleasures given from garden 
to gardener.

Garden 
toolS
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7
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4

geneRosity

garden SecreTS

There are more Tools in The shed; go To page 1383 for your nexT daily reading.
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then the  light with in you is dark ness, how 
 great is that dark ness!

24 “No one can  serve two mas ters. Ei ther 
you will hate the one and love the oth er, or 
you will be de vot ed to the one and de spise 
the oth er. You can not  serve both God and 
mon ey.

Do Not Worry
25 “There fore I tell you, do not wor ry  about 

your life, what you will eat or  drink; or  about 
your body, what you will wear. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than 
 clothes? 26 Look at the  birds of the air; they 
do not sow or reap or  store away in  barns, 
and yet your heav en ly Fa ther  feeds them. 
Are you not much more valu able than they? 
27 Can any one of you by wor ry ing add a sin
gle hour to your life e ?

28 “And why do you wor ry  about  clothes? 
See how the flow ers of the  field grow. They 
do not la bor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that 
not even Sol o mon in all his splen dor was 
 dressed like one of  these. 30 If that is how God 
 clothes the  grass of the  field,  which is here 
to day and to mor row is  thrown into the fire, 
will he not much more  clothe you —  you of 
lit tle  faith? 31 So do not wor ry, say ing, ‘What 
 shall we eat?’ or ‘What  shall we  drink?’ or 
‘What  shall we wear?’ 32 For the pa gans run 
af ter all  these  things, and your heav en ly Fa
ther  knows that you need them. 33 But seek 
 first his king dom and his righ teous ness, and 
all  these  things will be giv en to you as well. 
34 There fore do not wor ry  about to mor row, 
for to mor row will wor ry  about it self. Each 
day has  enough trou ble of its own.

Judging Others

7 “Do not  judge, or you too will be  judged. 
2 For in the same way you  judge oth ers, 

you will be  judged, and with the mea sure 
you use, it will be mea sured to you.

3 “Why do you look at the  speck of saw dust 
in your broth er’s eye and pay no at ten tion 
to the  plank in your own eye? 4 How can you 
say to your broth er, ‘Let me take the  speck 
out of your eye,’ when all the time  there is a 
 plank in your own eye? 5 You hyp o crite,  first 
take the  plank out of your own eye, and then 

pray to your Fa ther, who is un seen. Then 
your Fa ther, who sees what is done in se cret, 
will re ward you. 7 And when you pray, do not 
keep on bab bling like pa gans, for they  think 
they will be  heard be cause of  their many 
 words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Fa ther 
 knows what you need be fore you ask him.

9 “This, then, is how you  should pray:

  “ ‘Our Father in heaven,
  hallowed be your name,
 10 your kingdom come,
  your will be done,
  on earth as it is in heaven.
 11 Give us today our daily bread.
 12 And forgive us our debts,
  as we also have forgiven our debtors.
 13 And lead us not into temptation, a

  but deliver us from the evil one. b ’

14 For if you for give oth er peo ple when they 
sin  against you, your heav en ly Fa ther will 
also for give you. 15 But if you do not for give 
oth ers  their sins, your Fa ther will not for give 
your sins.

Fasting
16 “When you fast, do not look som ber as 

the hyp o crites do, for they dis fig ure  their 
fac es to show oth ers they are fast ing. Tru ly 
I tell you, they have re ceived  their re ward 
in full. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your 
head and wash your face, 18 so that it will not 
be ob vi ous to oth ers that you are fast ing, but 
only to your Fa ther, who is un seen; and your 
Fa ther, who sees what is done in se cret, will 
re ward you.

Treasures in Heaven
19 “Do not  store up for your selves trea sures 

on  earth,  where moths and ver min de stroy, 
and  where  thieves  break in and  steal. 20 But 
 store up for your selves trea sures in heav en, 
 where moths and ver min do not de stroy, 
and  where  thieves do not  break in and  steal. 
21 For  where your trea sure is,  there your 
 heart will be also.

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your 
eyes are  healthy, c your  whole body will be 
full of  light. 23 But if your eyes are un healthy, d 
your  whole body will be full of dark ness. If 

a 13 The Greek for temptation can also mean testing.    b 13 Or from evil ; some late manuscripts one, / for 
yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.    c 22 The Greek for healthy here implies 
generous.    d 23 The Greek for unhealthy here implies stingy.    e 27 Or single cubit to your height    
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“You give a tenth of your spices — mint, dill and cumin.  
But you have neglected the more important matters of the law —  

justice, mercy and faithfulness.”  ~M at t h e w  2 3 : 2 3

=

Read: Matthew 23:23 – 24
FeRTilize wiTh: Micah 6:8; Matthew 7:15 – 20; Mark 11:12 – 14

Now without being smug about our gardener’s wisdom, we can easily recognize the 
clue that something was not right with the Pharisees. For these men were recog-

nized as having knowledge of God, as teachers of his law (John 3:1). Yet had they truly 
known God, if they were deeply acquainted with his character, cherishing his grace and 
compassion, his restraint of harshness and his abounding loving-kindness (exodus 34:6; 
Nehemiah 9:17; Psalm 86:15), we would expect their tithes to be fruit — pistachios or 
pomegranates, figs, dates, olives, or carob! Yet the herbs and spice tithe in this story-
moment gave their empty hearts away (Matthew 23:23).

they looked good and smelled good, as the saying goes; most drought-tolerant herbs 
stay leafy-green through even semiarid seasons, and mint and dill leaves, and cumin’s 
pungent seeds, have alluring aromas. Yet they are not the nourishment of a meal, merely 
attractive outerwear, we might say; likewise the elaborate vestments (Matthew 23:5) and 
hollow words of the Pharisees had nothing of substance to bless others. the supposed 
men of God did not lead their people justly, as  Jesus exposed (Matthew 23:23), nor did 
they love the opportunities to pour out loving-kindness to God’s followers (Matthew 
23:4). their fruitless offerings gave rise to  Jesus’ rebuke, reflecting his metaphorical 
teaching to understand a person’s relationship with God by their display of his character: 
“By their fruit you will recognize them” (Matthew 7:16, 20).

the Pharisees showed no resemblance of the One who called them. Indeed they did 
not recognize the Lord as he stood right before them (John 10:24 – 26)! and so a gar-
dener’s glance tells all — their herbal tithes revealed they weren’t bearing fruit, and the 
Lord wants fruit (Mark 11:13 – 14).

Prayer: Lord, once again your gardening details have captured my interest and 
seasoned my desire for you. I am humbled that my belief in you and trust in your 
Word is as obvious as the fruit on a tree (Matthew 7:20). Heavenly Father, I want to 
be a good tree (Matthew 7:17), but I have so far to grow! How I cherish your mercy 
even more in this moment, blessed Redeemer.

Garden 
Work

Week 

21
Week- 

enD

BeaRing FRuit

a gardener’S cLue

To conTinue your garden work, go To page 174 for your nexT daily reading.
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9 “Then you will be hand ed over to be 
per se cut ed and put to  death, and you will 
be hat ed by all na tions be cause of me. 10 At 
that time many will turn away from the 
 faith and will be tray and hate each oth er, 
11 and many  false proph ets will ap pear and 
de ceive many peo ple. 12 Be cause of the in
crease of wick ed ness, the love of most will 
grow cold, 13 but the one who  stands firm to 
the end will be  saved. 14 And this gos pel of 
the king dom will be  preached in the  whole 
 world as a tes ti mo ny to all na tions, and then 
the end will come.

15 “So when you see stand ing in the holy 
 place ‘the abom i na tion that caus es des o la
tion,’ b spo ken of  through the proph et Dan
iel —  let the read er un der stand —   16 then let 
 those who are in Ju dea flee to the moun
tains. 17 Let no one on the house top go down 
to take any thing out of the  house. 18 Let no 
one in the  field go back to get  their  cloak. 
19 How dread ful it will be in  those days for 
preg nant wom en and nurs ing moth ers! 
20 Pray that your  flight will not take  place in 
win ter or on the Sab bath. 21 For then  there 
will be  great dis tress, un equaled from the 
be gin ning of the  world un til now —  and nev
er to be  equaled  again.

22 “If  those days had not been cut  short, 
no one  would sur vive, but for the sake of the 
 elect  those days will be short ened. 23 At that 
time if any one says to you, ‘Look, here is the 
Mes si ah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not be lieve it. 
24 For  false mes si ahs and  false proph ets will 
ap pear and per form  great  signs and won ders 
to de ceive, if pos si ble, even the  elect. 25 See, I 
have told you  ahead of time.

26 “So if any one  tells you, ‘There he is, out 
in the wil der ness,’ do not go out; or, ‘Here 
he is, in the in ner  rooms,’ do not be lieve it. 
27 For as light ning that  comes from the east is 
vis i ble even in the west, so will be the com
ing of the Son of Man. 28 Wher ev er  there is a 
car cass,  there the vul tures will gath er.

29 “Im me di ate ly af ter the dis tress of  those 
days

  “ ‘the sun will be darkened,
  and the moon will not give  

its light;
  the stars will fall from the sky,
  and the heavenly bodies will be 

shaken.’ c

 against your selves that you are the de scen
dants of  those who mur dered the proph ets. 
32 Go ahead, then, and com plete what your 
an ces tors started!

33 “You  snakes! You  brood of vi pers! How 
will you es cape be ing con demned to hell? 
34 There fore I am send ing you proph ets and 
 sages and teach ers. Some of them you will 
kill and cru ci fy; oth ers you will flog in your 
syn a gogues and pur sue from town to town. 
35 And so upon you will come all the righ
teous  blood that has been shed on  earth, 
from the  blood of righ teous Abel to the 
 blood of Zech a ri ah son of Ber e ki ah, whom 
you mur dered be tween the tem ple and the 
al tar. 36 Tru ly I tell you, all this will come on 
this gen er a tion.

37 “Je ru sa lem, Je ru sa lem, you who kill the 
proph ets and  stone  those sent to you, how 
of ten I have  longed to gath er your chil dren 
to geth er, as a hen gath ers her  chicks un der 
her  wings, and you were not will ing. 38 Look, 
your  house is left to you des o late. 39 For I tell 
you, you will not see me  again un til you say, 
‘Blessed is he who  comes in the name of the 
Lord.’ a ”

The Destruction of the Temple  
and Signs of the End Times

24 Jesus left the tem ple and was walk
ing away when his dis ci ples came up 

to him to call his at ten tion to its build ings. 
2 “Do you see all  these  things?” he  asked. 
“Tru ly I tell you, not one  stone here will be 
left on an oth er; ev ery one will be  thrown 
down.”

3 As  Jesus was sit ting on the  Mount of Ol
ives, the dis ci ples came to him pri vate ly. 
“Tell us,” they said, “when will this hap pen, 
and what will be the sign of your com ing and 
of the end of the age?”

4 Jesus an swered: “Watch out that no one 
de ceives you. 5 For many will come in my 
name, claim ing, ‘I am the Mes si ah,’ and will 
de ceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and 
ru mors of wars, but see to it that you are not 
 alarmed. Such  things must hap pen, but the 
end is  still to come. 7 Na tion will rise  against 
na tion, and king dom  against king dom. 
 There will be fam ines and earth quakes in 
var i ous plac es. 8 All  these are the be gin ning 
of  birth pains.

a 39 Psalm 118:26    b 15 Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11    c 29 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4    
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landscape

continued on next page

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany 
at the Mount of Olives,  Jesus sent two of his disciples.  ~M a R K  11:1

Read: Mark 11:1 – 11
PanoRamic View: Deuteronomy 11:11 – 12; Nehemiah 8:15; 
Luke 21:37 – 38

Opening Prayer: Lord  Jesus, draw me into this landscape so you will 
become more real to me. You have stood on this Mount — and taught 
and prayed and cried here. This was your retreat, a place ref lecting 
your humility. For even when the Mount hosted your triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem, you rode its paths on a donkey, not a regal horse. Lord, 
may I see all you have done on this mountain so I may tell others 
about the peace you have brought to me and to all of humanity (Isaiah 
53:5).

Landscape Description
the Mount of Olives is the limestone mountain ridge bordering the 
eastern edge of the old city of Jerusalem. three main peaks along the 
ridge rise to elevations over 2,600 feet, nearly 300 feet higher than 
the temple Mount on the next mountain over, Mount Moriah. the 
Kidron Valley separates the two. the varied terrain of the nation’s 
capital seemed to embody the Lord’s description of the land he prom-
ised to the Israelites, a land of mountains and valleys (Deuteronomy 
11:11 – 12). while Moriah held the temple and adjacent palaces and 
other buildings, the Mount of Olives experienced very little develop-
ment, remaining a park-like setting throughout most of the city’s his-
tory. the original name-giving groves of olive trees populating the 
ridge and providing a tranquil setting were destroyed, though current 
trees growing on the site are probably close to 2,000 years old.1 Part of 
Judah’s hill country, Jerusalem has a classic Mediterranean climate, 
receiving an annual average of 25 inches of rainfall exclusively in win-
tertime; summers are dry and radiantly warm, with temperatures 
reaching the upper eighties. Cold hardiness is zone 10.

Traveler’s View
the top of the Mount of Olives offers encompassing views of the holy 
Land, including in one dramatic panorama many places from our Sun-
day school lessons.

there is but one true approach to Jerusalem, and if possible, even 
at the cost of some hours’ detour, let the pilgrim endeavor to enter 
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continued from previous page

Garden 
tour

from the east, the favorite approach of our Lord, the path of his last 
and triumphant entry. It is a glorious burst, as the traveller rounds 
the shoulder of Mount Olivet . . . the one thought, “this is Jerusalem,” 
absorbs all others.

 — h. B. tristram, The Land of Israel, 1882

Bethany and Jericho lie to the east of Jerusalem, and the route traveled to these towns 
crossed over the Mount of Olives. heading toward these areas, cresting the top of the 
Mount, the view east opens up to the barren hills and valleys: Judah’s wilderness in the 
foreground, the Dead Sea, a slice of gleaming azure streaking across the middle and the 
massive, verdant mountains of Moab in the distance. Likewise, coming up to Jerusalem 
from the east to stand atop the Mount of Olives, the full spread of the city of Jerusalem 
opens before us (Mark 11:1 – 11). this expansive view of the city prompted  Jesus’ mourn-
ful cry for its kindred inhabitants in their failure to see what would bring them peace 
(Luke 19:41 – 42).

Gethsemane
the garden of Gethsemane was an area at the base of the middle peak of the Mount of 
Olives. the name adopted from hebrew means literally “wine-press of oils,”2 indicating 
that olive oil production took place here at one time, an industry likely arising from the 
great supply of olives on the Mount. to ensure the highest quality of olive oil, olive fruits 
must be pressed within 24 to 48 hours of their harvest;3 locating production close to an 
orchard would have been a necessity in ancient times. Olives will ferment if stored for 
very long.

this holy garden, the place of  Jesus’ pressing prayers (Matthew 26:36; Mark 14:32), set 
apart from the rest of the Mount by its specific name, was not likely arranged as we expect 
a garden to be today. It would have functioned more as an orchard, a cultivation of trees 
for their useful fruit, not a display of colorful flowers for enjoyment’s sake. the shade of 
the trees, however, would be as prized in the heat of Jerusalem’s sunny afternoons as the 
refuge we seek in our modern gardens.

Golden Gate
the Golden Gate, a portal in the old city’s wall of fortification, faces due east, and this 
eastern gate is predicted to welcome the entrance of the Lord’s glory when he returns 
to Jerusalem (ezekiel 43:4). Naturally, the Golden Gate opens to the Mount of Olives, 
where  Jesus left the earth and went to heaven (acts 1:9) and where he will come back 
(verse 11).

the landscape . . . rivets itself upon the soul with magnetic power, for over it hover the 
memories of redemption achieved, and the victory over the grave.

 — h. B. tristram, The Land of Israel, 1882

ezekiel recorded a vision of God’s glory over the eastern mountain (ezekiel 11:23), 
and Zechariah also predicted an appearance of the Lord to come, standing firmly on the 
Olivet to fight for the freedom and security of Jerusalem (Zechariah 14:4). the Mount 
of Olives is aglow with a continuity of the Lord’s presence and prophesies, from the Old 
testament to the ministry of  Jesus.

9780310441137_int_05_matt_acts_NIV_gardeners_FINAL.indd   1138 12/17/13   12:14 PM



1139

Native Plants
Olea europaea, the common olive, is a tree that is fundamental to the word of God. a 
native Mediterranean species of the Oleaceae family, the olive carried a radiant message 
of God’s peace and blessing to Noah and his family, promising the restoration of their 
livelihood and harmony on the earth (Genesis 8:11). It was a central part of the life of 
the Israelites, both in their worship — incorporating olive oil for anointing and lighting 
the tabernacle (exodus 25:6) — and in their agricultural sustenance (Deuteronomy 8:8). 
these themes of peace, blessing, light and fullness emanate from the olive fruit’s mul-
tiple uses and the hardiness of the tree to produce abundantly from rocky, low-fertility 
soils without summer rain. they were woven consistently throughout the Old testament, 
reaching their peak in the New testament at the Mount of Olives in  Jesus’ ministry, where 
we are told to tell the world, from person to person, what we have seen in God’s light (acts 
1:8). Olive is cold hardy to zone 9.

Elaeagnus angustifolia, Russian olive or oleaster is a likely species of “wild olive” that 
also grew in this area (Nehemiah 8:15). It is a large shrub or small tree growing to 20 
feet tall, native to the Mediterranean region. Oleaster has narrow, oval shaped leaves, 
with a silvery cast, similar to the olive. a member of the Elaeagnaceae family, oleaster 
is in no way botanically related to the common olive; though the leaves and small fruits 
resemble each other, oleaster has a more rounded, symmetrical habit, with slender, multi-
branching trunks, and is deciduous. Oleaster flowers in midsummer with medium-sized, 
fragrant yellow blooms, appearing singly or in pairs along the branch. Fall fruits mainly 
feed the birds, their taste reported to be bitter.4 also translated “oil tree” (Isaiah 41:19), 
the fruits produce a significantly lesser quality oil than the olive that is mainly used 
medicinally. Oleaster is considered invasive in the United States, an opportunist easily 
overcoming infertile soils, full sun and low moisture.

To conTinue your garden Tour, go To page 373 for your nexT daily reading.

9780310441137_int_05_matt_acts_NIV_gardeners_FINAL.indd   1139 12/17/13   12:14 PM



1140 1140mark 12:14  mark 11:16 

33 So they an swered  Jesus, “We  don’t know.”
Jesus said, “Nei ther will I tell you by what 

au thor i ty I am do ing  these things.”

The Parable of the Tenants

12 Jesus then be gan to  speak to them 
in par a bles: “A man plant ed a vine

yard. He put a wall  around it, dug a pit for 
the wine press and  built a watch tow er. Then 
he rent ed the vine yard to some farm ers and 
 moved to an oth er  place. 2 At har vest time he 
sent a ser vant to the ten ants to col lect from 
them some of the  fruit of the vine yard. 3 But 
they  seized him, beat him and sent him 
away emp tyhand ed. 4 Then he sent an oth er 
ser vant to them; they  struck this man on the 
head and treat ed him shame ful ly. 5 He sent 
 still an oth er, and that one they  killed. He 
sent many oth ers; some of them they beat, 
oth ers they killed.

6 “He had one left to send, a son, whom he 
 loved. He sent him last of all, say ing, ‘They 
will re spect my son.’

7 “But the ten ants said to one an oth er, 
‘This is the heir. Come,  let’s kill him, and 
the in her i tance will be ours.’ 8 So they took 
him and  killed him, and  threw him out of the 
vine yard.

9 “What then will the own er of the vine
yard do? He will come and kill  those ten ants 
and give the vine yard to oth ers. 10 Haven’t 
you read this pas sage of Scrip ture:

  “ ‘The stone the builders rejected
  has become the cornerstone;
 11 the Lord has done this,
  and it is marvelous in our eyes’ f ?”

12 Then the  chief  priests, the teach ers of 
the law and the el ders  looked for a way to 
ar rest him be cause they knew he had spo
ken the par a ble  against them. But they were 
 afraid of the  crowd; so they left him and went 
away.

Paying the Imperial Tax to Caesar
13 Lat er they sent some of the Phar i sees 

and He ro di ans to  Jesus to  catch him in his 
 words. 14 They came to him and said, “Teach
er, we know that you are a man of in teg ri ty. 
You  aren’t  swayed by oth ers, be cause you pay 

 those who were buy ing and sell ing  there. He 
over turned the ta bles of the mon ey chang
ers and the bench es of  those sell ing  doves, 
16 and  would not al low any one to car ry mer
chan dise  through the tem ple  courts. 17 And 
as he  taught them, he said, “Is it not writ ten: 
‘My  house will be  called a  house of  prayer for 
all na tions’ a ? But you have made it ‘a den of 
rob bers.’ b ”

18 The  chief  priests and the teach ers of the 
law  heard this and be gan look ing for a way 
to kill him, for they  feared him, be cause the 
 whole  crowd was  amazed at his teach ing.

19 When eve ning came,  Jesus and his dis
ci ples c went out of the city.

20 In the morn ing, as they went  along, they 
saw the fig tree with ered from the  roots. 21 Pe
ter re mem bered and said to  Jesus, “Rab bi, 
look! The fig tree you  cursed has with ered!”

22 “Have  faith in God,”  Jesus an swered. 
23 “Tru ly d I tell you, if any one says to this 
moun tain, ‘Go,  throw your self into the 
sea,’ and does not  doubt in their  heart but 
be lieves that what they say will hap pen, it 
will be done for them. 24 There fore I tell you, 
what ev er you ask for in  prayer, be lieve that 
you have re ceived it, and it will be  yours. 
25 And when you  stand pray ing, if you hold 
any thing  against any one, for give them, so 
that your Fa ther in heav en may for give you 
your sins.” [26] e

The Authority of Jesus Questioned
27 They ar rived  again in Je ru sa lem, and 

 while  Jesus was walk ing in the tem ple  courts, 
the  chief  priests, the teach ers of the law and 
the el ders came to him. 28 “By what au thor
i ty are you do ing  these  things?” they  asked. 
“And who gave you au thor i ty to do this?”

29 Jesus re plied, “I will ask you one ques
tion. An swer me, and I will tell you by what 
au thor i ty I am do ing  these  things. 30 John’s 
bap tism —  was it from heav en, or of hu man 
or i gin? Tell me!”

31 They dis cussed it  among them selves 
and said, “If we say, ‘From heav en,’ he will 
ask, ‘Then why  didn’t you be lieve him?’ 
32 But if we say, ‘Of hu man or i gin’ . . .” (They 
 feared the peo ple, for ev ery one held that 
John real ly was a proph et.)

a 17 Isaiah 56:7    b 17 Jer. 7:11    c 19 Some early manuscripts came, Jesus    d 22,23 Some early 
manuscripts “If you have faith in God,” Jesus answered, 23“truly    e 26 Some manuscripts include here 
words similar to Matt. 6:15.    f 11 Psalm 118:22,23    
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