


Letter from the Editor
“Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life.”

The closing line of Philip P . Bliss’s hymn says it perfectly . God’s Word is filled with 
beautiful, wonderful words that give us life . The words of Scripture are indeed beauti-
ful for their love, grace, exhortation, correction, wisdom, hope and truth . While we 
know that God’s Word stands alone and needs no help from us to speak to the reader, 
we complemented Scripture with illustrations of God’s beautiful words . In partnership 
with seven unique artists who each brought their own personal creative style to 500 
verses, we added visual beauty to the pages of Scripture .

With the help from data collected by BibleGateway, we selected key verses online 
Bible readers search most often . We paired our review with an editorial eye to select 
verses that represented every book of the Bible and that balanced popular verses with 
less familiar ones . Some verses are great to memorize, others will introduce you to a 
section of God’s Word that may be unfamiliar .

How many women have prayed a prayer such as Hannah did in 1 Samuel? Do you 
feel you have been placed in a work, home, or family situation “for such a time as this,” 
like Esther? Perhaps you need a reminder that sins will be found out (Numbers 32:23) 
and God is a just God (Deuteronomy 32:4) — but also that he is a merciful God (Jonah 
4:2) whose love knows no end . Maybe today you need the hope of 2 Chronicles 15:7: 
“But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be rewarded .” As Psalm 
150 encourages us, “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord .” And no matter 
what season you are in, 2 Thessalonians 3 reminds us, “The Lord is faithful — both sun 
and rain are important to growth and he will not fail you in any season .”

We hope that through the beauty of these illustrated words, you will pause, read 
and be drawn in to explore God’s Word deeper than you have before . We also hope that 
the artwork will inspire you to illustrate or journal about your favorite, life-changing 
verses and passages in the margins of this Bible .

We pray that this inspirational, Scripture-based art will open your hearts to his 
beautiful, wonderful words of life in a way you’ve never experienced .

Melinda Bouma 
Associate Publisher, Bible Group
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Matthew
The Genealogy of  Jesus the Messiah

1 This is the ge ne al o gy a of  Jesus the Mes si ah b the son of Da vid, the son of Abra
ham:

 2 Abra ham was the fa ther of Isaac,
  Isaac the fa ther of Ja cob,
  Ja cob the fa ther of Ju dah and his broth ers,
 3 Ju dah the fa ther of Pe rez and Ze rah,  whose moth er was Ta mar,
  Pe rez the fa ther of Hez ron,
  Hez ron the fa ther of Ram,
 4 Ram the fa ther of Am min a dab,
  Am min a dab the fa ther of Nah shon,
  Nah shon the fa ther of Sal mon,
 5 Sal mon the fa ther of Boaz,  whose moth er was Ra hab,
  Boaz the fa ther of Obed,  whose moth er was Ruth,
  Obed the fa ther of Jes se,
 6 and Jes se the fa ther of King Da vid.

  Da vid was the fa ther of Sol o mon,  whose moth er had been Uri ah’s wife,
 7 Sol o mon the fa ther of Re ho bo am,
  Re ho bo am the fa ther of Abi jah,
  Abi jah the fa ther of Asa,
 8 Asa the fa ther of Je hosh a phat,
  Je hosh a phat the fa ther of Je ho ram,
  Je ho ram the fa ther of Uz zi ah,
 9 Uz zi ah the fa ther of Jo tham,
  Jo tham the fa ther of Ahaz,
  Ahaz the fa ther of Hez e ki ah,
 10 Hez e ki ah the fa ther of Ma nas seh,
  Ma nas seh the fa ther of Amon,
  Amon the fa ther of Jo si ah,
 11 and Jo si ah the fa ther of Jec o ni ah c and his broth ers at the time of the ex ile 

to Bab ylon.

 12 Af ter the ex ile to Bab ylon:
  Jec o ni ah was the fa ther of She al ti el,
  She al ti el the fa ther of Ze rub ba bel,
 13 Ze rub ba bel the fa ther of Abi hud,
  Abi hud the fa ther of Eli a kim,
  Eli a kim the fa ther of Azor,
 14 Azor the fa ther of Za dok,
  Za dok the fa ther of Akim,
  Akim the fa ther of Eli hud,
 15 Eli hud the fa ther of El e a zar,
  El e a zar the fa ther of Mat than,
  Mat than the fa ther of Ja cob,
 16 and Ja cob the fa ther of Jo seph, the hus band of Mary, and Mary was the 

moth er of  Jesus who is  called the Mes si ah.
17 Thus  there were four teen gen er a tions in all from Abra ham to Da vid, four teen 

from Da vid to the ex ile to Bab ylon, and four teen from the ex ile to the Mes si ah.

a 1 Or is an account of the origin    b 1 Or  Jesus Christ. Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) 
both mean Anointed One; also in verse 18.    c 11 That is, Jehoiachin; also in verse 12    
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two  years old and un der, in ac cor dance with the time he had  learned from the 
Magi. 17 Then what was said  through the proph et Jer e mi ah was ful filled:

 18 “A voice is heard in Ramah,
  weeping and great mourning,
  Rachel weeping for her children
  and refusing to be comforted,
  because they are no more.” a

The Return to Nazareth
19 Af ter Her od died, an an gel of the Lord ap peared in a  dream to Jo seph in 

 Egypt 20 and said, “Get up, take the  child and his moth er and go to the land of 
Is ra el, for  those who were try ing to take the  child’s life are dead.”

21 So he got up, took the  child and his moth er and went to the land of Is ra el. 
22 But when he  heard that Ar che la us was reign ing in Ju dea in  place of his fa ther 
Her od, he was  afraid to go  there. Hav ing been  warned in a  dream, he with drew 
to the dis trict of Gal i lee, 23 and he went and  lived in a town  called Naz a reth. So 
was ful filled what was said  through the proph ets, that he would be  called a Naz
a rene.

John the Baptist Prepares the Way

3 In  those days John the Bap tist came, preach ing in the wil der ness of Ju dea 
2 and say ing, “Re pent, for the king dom of heav en has come near.” 3 This is he 

who was spo ken of  through the proph et Isa iah:

  “A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
  make straight paths for him.’ ” b

4 John’s  clothes were made of cam el’s hair, and he had a leath er belt  around his 
 waist. His food was lo custs and wild hon ey. 5 Peo ple went out to him from Je ru
sa lem and all Ju dea and the  whole re gion of the Jor dan. 6 Con fess ing  their sins, 
they were bap tized by him in the Jor dan Riv er.

7 But when he saw many of the Phar i sees and Sad du cees com ing to  where he 
was bap tiz ing, he said to them: “You  brood of vi pers! Who  warned you to flee 
from the com ing  wrath? 8 Pro duce  fruit in keep ing with re pen tance. 9 And do not 
 think you can say to your selves, ‘We have Abra ham as our fa ther.’ I tell you that 
out of  these  stones God can  raise up chil dren for Abra ham. 10 The ax is al ready at 
the root of the  trees, and ev ery tree that does not pro duce good  fruit will be cut 
down and  thrown into the fire.

11 “I bap tize you with c wa ter for re pen tance. But af ter me  comes one who is 
more pow er ful than I,  whose san dals I am not wor thy to car ry. He will bap tize 
you with c the Holy Spir it and fire. 12 His win now ing fork is in his hand, and he will 
 clear his thresh ing  floor, gath er ing his  wheat into the barn and burn ing up the 
 chaff with un quench able fire.”

The Baptism of  Jesus
13 Then  Jesus came from Gal i lee to the Jor dan to be bap tized by John. 14 But 

John  tried to de ter him, say ing, “I need to be bap tized by you, and do you come 
to me?”

15  Jesus re plied, “Let it be so now; it is prop er for us to do this to ful fill all righ
teous ness.” Then John con sent ed.

16 As soon as  Jesus was bap tized, he went up out of the wa ter. At that mo ment 
heav en was  opened, and he saw the Spir it of God de scend ing like a dove and 
alight ing on him. 17 And a  voice from heav en said, “This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased.”

a 18 Jer. 31:15    b 3 Isaiah 40:3    c 11 Or in    
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Joseph Accepts  Jesus as His Son
18 This is how the  birth of  Jesus the Mes si ah came  about a: His moth er Mary 

was  pledged to be mar ried to Jo seph, but be fore they came to geth er, she was 
 found to be preg nant  through the Holy Spir it. 19 Be cause Jo seph her hus band was 
faith ful to the law, and yet b did not want to ex pose her to pub lic dis grace, he had 
in mind to di vorce her qui et ly.

20 But af ter he had con sid ered this, an an gel of the Lord ap peared to him in 
a  dream and said, “Jo seph son of Da vid, do not be  afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, be cause what is con ceived in her is from the Holy Spir it. 21 She will give 
 birth to a son, and you are to give him the name  Jesus, c be cause he will save his 
peo ple from  their sins.”

22 All this took  place to ful fill what the Lord had said  through the proph et: 
23 “The vir gin will con ceive and give  birth to a son, and they will call him Im
man u el” d (which  means “God with us”).

24 When Jo seph woke up, he did what the an gel of the Lord had com mand ed 
him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not con sum mate their mar
riage un til she gave  birth to a son. And he gave him the name  Jesus.

The Magi Visit the Messiah

2 Af ter  Jesus was born in Beth le hem in Ju dea, dur ing the time of King Her od, 
Magi e from the east came to Je ru sa lem 2 and  asked, “Where is the one who 

has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to 
wor ship him.”

3 When King Her od  heard this he was dis turbed, and all Je ru sa lem with him. 
4 When he had  called to geth er all the peo ple’s  chief  priests and teach ers of the 
law, he  asked them  where the Mes si ah was to be born. 5 “In Beth le hem in Ju dea,” 
they re plied, “for this is what the proph et has writ ten:

 6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
  for out of you will come a ruler
  who will shepherd my people Israel.’ f ”

7 Then Her od  called the Magi se cret ly and  found out from them the ex act time 
the star had ap peared. 8 He sent them to Beth le hem and said, “Go and  search 
care ful ly for the  child. As soon as you find him, re port to me, so that I too may 
go and wor ship him.”

9 Af ter they had  heard the king, they went on  their way, and the star they had 
seen when it rose went  ahead of them un til it  stopped over the  place  where the 
 child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were over joyed. 11 On com ing to the 
 house, they saw the  child with his moth er Mary, and they  bowed down and wor
shiped him. Then they  opened  their trea sures and pre sent ed him with  gifts of 
gold, frank in cense and  myrrh. 12 And hav ing been  warned in a  dream not to go 
back to Her od, they re turned to  their coun try by an oth er route.

The Escape to Egypt
13 When they had gone, an an gel of the Lord ap peared to Jo seph in a  dream. 

“Get up,” he said, “take the  child and his moth er and es cape to  Egypt. Stay  there 
un til I tell you, for Her od is go ing to  search for the  child to kill him.”

14 So he got up, took the  child and his moth er dur ing the  night and left for 
 Egypt, 15 where he  stayed un til the  death of Her od. And so was ful filled what the 
Lord had said  through the proph et: “Out of  Egypt I  called my son.” g

16 When Her od re al ized that he had been out wit ted by the Magi, he was fu ri
ous, and he gave or ders to kill all the boys in Beth le hem and its vi cin i ty who were 

a 18 Or The origin of  Jesus the Messiah was like this    b 19 Or was a righteous man and    
c 21  Jesus is the Greek form of Joshua, which means the Lord saves.    d 23 Isaiah 7:14    
e 1 Traditionally wise men    f 6 Micah 5:2,4    g 15 Hosea 11:1    

1142  |  MATTHEW 1:18
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25 Large  crowds from Gal i lee, the De cap o lis, a Je ru sa lem, Ju dea and the re gion 
 across the Jor dan fol lowed him.

Introduction to the Sermon on the Mount

5 Now when  Jesus saw the  crowds, he went up on a moun tain side and sat 
down. His dis ci ples came to him, 2 and he be gan to  teach them.

The Beatitudes
He said:

 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 4 Blessed are those who mourn,
  for they will be comforted.
 5 Blessed are the meek,
  for they will inherit the earth.
 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
  for they will be filled.
 7 Blessed are the merciful,
  for they will be shown mercy.
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
  for they will see God.
 9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
  for they will be called children of God.
 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when peo ple in sult you, per se cute you and false ly say all 
 kinds of evil  against you be cause of me. 12 Re joice and be glad, be cause  great is 
your re ward in heav en, for in the same way they per se cut ed the proph ets who 
were be fore you.

Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the  earth. But if the salt los es its salt i ness, how can it be 

made  salty  again? It is no lon ger good for any thing, ex cept to be  thrown out and 
tram pled un der foot.

14 “You are the  light of the  world. A town built on a hill can not be hid den. 15 Nei
ther do peo ple  light a lamp and put it un der a bowl. In stead they put it on its 
 stand, and it  gives  light to ev ery one in the  house. 16 In the same way, let your 
 light  shine be fore oth ers, that they may see your good  deeds and glo ri fy your 
Fa ther in heav en.

The Fulfillment of the Law
17 “Do not  think that I have come to abol ish the Law or the Proph ets; I have not 

come to abol ish them but to ful fill them. 18 For tru ly I tell you, un til heav en and 
 earth dis ap pear, not the small est let ter, not the  least  stroke of a pen, will by any 
 means dis ap pear from the Law un til ev ery thing is ac com plished. 19 There fore 
any one who sets  aside one of the  least of  these com mands and teach es oth ers 
ac cord ing ly will be  called  least in the king dom of heav en, but who ev er prac tic
es and teach es  these com mands will be  called  great in the king dom of heav en. 
20 For I tell you that un less your righ teous ness sur pass es that of the Phar i sees 
and the teach ers of the law, you will cer tain ly not en ter the king dom of heav en.

Murder
21 “You have  heard that it was said to the peo ple long ago, ‘You  shall not mur

der, b and any one who mur ders will be sub ject to judg ment.’ 22 But I tell you that 

a 25 That is, the Ten Cities    b 21 Exodus 20:13    
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 Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness

4 Then  Jesus was led by the Spir it into the wil der ness to be tempt ed a by the 
dev il. 2 Af ter fast ing for ty days and for ty  nights, he was hun gry. 3 The tempt

er came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell  these  stones to be come 
bread.”

4  Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten: ‘Man shall not live on  bread  alone, but on ev ery 
word that  comes from the  mouth of God.’ b ”

5 Then the dev il took him to the holy city and had him  stand on the high est 
 point of the tem ple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw your self down. 
For it is writ ten:

  “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you,
  and they will lift you up in their hands,
  so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ c ”

7  Jesus an swered him, “It is also writ ten: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’ d ”

8 Again, the dev il took him to a very high moun tain and  showed him all the 
king doms of the  world and  their splen dor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if 
you will bow down and wor ship me.”

10  Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Sa tan! For it is writ ten: ‘Wor ship the Lord 
your God, and  serve him only.’ e ”

11 Then the dev il left him, and an gels came and at tend ed him.

 Jesus Begins to Preach
12 When  Jesus  heard that John had been put in pris on, he with drew to Gal

i lee. 13 Leav ing Naz a reth, he went and  lived in Ca per na um,  which was by the 
lake in the area of Zeb u lun and Naph ta li —   14 to ful fill what was said  through 
the proph et Isa iah:

 15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
  the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,
  Galilee of the Gentiles —  
 16 the people living in darkness
  have seen a great light;
  on those living in the land of the shadow of death
  a light has dawned.” f

17 From that time on  Jesus be gan to  preach, “Re pent, for the king dom of heav
en has come near.”

 Jesus Calls His First Disciples
18 As  Jesus was walk ing be side the Sea of Gal i lee, he saw two broth ers, Si mon 

 called Pe ter and his broth er An drew. They were cast ing a net into the lake, for 
they were fish er men. 19 “Come, fol low me,”  Jesus said, “and I will send you out to 
fish for peo ple.” 20 At once they left  their nets and fol lowed him.

21 Go ing on from  there, he saw two oth er broth ers,  James son of Zeb e dee and 
his broth er John. They were in a boat with  their fa ther Zeb e dee, pre par ing  their 
nets.  Jesus  called them, 22 and im me di ate ly they left the boat and  their fa ther 
and fol lowed him.

 Jesus Heals the Sick
23  Jesus went through out Gal i lee, teach ing in  their syn a gogues, pro claim ing 

the good news of the king dom, and heal ing ev ery dis ease and sick ness  among 
the peo ple. 24 News  about him  spread all over Syr ia, and peo ple  brought to him 
all who were ill with var i ous dis eas es,  those suf fer ing se vere pain, the de mon
pos sessed,  those hav ing sei zures, and the par a lyzed; and he  healed them. 

a 1 The Greek for tempted can also mean tested.    b 4 Deut. 8:3    c 6 Psalm 91:11,12    
d 7 Deut. 6:16    e 10 Deut. 6:13    f 16 Isaiah 9:1,2    
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Giving to the Needy

6 “Be care ful not to prac tice your righ teous ness in  front of oth ers to be seen by 
them. If you do, you will have no re ward from your Fa ther in heav en.

2 “So when you give to the  needy, do not an nounce it with trum pets, as the 
hyp o crites do in the syn a gogues and on the  streets, to be hon ored by oth ers. 
Tru ly I tell you, they have re ceived  their re ward in full. 3 But when you give to 
the  needy, do not let your left hand know what your  right hand is do ing, 4 so that 
your giv ing may be in se cret. Then your Fa ther, who sees what is done in se cret, 
will re ward you.

Prayer
5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hyp o crites, for they love to pray stand

ing in the syn a gogues and on the  street cor ners to be seen by oth ers. Tru ly I tell 
you, they have re ceived  their re ward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your 
room,  close the door and pray to your Fa ther, who is un seen. Then your Fa ther, 
who sees what is done in se cret, will re ward you. 7 And when you pray, do not 
keep on bab bling like pa gans, for they  think they will be  heard be cause of  their 
many  words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Fa ther  knows what you need be fore 
you ask him.

9 “This, then, is how you  should pray:

  “ ‘Our Father in heaven,
  hallowed be your name,
 10 your kingdom come,
  your will be done,
  on earth as it is in heaven.
 11 Give us today our daily bread.
 12 And forgive us our debts,
  as we also have forgiven our debtors.
 13 And lead us not into temptation, a

  but deliver us from the evil one. b ’
14 For if you for give oth er peo ple when they sin  against you, your heav en ly Fa ther 
will also for give you. 15 But if you do not for give oth ers  their sins, your Fa ther will 
not for give your sins.

Fasting
16 “When you fast, do not look som ber as the hyp o crites do, for they dis fig ure 

 their fac es to show oth ers they are fast ing. Tru ly I tell you, they have re ceived 
 their re ward in full. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your 
face, 18 so that it will not be ob vi ous to oth ers that you are fast ing, but only to 
your Fa ther, who is un seen; and your Fa ther, who sees what is done in se cret, 
will re ward you.

Treasures in Heaven
19 “Do not  store up for your selves trea sures on  earth,  where moths and ver min 

de stroy, and  where  thieves  break in and  steal. 20 But  store up for your selves trea
sures in heav en,  where moths and ver min do not de stroy, and  where  thieves do 
not  break in and  steal. 21 For  where your trea sure is,  there your  heart will be also.

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are  healthy, c your  whole body 
will be full of  light. 23 But if your eyes are un healthy, d your  whole body will be full 
of dark ness. If then the  light with in you is dark ness, how  great is that dark ness!

24 “No one can  serve two mas ters. Ei ther you will hate the one and love the 

a 13 The Greek for temptation can also mean testing.    b 13 Or from evil ; some late 
manuscripts one, / for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.    
c 22 The Greek for healthy here implies generous.    d 23 The Greek for unhealthy here 
implies stingy.    
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any one who is an gry with a broth er or sis ter a , b will be sub ject to judg ment. 
 Again, any one who says to a broth er or sis ter, ‘Raca,’ c is an swer able to the court. 
And any one who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in dan ger of the fire of hell.

23 “There fore, if you are of fer ing your gift at the al tar and  there re mem ber that 
your broth er or sis ter has some thing  against you, 24 leave your gift  there in  front 
of the al tar.  First go and be rec on ciled to them; then come and of fer your gift.

25 “Set tle mat ters quick ly with your ad ver sary who is tak ing you to  court. Do 
it  while you are  still to geth er on the way, or your ad ver sary may hand you over 
to the  judge, and the  judge may hand you over to the of fi cer, and you may be 
 thrown into pris on. 26 Tru ly I tell you, you will not get out un til you have paid 
the last pen ny.

Adultery
27 “You have  heard that it was said, ‘You  shall not com mit adul tery.’ d 28 But I tell 

you that any one who  looks at a wom an lust ful ly has al ready com mit ted adul tery 
with her in his  heart. 29 If your  right eye caus es you to stum ble,  gouge it out and 
 throw it away. It is bet ter for you to lose one part of your body than for your  whole 
body to be  thrown into hell. 30 And if your  right hand caus es you to stum ble, cut 
it off and  throw it away. It is bet ter for you to lose one part of your body than for 
your  whole body to go into hell.

Divorce
31 “It has been said, ‘Any one who di vorc es his wife must give her a cer tif i cate of 

di vorce.’ e 32 But I tell you that any one who di vorc es his wife, ex cept for sex u al im
mo ral i ty, makes her the vic tim of adul tery, and any one who mar ries a di vorced 
wom an com mits adul tery.

Oaths
33 “Again, you have  heard that it was said to the peo ple long ago, ‘Do not  break 

your oath, but ful fill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ 34 But I tell you, do not 
 swear an oath at all: ei ther by heav en, for it is  God’s  throne; 35 or by the  earth, for 
it is his foot stool; or by Je ru sa lem, for it is the city of the  Great King. 36 And do not 
 swear by your head, for you can not make even one hair  white or  black. 37 All you 
need to say is sim ply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; any thing be yond this  comes from the evil one. f

Eye for Eye
38 “You have  heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and  tooth for  tooth.’ g 39 But I tell 

you, do not re sist an evil per son. If any one  slaps you on the  right  cheek, turn to 
them the oth er  cheek also. 40 And if any one  wants to sue you and take your  shirt, 
hand over your coat as well. 41 If any one forc es you to go one mile, go with them 
two  miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one 
who  wants to bor row from you.

Love for Enemies
43 “You have  heard that it was said, ‘Love your neigh bor h and hate your en e my.’ 

44 But I tell you, love your en e mies and pray for  those who per se cute you, 45 that 
you may be chil dren of your Fa ther in heav en. He caus es his sun to rise on the 
evil and the good, and  sends rain on the righ teous and the un righ teous. 46 If you 
love  those who love you, what re ward will you get? Are not even the tax col lec tors 
do ing that? 47 And if you  greet only your own peo ple, what are you do ing more 
than oth ers? Do not even pa gans do that? 48 Be per fect, there fore, as your heav
en ly Fa ther is per fect.

a 22 The Greek word for brother or sister (adelphos) refers here to a fellow disciple, whether 
man or woman; also in verse 23.    b 22 Some manuscripts brother or sister without cause    
c 22 An Aramaic term of contempt    d 27 Exodus 20:14    e 31 Deut. 24:1    f 37 Or from 
evil    g 38 Exodus 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21    h 43 Lev. 19:18    
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True and False Disciples
21 “Not ev ery one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will en ter the king dom of heav

en, but only the one who does the will of my Fa ther who is in heav en. 22 Many will 
say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not proph e sy in your name and in your 
name  drive out de mons and in your name per form many mir a cles?’ 23 Then I will 
tell them plain ly, ‘I nev er knew you. Away from me, you evil do ers!’

The Wise and Foolish Builders
24 “There fore ev ery one who  hears  these  words of mine and puts them into 

prac tice is like a wise man who  built his  house on the rock. 25 The rain came 
down, the  streams rose, and the  winds blew and beat  against that  house; yet it 
did not fall, be cause it had its foun da tion on the rock. 26 But ev ery one who  hears 
 these  words of mine and does not put them into prac tice is like a fool ish man 
who  built his  house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the  streams rose, and the 
 winds blew and beat  against that  house, and it fell with a  great crash.”

28 When  Jesus had fin ished say ing  these  things, the  crowds were  amazed at 
his teach ing, 29 be cause he  taught as one who had au thor i ty, and not as  their 
teach ers of the law.

 Jesus Heals a Man With Leprosy

8 When  Jesus came down from the moun tain side,  large  crowds fol lowed him. 
2 A man with lep ro sy a came and  knelt be fore him and said, “Lord, if you are 

will ing, you can make me clean.”
3  Jesus  reached out his hand and  touched the man. “I am will ing,” he said. “Be 

 clean!” Im me di ate ly he was  cleansed of his lep ro sy. 4 Then  Jesus said to him, “See 
that you  don’t tell any one. But go, show your self to the  priest and of fer the gift 
Mo ses com mand ed, as a tes ti mo ny to them.”

The Faith of the Centurion
5 When  Jesus had en tered Ca per na um, a cen tu ri on came to him, ask ing for 

help. 6 “Lord,” he said, “my ser vant lies at home par a lyzed, suf fer ing ter ri bly.”
7  Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?”
8 The cen tu ri on re plied, “Lord, I do not de serve to have you come un der my 

roof. But just say the word, and my ser vant will be  healed. 9 For I my self am a 
man un der au thor i ty, with sol diers un der me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; 
and that one, ‘Come,’ and he  comes. I say to my ser vant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

10 When  Jesus  heard this, he was  amazed and said to  those fol low ing him, 
“Tru ly I tell you, I have not  found any one in Is ra el with such  great  faith. 11 I say to 
you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take  their plac es 
at the  feast with Abra ham,  Isaac and Ja cob in the king dom of heav en. 12 But the 
sub jects of the king dom will be  thrown out side, into the dark ness,  where  there 
will be weep ing and gnash ing of teeth.”

13 Then  Jesus said to the cen tu ri on, “Go! Let it be done just as you be lieved it 
 would.” And his ser vant was  healed at that mo ment.

 Jesus Heals Many
14 When  Jesus came into Pe ter’s  house, he saw Pe ter’s moth erinlaw ly ing in 

bed with a fe ver. 15 He  touched her hand and the fe ver left her, and she got up and 
be gan to wait on him.

16 When eve ning came, many who were de monpos sessed were  brought to 
him, and he  drove out the spir its with a word and  healed all the sick. 17 This was 
to ful fill what was spo ken  through the proph et Isa iah:

  “He took up our infirmities
  and bore our diseases.” b

a 2 The Greek word traditionally translated leprosy was used for various diseases affecting 
the skin.    b 17 Isaiah 53:4 (see Septuagint)    
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oth er, or you will be de vot ed to the one and de spise the oth er. You can not  serve 
both God and mon ey.

Do Not Worry
25 “There fore I tell you, do not wor ry  about your life, what you will eat or  drink; 

or  about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than  clothes? 26 Look at the  birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or  store 
away in  barns, and yet your heav en ly Fa ther  feeds them. Are you not much more 
valu able than they? 27 Can any one of you by wor ry ing add a sin gle hour to your 
life a ?

28 “And why do you wor ry  about  clothes? See how the flow ers of the  field grow. 
They do not la bor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Sol o mon in all his splen dor 
was  dressed like one of  these. 30 If that is how God  clothes the  grass of the  field, 
 which is here to day and to mor row is  thrown into the fire, will he not much more 
 clothe you —  you of lit tle  faith? 31 So do not wor ry, say ing, ‘What  shall we eat?’ or 
‘What  shall we  drink?’ or ‘What  shall we wear?’ 32 For the pa gans run af ter all 
 these  things, and your heav en ly Fa ther  knows that you need them. 33 But seek 
 first his king dom and his righ teous ness, and all  these  things will be giv en to you 
as well. 34 There fore do not wor ry  about to mor row, for to mor row will wor ry  about 
it self. Each day has  enough trou ble of its own.

Judging Others

7 “Do not  judge, or you too will be  judged. 2 For in the same way you  judge oth
ers, you will be  judged, and with the mea sure you use, it will be mea sured 

to you.
3 “Why do you look at the  speck of saw dust in your broth er’s eye and pay no 

at ten tion to the  plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your broth er, ‘Let 
me take the  speck out of your eye,’ when all the time  there is a  plank in your own 
eye? 5 You hyp o crite,  first take the  plank out of your own eye, and then you will 
see clear ly to re move the  speck from your broth er’s eye.

6 “Do not give dogs what is sa cred; do not  throw your  pearls to pigs. If you do, 
they may tram ple them un der  their feet, and turn and tear you to piec es.

Ask, Seek, Knock
7 “Ask and it will be giv en to you; seek and you will find;  knock and the door 

will be  opened to you. 8 For ev ery one who asks re ceives; the one who seeks finds; 
and to the one who  knocks, the door will be opened.

9 “Which of you, if your son asks for  bread, will give him a  stone? 10 Or if he asks 
for a fish, will give him a  snake? 11 If you, then,  though you are evil, know how to 
give good  gifts to your chil dren, how much more will your Fa ther in heav en give 
good  gifts to  those who ask him! 12 So in ev ery thing, do to oth ers what you  would 
have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Proph ets.

The Narrow and Wide Gates
13 “En ter  through the nar row gate. For wide is the gate and  broad is the road 

that  leads to de struc tion, and many en ter  through it. 14 But  small is the gate and 
nar row the road that  leads to life, and only a few find it.

True and False Prophets
15 “Watch out for  false proph ets. They come to you in  sheep’s cloth ing, but in

ward ly they are fe ro cious  wolves. 16 By  their  fruit you will rec og nize them. Do 
peo ple pick  grapes from thorn bush es, or figs from this tles? 17 Like wise, ev ery 
good tree  bears good  fruit, but a bad tree  bears bad  fruit. 18 A good tree can not 
bear bad  fruit, and a bad tree can not bear good  fruit. 19 Ev ery tree that does not 
bear good  fruit is cut down and  thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by  their  fruit you 
will rec og nize them.

a 27 Or single cubit to your height    
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12 On hear ing this,  Jesus said, “It is not the  healthy who need a doc tor, but the 
sick. 13 But go and  learn what this  means: ‘I de sire mer cy, not sac ri fice.’ a For I 
have not come to call the righ teous, but sin ners.”

 Jesus Questioned About Fasting
14 Then  John’s dis ci ples came and  asked him, “How is it that we and the Phar

i sees fast of ten, but your dis ci ples do not fast?”
15  Jesus an swered, “How can the  guests of the bride groom  mourn  while he is 

with them? The time will come when the bride groom will be tak en from them; 
then they will fast.

16 “No one sews a  patch of un shrunk  cloth on an old gar ment, for the  patch will 
pull away from the gar ment, mak ing the tear  worse. 17 Nei ther do peo ple pour 
new wine into old wine skins. If they do, the  skins will  burst; the wine will run out 
and the wine skins will be ru ined. No, they pour new wine into new wine skins, 
and both are pre served.”

 Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals a Sick Woman
18 While he was say ing this, a syn a gogue lead er came and  knelt be fore him 

and said, “My daugh ter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and 
she will live.” 19  Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his dis ci ples.

20 Just then a wom an who had been sub ject to bleed ing for  twelve  years came 
up be hind him and  touched the edge of his  cloak. 21 She said to her self, “If I only 
 touch his  cloak, I will be healed.”

22  Jesus  turned and saw her. “Take  heart, daugh ter,” he said, “your  faith has 
 healed you.” And the wom an was  healed at that mo ment.

23 When  Jesus en tered the syn a gogue lead er’s  house and saw the  noisy  crowd 
and peo ple play ing  pipes, 24 he said, “Go away. The girl is not dead but  asleep.” 
But they  laughed at him. 25 Af ter the  crowd had been put out side, he went in and 
took the girl by the hand, and she got up. 26 News of this  spread  through all that 
re gion.

 Jesus Heals the Blind and the Mute
27 As  Jesus went on from  there, two  blind men fol lowed him, call ing out, “Have 

mer cy on us, Son of Da vid!”
28 When he had gone in doors, the  blind men came to him, and he  asked them, 

“Do you be lieve that I am able to do this?”
“Yes, Lord,” they re plied.
29 Then he  touched  their eyes and said, “Ac cord ing to your  faith let it be done 

to you”; 30 and  their  sight was re stored.  Jesus  warned them stern ly, “See that no 
one  knows  about this.” 31 But they went out and  spread the news  about him all 
over that re gion.

32 While they were go ing out, a man who was de monpos sessed and  could not 
talk was  brought to  Jesus. 33 And when the de mon was driv en out, the man who 
had been mute  spoke. The  crowd was  amazed and said, “Noth ing like this has 
ever been seen in Is ra el.”

34 But the Phar i sees said, “It is by the  prince of de mons that he  drives out de
mons.”

The Workers Are Few
35  Jesus went  through all the  towns and vil lag es, teach ing in  their syn a gogues, 

pro claim ing the good news of the king dom and heal ing ev ery dis ease and sick
ness. 36 When he saw the  crowds, he had com pas sion on them, be cause they were 
ha rassed and help less, like  sheep with out a shep herd. 37 Then he said to his dis
ci ples, “The har vest is plen ti ful but the work ers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the 
har vest, there fore, to send out work ers into his har vest field.”

a 13 Hosea 6:6    
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The Cost of Following  Jesus
18 When  Jesus saw the  crowd  around him, he gave or ders to  cross to the oth er 

side of the lake. 19 Then a teach er of the law came to him and said, “Teach er, I will 
fol low you wher ev er you go.”

20  Jesus re plied, “Fox es have  dens and  birds have  nests, but the Son of Man has 
no  place to lay his head.”

21 An oth er dis ci ple said to him, “Lord,  first let me go and bury my fa ther.”
22 But  Jesus told him, “Fol low me, and let the dead bury  their own dead.”

 Jesus Calms the Storm
23 Then he got into the boat and his dis ci ples fol lowed him. 24 Sud den ly a fu ri

ous  storm came up on the lake, so that the  waves  swept over the boat. But  Jesus 
was sleep ing. 25 The dis ci ples went and woke him, say ing, “Lord, save us!  We’re 
go ing to drown!”

26 He re plied, “You of lit tle  faith, why are you so  afraid?” Then he got up and 
re buked the  winds and the  waves, and it was com plete ly calm.

27 The men were  amazed and  asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the  winds 
and the  waves obey him!”

 Jesus Restores Two Demon-Possessed Men
28 When he ar rived at the oth er side in the re gion of the Gad a renes, a two de

monpos sessed men com ing from the  tombs met him. They were so vi o lent that 
no one  could pass that way. 29 “What do you want with us, Son of God?” they 
shout ed. “Have you come here to tor ture us be fore the ap point ed time?”

30 Some dis tance from them a  large herd of pigs was feed ing. 31 The de mons 
 begged  Jesus, “If you  drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.”

32 He said to them, “Go!” So they came out and went into the pigs, and the 
 whole herd  rushed down the  steep bank into the lake and died in the wa ter. 
33 Those tend ing the pigs ran off, went into the town and re port ed all this, in
clud ing what had hap pened to the de monpos sessed men. 34 Then the  whole 
town went out to meet  Jesus. And when they saw him, they plead ed with him to 
 leave  their re gion.

 Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man

9  Jesus  stepped into a boat,  crossed over and came to his own town. 2 Some 
men  brought to him a par a lyzed man, ly ing on a mat. When  Jesus saw  their 

 faith, he said to the man, “Take  heart, son; your sins are for giv en.”
3 At this, some of the teach ers of the law said to them selves, “This fel low is 

blas phem ing!”
4 Know ing  their  thoughts,  Jesus said, “Why do you en ter tain evil  thoughts in 

your  hearts? 5 Which is eas i er: to say, ‘Your sins are for giv en,’ or to say, ‘Get up 
and walk’? 6 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has au thor i ty on  earth 
to for give sins.” So he said to the par a lyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go 
home.” 7 Then the man got up and went home. 8 When the  crowd saw this, they 
were  filled with awe; and they  praised God, who had giv en such au thor i ty to 
man.

The Calling of Matthew
9 As  Jesus went on from  there, he saw a man  named Mat thew sit ting at the tax 

col lec tor’s  booth. “Fol low me,” he told him, and Mat thew got up and fol lowed 
him.

10 While  Jesus was hav ing din ner at Mat thew’s  house, many tax col lec tors 
and sin ners came and ate with him and his dis ci ples. 11 When the Phar i sees saw 
this, they  asked his dis ci ples, “Why does your teach er eat with tax col lec tors and 
 sin ners?”

a 28 Some manuscripts Gergesenes; other manuscripts Gerasenes    
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37 “Any one who  loves  their fa ther or moth er more than me is not wor thy of 
me; any one who  loves their son or daugh ter more than me is not wor thy of 
me. 38 Who ev er does not take up  their  cross and fol low me is not wor thy of me. 
39 Who ev er  finds  their life will lose it, and who ev er los es  their life for my sake 
will find it.

40 “Any one who wel comes you wel comes me, and any one who wel comes me 
wel comes the one who sent me. 41 Who ev er wel comes a proph et as a proph et will 
re ceive a proph et’s re ward, and who ev er wel comes a righ teous per son as a righ
teous per son will re ceive a righ teous per son’s re ward. 42 And if any one  gives even 
a cup of cold wa ter to one of  these lit tle ones who is my dis ci ple, tru ly I tell you, 
that per son will cer tain ly not lose their re ward.”

 Jesus and John the Baptist

11 Af ter  Jesus had fin ished in struct ing his  twelve dis ci ples, he went on from 
 there to  teach and  preach in the  towns of Gal i lee. a

2 When John, who was in pris on, heard about the deeds of the Mes si ah, he sent 
his dis ci ples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or  should we ex pect 
some one else?”

4  Jesus re plied, “Go back and re port to John what you hear and see: 5 The  blind 
re ceive  sight, the lame walk,  those who have lep ro sy b are  cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are  raised, and the good news is pro claimed to the poor. 6 Blessed 
is any one who does not stum ble on ac count of me.”

7 As  John’s dis ci ples were leav ing,  Jesus be gan to  speak to the  crowd  about 
John: “What did you go out into the wil der ness to see? A reed  swayed by the 
wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to see? A man  dressed in fine  clothes? No, 
 those who wear fine  clothes are in  kings’ pal ac es. 9 Then what did you go out to 
see? A proph et? Yes, I tell you, and more than a proph et. 10 This is the one  about 
whom it is writ ten:

  “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
  who will prepare your way before you.’ c

11 Tru ly I tell you,  among  those born of wom en  there has not ris en any one great er 
than John the Bap tist; yet who ev er is  least in the king dom of heav en is great er 
than he. 12 From the days of John the Bap tist un til now, the king dom of heav en 
has been sub ject ed to vi o lence, d and vi o lent peo ple have been raid ing it. 13 For 
all the Proph ets and the Law proph e sied un til John. 14 And if you are will ing to 
ac cept it, he is the Eli jah who was to come. 15 Who ev er has ears, let them hear.

16 “To what can I com pare this gen er a tion? They are like chil dren sit ting in the 
mar ket plac es and call ing out to oth ers:

 17 “ ‘We played the pipe for you,
  and you did not dance;
  we sang a dirge,
  and you did not mourn.’
18 For John came nei ther eat ing nor drink ing, and they say, ‘He has a de mon.’ 
19 The Son of Man came eat ing and drink ing, and they say, ‘Here is a glut ton and 
a drunk ard, a  friend of tax col lec tors and sin ners.’ But wis dom is  proved  right 
by her deeds.”

Woe on Unrepentant Towns
20 Then  Jesus be gan to de nounce the  towns in  which most of his mir a cles 

had been per formed, be cause they did not re pent. 21 “Woe to you, Cho ra zin! 
Woe to you, Beth sa i da! For if the mir a cles that were per formed in you had been 
per formed in Tyre and Si don, they  would have re pent ed long ago in sack cloth 
and ash es. 22 But I tell you, it will be more bear able for Tyre and Si don on the 

a 1 Greek in their towns    b 5 The Greek word traditionally translated leprosy was used for 
various diseases affecting the skin.    c 10 Mal. 3:1    d 12 Or been forcefully advancing    
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 Jesus Sends Out the Twelve

10  Jesus  called his  twelve dis ci ples to him and gave them au thor i ty to  drive 
out im pure spir its and to heal ev ery dis ease and sick ness.

2 These are the  names of the  twelve apos tles:  first, Si mon (who is  called Pe ter) 
and his broth er An drew;  James son of Zeb e dee, and his broth er John; 3 Phil ip and 
Bar thol o mew; Thom as and Mat thew the tax col lec tor;  James son of Al phae us, 
and Thad dae us; 4 Si mon the Zeal ot and Ju das Is car i ot, who be trayed him.

5 These  twelve  Jesus sent out with the fol low ing in struc tions: “Do not go 
 among the Gen tiles or en ter any town of the Sa mar i tans. 6 Go rath er to the lost 
 sheep of Is ra el. 7 As you go, pro claim this mes sage: ‘The king dom of heav en has 
come near.’ 8 Heal the sick,  raise the dead,  cleanse  those who have lep ro sy, a  drive 
out de mons. Free ly you have re ceived; free ly give.

9 “Do not get any gold or sil ver or cop per to take with you in your  belts —   10 no 
bag for the jour ney or ex tra  shirt or san dals or a  staff, for the work er is  worth his 
keep. 11 What ev er town or vil lage you en ter,  search there for some wor thy per
son and stay at their  house un til you  leave. 12 As you en ter the home, give it your 
greet ing. 13 If the home is de serv ing, let your  peace rest on it; if it is not, let your 
 peace re turn to you. 14 If any one will not wel come you or lis ten to your  words, 
 leave that home or town and  shake the dust off your feet. 15 Tru ly I tell you, it 
will be more bear able for Sod om and Go mor rah on the day of judg ment than 
for that town.

16 “I am send ing you out like  sheep  among  wolves. There fore be as  shrewd as 
 snakes and as in no cent as doves. 17 Be on your  guard; you will be hand ed over to 
the lo cal coun cils and be  flogged in the syn a gogues. 18 On my ac count you will 
be  brought be fore gov er nors and  kings as wit ness es to them and to the Gen tiles. 
19 But when they ar rest you, do not wor ry  about what to say or how to say it. At that 
time you will be giv en what to say, 20 for it will not be you speak ing, but the Spir it 
of your Fa ther speak ing  through you.

21 “Broth er will be tray broth er to  death, and a fa ther his  child; chil dren will 
re bel  against  their par ents and have them put to  death. 22 You will be  hated by 
ev ery one be cause of me, but the one who  stands firm to the end will be  saved. 
23 When you are per se cut ed in one  place, flee to an oth er. Tru ly I tell you, you will 
not fin ish go ing  through the  towns of Is ra el be fore the Son of Man comes.

24 “The stu dent is not  above  the teach er, nor a ser vant  above his mas ter. 25 It is 
 enough for stu dents to be like  their teach ers, and ser vants like  their mas ters. If 
the head of the  house has been  called Be el ze bul, how much more the mem bers 
of his house hold!

26 “So do not be  afraid of them, for there is noth ing con cealed that will not be 
dis closed, or hid den that will not be made  known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, 
 speak in the day light; what is whis pered in your ear, pro claim from the  roofs. 
28 Do not be  afraid of  those who kill the body but can not kill the soul. Rath er, 
be  afraid of the One who can de stroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two 
spar rows sold for a pen ny? Yet not one of them will fall to the  ground out side 
your Fa ther’s care. b 30 And even the very  hairs of your head are all num bered. 31 So 
 don’t be  afraid; you are  worth more than many spar rows.

32 “Who ev er ac knowl edg es me be fore others, I will also ac knowl edge be fore 
my Fa ther in heav en. 33 But who ev er dis owns me be fore others, I will dis own be
fore my Fa ther in heav en.

34 “Do not sup pose that I have come to  bring  peace to the  earth. I did not come 
to  bring  peace, but a  sword. 35 For I have come to turn

  “ ‘a man against his father,
  a daughter against her mother,
  a daughterinlaw against her motherinlaw —  
 36 a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ c

a 8 The Greek word traditionally translated leprosy was used for various diseases affecting 
the skin.    b 29 Or will; or knowledge    c 36 Micah 7:6    
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 Jesus and Beelzebul
22 Then they  brought him a de monpos sessed man who was  blind and mute, 

and  Jesus  healed him, so that he  could both talk and see. 23 All the peo ple were 
as ton ished and said, “Could this be the Son of Da vid?”

24 But when the Phar i sees  heard this, they said, “It is only by Be el ze bul, the 
 prince of de mons, that this fel low  drives out de mons.”

25  Jesus knew  their  thoughts and said to them, “Ev ery king dom di vid ed 
 against it self will be ru ined, and ev ery city or house hold di vid ed  against it self 
will not  stand. 26 If Sa tan  drives out Sa tan, he is di vid ed  against him self. How 
then can his king dom  stand? 27 And if I  drive out de mons by Be el ze bul, by whom 
do your peo ple  drive them out? So then, they will be your judg es. 28 But if it is by 
the Spir it of God that I  drive out de mons, then the king dom of God has come 
upon you.

29 “Or  again, how can any one en ter a  strong  man’s  house and car ry off his 
pos ses sions un less he  first ties up the  strong man? Then he can plun der his 
 house.

30 “Who ev er is not with me is  against me, and who ev er does not gath er with 
me scat ters. 31 And so I tell you, ev ery kind of sin and slander can be for giv en, but 
blas phe my  against the Spir it will not be for giv en. 32 Any one who  speaks a word 
 against the Son of Man will be for giv en, but any one who  speaks  against the Holy 
Spir it will not be for giv en, ei ther in this age or in the age to come.

33 “Make a tree good and its  fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its  fruit 
will be bad, for a tree is rec og nized by its  fruit. 34 You  brood of vi pers, how can 
you who are evil say any thing good? For the  mouth  speaks what the heart is full 
of. 35 A good man  brings good  things out of the good  stored up in him, and an 
evil man  brings evil  things out of the evil  stored up in him. 36 But I tell you that 
every one will have to give ac count on the day of judg ment for ev ery emp ty word 
they have spo ken. 37 For by your  words you will be ac quit ted, and by your  words 
you will be con demned.”

The Sign of Jonah
38 Then some of the Phar i sees and teach ers of the law said to him, “Teach er, 

we want to see a sign from you.”
39 He an swered, “A wick ed and adul ter ous gen er a tion asks for a sign! But none 

will be giv en it ex cept the sign of the proph et Jo nah. 40 For as Jo nah was  three 
days and  three  nights in the bel ly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be  three 
days and  three  nights in the  heart of the  earth. 41 The men of Nin e veh will  stand 
up at the judg ment with this gen er a tion and con demn it; for they re pent ed at the 
preach ing of Jo nah, and now some thing great er than Jo nah is here. 42 The  Queen 
of the  South will rise at the judg ment with this gen er a tion and con demn it; for 
she came from the ends of the  earth to lis ten to Sol o mon’s wis dom, and now 
some thing great er than Sol o mon is here.

43 “When an im pure spir it  comes out of a per son, it goes  through arid plac es 
seek ing rest and does not find it. 44 Then it says, ‘I will re turn to the  house I left.’ 
When it ar rives, it  finds the  house un oc cu pied,  swept  clean and put in or der. 
45 Then it goes and  takes with it sev en oth er spir its more wick ed than it self, and 
they go in and live  there. And the fi nal con di tion of that per son is  worse than the 
 first. That is how it will be with this wick ed gen er a tion.”

 Jesus’ Mother and Brothers
46 While  Jesus was  still talk ing to the  crowd, his moth er and broth ers  stood 

out side, want ing to  speak to him. 47 Some one told him, “Your moth er and broth
ers are stand ing out side, want ing to  speak to you.”

48 He re plied to him, “Who is my moth er, and who are my broth ers?” 49 Point
ing to his dis ci ples, he said, “Here are my moth er and my broth ers. 50 For who ev er 
does the will of my Fa ther in heav en is my broth er and sis ter and moth er.”
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day of judg ment than for you. 23 And you, Ca per na um, will you be lift ed to the 
 heavens? No, you will go down to  Hades. a For if the mir a cles that were per
formed in you had been per formed in Sod om, it  would have re mained to this 
day. 24 But I tell you that it will be more bear able for Sod om on the day of judg
ment than for you.”

The Father Revealed in the Son
25 At that time  Jesus said, “I  praise you, Fa ther, Lord of heav en and  earth, be

cause you have hid den  these  things from the wise and  learned, and re vealed 
them to lit tle chil dren. 26 Yes, Fa ther, for this is what you were  pleased to do.

27 “All  things have been com mit ted to me by my Fa ther. No one  knows the 
Son ex cept the Fa ther, and no one  knows the Fa ther ex cept the Son and  those to 
whom the Son choos es to re veal him.

28 “Come to me, all you who are wea ry and bur dened, and I will give you rest. 
29 Take my yoke upon you and  learn from me, for I am gen tle and hum ble in  heart, 
and you will find rest for your  souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my bur den is 
light.”

 Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath

12 At that time  Jesus went  through the grain fields on the Sab bath. His dis
ci ples were hun gry and be gan to pick some  heads of  grain and eat them. 

2 When the Phar i sees saw this, they said to him, “Look! Your dis ci ples are do ing 
what is un law ful on the Sab bath.”

3 He an swered, “Haven’t you read what Da vid did when he and his com pan
ions were hun gry? 4 He en tered the  house of God, and he and his com pan ions 
ate the con se crat ed  bread —   which was not law ful for them to do, but only for the 
 priests. 5 Or  haven’t you read in the Law that the  priests on Sab bath duty in the 
tem ple des e crate the Sab bath and yet are in no cent? 6 I tell you that some thing 
great er than the tem ple is here. 7 If you had  known what  these  words mean, ‘I 
de sire mer cy, not sac ri fice,’ b you  would not have con demned the in no cent. 8 For 
the Son of Man is Lord of the Sab bath.”

9 Go ing on from that  place, he went into  their syn a gogue, 10 and a man with a 
shriv eled hand was  there. Look ing for a rea son to bring charges  against  Jesus, 
they  asked him, “Is it law ful to heal on the Sab bath?”

11 He said to them, “If any of you has a  sheep and it  falls into a pit on the Sab
bath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out? 12 How much more valu able is a 
per son than a  sheep! There fore it is law ful to do good on the Sab bath.”

13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So he  stretched it out and 
it was com plete ly re stored, just as  sound as the oth er. 14 But the Phar i sees went 
out and plot ted how they  might kill  Jesus.

God’s Chosen Servant
15 Aware of this,  Jesus with drew from that  place. A  large  crowd fol lowed him, 

and he  healed all who were ill. 16 He  warned them not to tell oth ers  about him. 
17 This was to ful fill what was spo ken  through the proph et Isa iah:

 18 “Here is my servant whom I have chosen,
  the one I love, in whom I delight;
  I will put my Spirit on him,
  and he will proclaim justice to the nations.
 19 He will not quarrel or cry out;
  no one will hear his voice in the streets.
 20 A bruised reed he will not break,
  and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out,
  till he has brought justice through to victory.
 21 In his name the nations will put their hope.” c

a 23 That is, the realm of the dead    b 7 Hosea 6:6    c 21 Isaiah 42:14    
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“The ser vants  asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’
29 “ ‘No,’ he an swered, ‘be cause  while you are pull ing the  weeds, you may up

root the  wheat with them. 30 Let both grow to geth er un til the har vest. At that time 
I will tell the har vest ers:  First col lect the  weeds and tie them in bun dles to be 
 burned; then gath er the  wheat and  bring it into my barn.’ ”

The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast
31 He told them an oth er par a ble: “The king dom of heav en is like a mus tard 

seed,  which a man took and plant ed in his  field. 32 Though it is the small est of all 
 seeds, yet when it  grows, it is the larg est of gar den  plants and be comes a tree, so 
that the  birds come and  perch in its branch es.”

33 He told them  still an oth er par a ble: “The king dom of heav en is like  yeast that 
a wom an took and  mixed into  about six ty  pounds a of  f lour un til it  worked all 
 through the dough.”

34  Jesus  spoke all  these  things to the  crowd in par a bles; he did not say any thing 
to them with out us ing a par a ble. 35 So was ful filled what was spo ken  through 
the proph et:

  “I will open my mouth in parables,
  I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world.” b

The Parable of the Weeds Explained
36 Then he left the  crowd and went into the  house. His dis ci ples came to him 

and said, “Ex plain to us the par a ble of the  weeds in the field.”
37 He an swered, “The one who  sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The 

 field is the  world, and the good seed  stands for the peo ple of the king dom. The 
 weeds are the peo ple of the evil one, 39 and the en e my who sows them is the dev il. 
The har vest is the end of the age, and the har vest ers are an gels.

40 “As the  weeds are  pulled up and  burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of 
the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his an gels, and they will weed out of his 
king dom ev ery thing that caus es sin and all who do evil. 42 They will  throw them 
into the blaz ing fur nace,  where  there will be weep ing and gnash ing of  teeth. 
43 Then the righ teous will  shine like the sun in the king dom of  their Fa ther. Who
ev er has ears, let them hear.

The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl
44 “The king dom of heav en is like trea sure hid den in a  field. When a man 

 found it, he hid it  again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and  bought 
that field.

45 “Again, the king dom of heav en is like a mer chant look ing for fine  pearls. 
46 When he  found one of  great val ue, he went away and sold ev ery thing he had 
and  bought it.

The Parable of the Net
47 “Once  again, the king dom of heav en is like a net that was let down into the 

lake and  caught all  kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fish er men  pulled it up on 
the  shore. Then they sat down and col lect ed the good fish in bas kets, but  threw 
the bad away. 49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The an gels will come 
and sep a rate the wick ed from the righ teous 50 and  throw them into the blaz ing 
fur nace,  where  there will be weep ing and gnash ing of teeth.

51 “Have you un der stood all  these  things?”  Jesus asked.
“Yes,” they re plied.
52 He said to them, “There fore ev ery teach er of the law who has be come a dis

ci ple in the king dom of heav en is like the own er of a  house who  brings out of his 
store room new trea sures as well as old.”

a 33 Or about 27 kilograms    b 35 Psalm 78:2    
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The Parable of the Sower

13 That same day  Jesus went out of the  house and sat by the lake. 2 Such  large 
 crowds gath ered  around him that he got into a boat and sat in it,  while 

all the peo ple  stood on the  shore. 3 Then he told them many  things in par a bles, 
say ing: “A farm er went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scat ter ing the seed, some 
fell  along the path, and the  birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on  rocky plac
es,  where it did not have much soil. It  sprang up quick ly, be cause the soil was 
shal low. 6 But when the sun came up, the  plants were  scorched, and they with
ered be cause they had no root. 7 Oth er seed fell  among  thorns,  which grew up 
and  choked the  plants. 8 Still oth er seed fell on good soil,  where it pro duced a 
crop —  a hun dred, six ty or thir ty  times what was sown. 9 Who ev er has ears, let 
them hear.”

10 The dis ci ples came to him and  asked, “Why do you  speak to the peo ple in 
par a bles?”

11 He re plied, “Be cause the knowl edge of the se crets of the king dom of heav en 
has been giv en to you, but not to them. 12 Who ever has will be giv en more, and 
they will have an abun dance. Who ever does not have, even what they have will 
be tak en from them. 13 This is why I  speak to them in par a bles:

  “Though seeing, they do not see;
  though hearing, they do not hear or understand.
14 In them is ful filled the proph e cy of Isa iah:

  “ ‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding;
  you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.
 15 For this people’s heart has become calloused;
  they hardly hear with their ears,
  and they have closed their eyes.
  Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
  hear with their ears,
  understand with their hearts
  and turn, and I would heal them.’ a

16 But  blessed are your eyes be cause they see, and your ears be cause they hear. 
17 For tru ly I tell you, many proph ets and righ teous peo ple  longed to see what you 
see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.

18 “Lis ten then to what the par a ble of the sow er  means: 19 When any one hears 
the mes sage  about the king dom and does not un der stand it, the evil one  comes 
and snatch es away what was sown in  their  heart. This is the seed sown  along the 
path. 20 The seed fall ing on  rocky  ground re fers to some one who hears the word 
and at once re ceives it with joy. 21 But  since they have no root, they last only a 
 short time. When trou ble or per se cu tion  comes be cause of the word, they quick
ly fall away. 22 The seed fall ing  among the  thorns re fers to some one who hears the 
word, but the wor ries of this life and the de ceit ful ness of  wealth  choke the word, 
mak ing it un fruit ful. 23 But the seed fall ing on good soil re fers to some one who 
hears the word and un der stands it. This is the one who pro duces a crop, yield ing 
a hun dred, six ty or thir ty  times what was sown.”

The Parable of the Weeds
24  Jesus told them an oth er par a ble: “The king dom of heav en is like a man who 

 sowed good seed in his  field. 25 But  while ev ery one was sleep ing, his en e my came 
and  sowed  weeds  among the  wheat, and went away. 26 When the  wheat sprout ed 
and  formed  heads, then the  weeds also ap peared.

27 “The own er’s ser vants came to him and said, ‘Sir,  didn’t you sow good seed 
in your  field?  Where then did the  weeds come from?’

28 “ ‘An en e my did this,’ he re plied.

a 15 Isaiah 6:9,10 (see Septuagint)    
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28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Pe ter re plied, “tell me to come to you on the wa ter.”
29 “Come,” he said.
Then Pe ter got down out of the boat,  walked on the wa ter and came to ward 

 Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was  afraid and, be gin ning to sink,  cried 
out, “Lord, save me!”

31 Im me di ate ly  Jesus  reached out his hand and  caught him. “You of lit tle 
 faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”

32 And when they  climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then  those 
who were in the boat wor shiped him, say ing, “Tru ly you are the Son of God.”

34 When they had  crossed over, they land ed at Gen nes a ret. 35 And when the 
men of that  place rec og nized  Jesus, they sent word to all the sur round ing coun
try. Peo ple  brought all  their sick to him 36 and  begged him to let the sick just  touch 
the edge of his  cloak, and all who  touched it were healed.

That Which Defiles

15 Then some Phar i sees and teach ers of the law came to  Jesus from Je ru sa
lem and  asked, 2 “Why do your dis ci ples  break the tra di tion of the el ders? 

They  don’t wash  their  hands be fore they eat!”
3  Jesus re plied, “And why do you  break the com mand of God for the sake of 

your tra di tion? 4 For God said, ‘Hon or your fa ther and moth er’ a and ‘Any one who 
curs es  their fa ther or moth er is to be put to  death.’ b 5 But you say that if any one 
de clares that what  might have been used to help  their fa ther or moth er is ‘de vot
ed to God,’ 6 they are not to ‘hon or  their fa ther or moth er’ with it. Thus you nul li fy 
the word of God for the sake of your tra di tion. 7 You hyp o crites! Isa iah was  right 
when he proph e sied  about you:

 8 “ ‘These people honor me with their lips,
  but their hearts are far from me.
 9 They worship me in vain;
  their teachings are merely human rules.’ c ”

10  Jesus  called the  crowd to him and said, “Lis ten and un der stand. 11 What goes 
into some one’s  mouth does not de file them, but what  comes out of their  mouth, 
that is what de files them.”

12 Then the dis ci ples came to him and  asked, “Do you know that the Phar i sees 
were of fend ed when they  heard this?”

13 He re plied, “Ev ery  plant that my heav en ly Fa ther has not plant ed will be 
 pulled up by the  roots. 14 Leave them; they are  blind  guides. d If the  blind lead the 
 blind, both will fall into a pit.”

15 Pe ter said, “Ex plain the par a ble to us.”
16 “Are you  still so dull?”  Jesus  asked them. 17 “Don’t you see that what ev er en

ters the  mouth goes into the stom ach and then out of the body? 18 But the  things 
that come out of a per son’s  mouth come from the  heart, and  these de file them. 
19 For out of the  heart come evil  thoughts —  mur der, adul tery, sex u al im mo ral i ty, 
 theft,  false tes ti mo ny, slan der. 20 These are what de file a per son; but eat ing with 
un washed  hands does not de file them.”

The Faith of a Canaanite Woman
21 Leav ing that  place,  Jesus with drew to the re gion of Tyre and Si don. 22 A Ca

naan ite wom an from that vi cin i ty came to him, cry ing out, “Lord, Son of Da vid, 
have mer cy on me! My daugh ter is de monpos sessed and suf fer ing ter ri bly.”

23  Jesus did not an swer a word. So his dis ci ples came to him and  urged him, 
“Send her away, for she  keeps cry ing out af ter us.”

24 He an swered, “I was sent only to the lost  sheep of Is ra el.”
25 The wom an came and  knelt be fore him. “Lord, help me!” she said.
26 He re plied, “It is not  right to take the chil dren’s  bread and toss it to the dogs.”

a 4 Exodus 20:12; Deut. 5:16    b 4 Exodus 21:17; Lev. 20:9    c 9 Isaiah 29:13    d 14 Some 
manuscripts blind guides of the blind    
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A Prophet Without Honor
53 When  Jesus had fin ished  these par a bles, he  moved on from  there. 54 Com

ing to his home town, he be gan teach ing the peo ple in  their syn a gogue, and they 
were  amazed. “Where did this man get this wis dom and  these mi rac u lous pow
ers?” they  asked. 55 “Isn’t this the car pen ter’s son?  Isn’t his moth er’s name Mary, 
and  aren’t his broth ers  James, Jo seph, Si mon and Ju das? 56 Aren’t all his sis ters 
with us?  Where then did this man get all  these  things?” 57 And they took of fense 
at him.

But  Jesus said to them, “A proph et is not with out hon or except in his own  town 
and in his own  home.”

58 And he did not do many mir a cles  there be cause of  their lack of faith.

John the Baptist Beheaded

14 At that time Her od the te trarch  heard the re ports  about  Jesus, 2 and he said 
to his at ten dants, “This is John the Bap tist; he has ris en from the dead! 

That is why mi rac u lous pow ers are at work in him.”
3 Now Her od had ar rest ed John and  bound him and put him in pris on be cause 

of He ro di as, his broth er Phil ip’s wife, 4 for John had been say ing to him: “It is not 
law ful for you to have her.” 5 Her od want ed to kill John, but he was  afraid of the 
peo ple, be cause they con sid ered John a proph et.

6 On Her od’s birth day the daugh ter of He ro di as  danced for the guests and 
 pleased Her od so much 7 that he prom ised with an oath to give her what ev er she 
 asked. 8 Prompt ed by her moth er, she said, “Give me here on a plat ter the head 
of John the Bap tist.” 9 The king was dis tressed, but be cause of his  oaths and his 
din ner  guests, he or dered that her re quest be grant ed 10 and had John be head ed 
in the pris on. 11 His head was  brought in on a plat ter and giv en to the girl, who 
car ried it to her moth er. 12 John’s dis ci ples came and took his body and bur ied it. 
Then they went and told  Jesus.

 Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
13 When  Jesus  heard what had hap pened, he with drew by boat pri vate ly to a 

sol i tary  place. Hear ing of this, the  crowds fol lowed him on foot from the  towns. 
14 When  Jesus land ed and saw a  large  crowd, he had com pas sion on them and 
 healed  their sick.

15 As eve ning ap proached, the dis ci ples came to him and said, “This is a re
mote  place, and it’s al ready get ting late. Send the  crowds away, so they can go to 
the vil lag es and buy them selves some food.”

16  Jesus re plied, “They do not need to go away. You give them some thing to 
eat.”

17 “We have here only five  loaves of  bread and two fish,” they an swered.
18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he di rect ed the peo ple to sit down 

on the  grass. Tak ing the five  loaves and the two fish and look ing up to heav en, 
he gave  thanks and  broke the  loaves. Then he gave them to the dis ci ples, and the 
dis ci ples gave them to the peo ple. 20 They all ate and were sat is fied, and the dis ci
ples  picked up  twelve bas ket fuls of bro ken piec es that were left over. 21 The num
ber of  those who ate was  about five thou sand men, be sides wom en and chil dren.

 Jesus Walks on the Water
22 Im me di ate ly  Jesus made the dis ci ples get into the boat and go on  ahead of 

him to the oth er side,  while he dis missed the  crowd. 23 Af ter he had dis missed 
them, he went up on a moun tain side by him self to pray. Later that night, he was 
 there  alone, 24 and the boat was al ready a con sid er able dis tance from land, buf
fet ed by the  waves be cause the wind was  against it.

25 Short ly be fore dawn  Jesus went out to them, walk ing on the lake. 26 When 
the dis ci ples saw him walk ing on the lake, they were ter ri fied. “It’s a  ghost,” they 
said, and  cried out in fear.

27 But  Jesus im me di ate ly said to them: “Take cour age! It is I.  Don’t be afraid.”
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14 They re plied, “Some say John the Bap tist; oth ers say Eli jah; and  still oth ers, 
Jer e mi ah or one of the proph ets.”

15 “But what  about you?” he  asked. “Who do you say I am?”
16 Si mon Pe ter an swered, “You are the Mes si ah, the Son of the liv ing God.”
17  Jesus re plied, “Blessed are you, Si mon son of Jo nah, for this was not re vealed 

to you by  flesh and  blood, but by my Fa ther in heav en. 18 And I tell you that you 
are Pe ter, a and on this rock I will  build my  church, and the  gates of  Hades b will 
not over come it. 19 I will give you the keys of the king dom of heav en; what ev er 
you bind on  earth will be c  bound in heav en, and what ev er you  loose on  earth 
will be c  loosed in heav en.” 20 Then he or dered his dis ci ples not to tell any one that 
he was the Mes si ah.

 Jesus Predicts His Death
21 From that time on  Jesus be gan to ex plain to his dis ci ples that he must go 

to Je ru sa lem and suf fer many  things at the  hands of the el ders, the  chief  priests 
and the teach ers of the law, and that he must be  killed and on the  third day be 
 raised to life.

22 Pe ter took him  aside and be gan to re buke him. “Nev er, Lord!” he said. “This 
 shall nev er hap pen to you!”

23  Jesus  turned and said to Pe ter, “Get be hind me, Sa tan! You are a stum bling 
 block to me; you do not have in mind the con cerns of God, but mere ly hu man 
con cerns.”

24 Then  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, “Who ever  wants to be my dis ci ple must 
deny them selves and take up  their  cross and fol low me. 25 For who ev er  wants to 
save  their life d will lose it, but who ev er los es  their life for me will find it. 26 What 
good will it be for some one to gain the  whole  world, yet for feit their soul? Or 
what can any one give in ex change for their soul? 27 For the Son of Man is go ing to 
come in his Fa ther’s glo ry with his an gels, and then he will re ward each per son 
ac cord ing to what they have done.

28 “Tru ly I tell you, some who are stand ing here will not  taste  death be fore they 
see the Son of Man com ing in his king dom.”

The Transfiguration

17 Af ter six days  Jesus took with him Pe ter,  James and John the broth er of 
 James, and led them up a high moun tain by them selves. 2 There he was 

trans fig ured be fore them. His face  shone like the sun, and his  clothes be came 
as  white as the  light. 3 Just then  there ap peared be fore them Mo ses and Eli jah, 
talk ing with  Jesus.

4 Pe ter said to  Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up 
 three shel ters —  one for you, one for Mo ses and one for Eli jah.”

5 While he was  still speak ing, a  bright  cloud cov ered them, and a  voice from 
the  cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well  pleased. Lis ten 
to him!”

6 When the dis ci ples  heard this, they fell face down to the  ground, ter ri fied. 
7 But  Jesus came and  touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be  afraid.” 8 When 
they  looked up, they saw no one ex cept  Jesus.

9 As they were com ing down the moun tain,  Jesus in struct ed them, “Don’t tell 
any one what you have seen, un til the Son of Man has been  raised from the dead.”

10 The dis ci ples  asked him, “Why then do the teach ers of the law say that Eli jah 
must come first?”

11  Jesus re plied, “To be sure, Eli jah  comes and will re store all  things. 12 But I tell 
you, Eli jah has al ready come, and they did not rec og nize him, but have done to 
him ev ery thing they  wished. In the same way the Son of Man is go ing to suf fer at 
 their  hands.” 13 Then the dis ci ples un der stood that he was talk ing to them  about 
John the Bap tist.

a 18 The Greek word for Peter means rock.    b 18 That is, the realm of the dead    
c 19 Or will have been    d 25 The Greek word means either life or soul ; also in verse 26.    
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27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the  crumbs that fall from  their 
mas ter’s ta ble.”

28 Then  Jesus said to her, “Wom an, you have  great  faith! Your re quest is grant
ed.” And her daugh ter was  healed at that moment.

 Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand
29  Jesus left  there and went  along the Sea of Gal i lee. Then he went up on a 

moun tain side and sat down. 30 Great  crowds came to him, bring ing the lame, 
the  blind, the crip pled, the mute and many oth ers, and laid them at his feet; and 
he  healed them. 31 The peo ple were  amazed when they saw the mute speak ing, 
the crip pled made well, the lame walk ing and the  blind see ing. And they  praised 
the God of Is ra el.

32  Jesus  called his dis ci ples to him and said, “I have com pas sion for  these peo
ple; they have al ready been with me  three days and have noth ing to eat. I do not 
want to send them away hun gry, or they may col lapse on the way.”

33 His dis ci ples an swered, “Where  could we get  enough  bread in this re mote 
 place to feed such a crowd?”

34 “How many  loaves do you have?”  Jesus asked.
“Sev en,” they re plied, “and a few  small fish.”
35 He told the  crowd to sit down on the  ground. 36 Then he took the sev en  loaves 

and the fish, and when he had giv en  thanks, he  broke them and gave them to 
the dis ci ples, and they in turn to the peo ple. 37 They all ate and were sat is fied. 
Af ter ward the dis ci ples  picked up sev en bas ket fuls of bro ken piec es that were 
left over. 38 The num ber of  those who ate was four thou sand men, be sides wom
en and chil dren. 39 Af ter  Jesus had sent the  crowd away, he got into the boat and 
went to the vi cin i ty of Mag a dan.

The Demand for a Sign

16 The Phar i sees and Sad du cees came to  Jesus and test ed him by ask ing him 
to show them a sign from heav en.

2 He re plied, “When eve ning  comes, you say, ‘It will be fair weath er, for the 
sky is red,’ 3 and in the morn ing, ‘To day it will be  stormy, for the sky is red and 
over cast.’ You know how to in ter pret the ap pear ance of the sky, but you can not 
in ter pret the  signs of the  times. a 4 A wick ed and adul ter ous gen er a tion  looks for 
a sign, but none will be giv en it ex cept the sign of Jo nah.”  Jesus then left them 
and went away.

The Yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees
5 When they went  across the lake, the dis ci ples for got to take  bread. 6 “Be care

ful,”  Jesus said to them. “Be on your  guard  against the  yeast of the Phar i sees and 
Sad du cees.”

7 They dis cussed this  among them selves and said, “It is be cause we  didn’t 
 bring any bread.”

8 Aware of  their dis cus sion,  Jesus  asked, “You of lit tle  faith, why are you talk ing 
 among your selves  about hav ing no  bread? 9 Do you  still not un der stand?  Don’t 
you re mem ber the five  loaves for the five thou sand, and how many bas ket fuls 
you gath ered? 10 Or the sev en  loaves for the four thou sand, and how many bas ket
fuls you gath ered? 11 How is it you  don’t un der stand that I was not talk ing to you 
 about  bread? But be on your  guard  against the  yeast of the Phar i sees and Sad du
cees.” 12 Then they un der stood that he was not tell ing them to  guard  against the 
 yeast used in  bread, but  against the teach ing of the Phar i sees and Sad du cees.

Peter Declares That  Jesus Is the Messiah
13 When  Jesus came to the re gion of Caes a rea Phi lip pi, he  asked his dis ci ples, 

“Who do peo ple say the Son of Man is?”

a 2,3 Some early manuscripts do not have When evening comes . . . of the times.    
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The Parable of the Wandering Sheep
10 “See that you do not de spise one of  these lit tle ones. For I tell you that  their 

an gels in heav en al ways see the face of my Fa ther in heav en. [11] a

12 “What do you  think? If a man owns a hun dred  sheep, and one of them wan
ders away, will he not  leave the nine tynine on the  hills and go to look for the 
one that wan dered off ? 13 And if he  finds it, tru ly I tell you, he is hap pi er  about 
that one  sheep than  about the nine tynine that did not wan der off. 14 In the same 
way your Fa ther in heav en is not will ing that any of  these lit tle ones  should 
per ish.

Dealing With Sin in the Church
15 “If your broth er or sis ter b sins, c go and  point out their  fault, just be tween the 

two of you. If they lis ten to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not lis
ten, take one or two oth ers  along, so that ‘ev ery mat ter may be es tab lished by the 
tes ti mo ny of two or  three wit ness es.’ d 17 If they  still refuse to lis ten, tell it to the 
 church; and if they refuse to lis ten even to the  church,  treat them as you  would 
a pa gan or a tax col lec tor.

18 “Tru ly I tell you, what ev er you bind on  earth will be e  bound in heav en, and 
what ev er you  loose on  earth will be e  loosed in heav en.

19 “Again, tru ly I tell you that if two of you on  earth  agree  about any thing they 
ask for, it will be done for them by my Fa ther in heav en. 20 For  where two or  three 
gath er in my name,  there am I with them.”

The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant
21 Then Pe ter came to  Jesus and  asked, “Lord, how many  times  shall I for give 

my broth er or sis ter who sins  against me? Up to sev en times?”
22  Jesus an swered, “I tell you, not sev en  times, but sev en tysev en times. f
23 “There fore, the king dom of heav en is like a king who want ed to set tle ac

counts with his ser vants. 24 As he be gan the set tle ment, a man who owed him 
ten thou sand bags of gold g was  brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, 
the mas ter or dered that he and his wife and his chil dren and all that he had be 
sold to re pay the debt.

26 “At this the ser vant fell on his  knees be fore him. ‘Be pa tient with me,’ he 
 begged, ‘and I will pay back ev ery thing.’ 27 The ser vant’s mas ter took pity on him, 
can celed the debt and let him go.

28 “But when that ser vant went out, he  found one of his fel low ser vants who 
owed him a hun dred sil ver  coins. h He  grabbed him and be gan to  choke him. ‘Pay 
back what you owe me!’ he de mand ed.

29 “His fel low ser vant fell to his  knees and  begged him, ‘Be pa tient with me, 
and I will pay it back.’

30 “But he re fused. In stead, he went off and had the man  thrown into pris on 
un til he  could pay the debt. 31 When the oth er ser vants saw what had hap pened, 
they were out raged and went and told  their mas ter ev ery thing that had hap
pened.

32 “Then the mas ter  called the ser vant in. ‘You wick ed ser vant,’ he said, ‘I 
can celed all that debt of  yours be cause you  begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have 
had mer cy on your fel low ser vant just as I had on you?’ 34 In an ger his mas ter 
hand ed him over to the jail ers to be tor tured, un til he  should pay back all he 
owed.

35 “This is how my heav en ly Fa ther will  treat each of you un less you for give 
your broth er or sis ter from your heart.”

a 11 Some manuscripts include here the words of Luke 19:10.    b 15 The Greek word for 
brother or sister (adelphos) refers here to a fellow disciple, whether man or woman; also in 
verses 21 and 35.    c 15 Some manuscripts sins against you    d 16 Deut. 19:15    e 18 Or 
will have been    f 22 Or seventy times seven    g 24 Greek ten thousand talents; a talent was 
worth about 20 years of a day laborer’s wages.    h 28 Greek a hundred denarii; a denarius 
was the usual daily wage of a day laborer (see 20:2).    
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 Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Boy
14 When they came to the  crowd, a man ap proached  Jesus and  knelt be fore 

him. 15 “Lord, have mer cy on my son,” he said. “He has sei zures and is suf fer ing 
great ly. He of ten  falls into the fire or into the wa ter. 16 I  brought him to your dis
ci ples, but they  could not heal him.”

17 “You un be liev ing and per verse gen er a tion,”  Jesus re plied, “how long  shall 
I stay with you? How long  shall I put up with you?  Bring the boy here to me.” 
18  Jesus re buked the de mon, and it came out of the boy, and he was  healed at 
that mo ment.

19 Then the dis ci ples came to  Jesus in pri vate and  asked, “Why  couldn’t we 
 drive it out?”

20 He re plied, “Be cause you have so lit tle  faith. Tru ly I tell you, if you have  faith 
as  small as a mus tard seed, you can say to this moun tain, ‘Move from here to 
 there,’ and it will move. Noth ing will be im pos si ble for you.” [21] a

 Jesus Predicts His Death a Second Time
22 When they came to geth er in Gal i lee, he said to them, “The Son of Man is go

ing to be de liv ered in to the  hands of men. 23 They will kill him, and on the  third 
day he will be  raised to life.” And the dis ci ples were  filled with grief.

The Temple Tax
24 Af ter  Jesus and his dis ci ples ar rived in Ca per na um, the col lec tors of the 

twodrach ma tem ple tax came to Pe ter and  asked, “Doesn’t your teach er pay 
the tem ple tax?”

25 “Yes, he does,” he re plied.
When Pe ter came into the  house,  Jesus was the  first to  speak. “What do you 

 think, Si mon?” he  asked. “From whom do the  kings of the  earth col lect duty and 
tax es —  from  their own chil dren or from oth ers?”

26 “From oth ers,” Pe ter an swered.
“Then the chil dren are ex empt,”  Jesus said to him. 27 “But so that we may not 

 cause of fense, go to the lake and  throw out your line. Take the  first fish you  catch; 
open its  mouth and you will find a fourdrach ma coin. Take it and give it to them 
for my tax and yours.”

The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven

18 At that time the dis ci ples came to  Jesus and  asked, “Who, then, is the 
great est in the king dom of heav en?”

2 He  called a lit tle  child to him, and  placed the  child  among them. 3 And he 
said: “Tru ly I tell you, un less you  change and be come like lit tle chil dren, you will 
nev er en ter the king dom of heav en. 4 There fore, who ev er  takes the low ly po si tion 
of this  child is the great est in the king dom of heav en. 5 And who ev er wel comes 
one such  child in my name wel comes me.

Causing to Stumble
6 “If any one caus es one of  these lit tle ones —   those who be lieve in me —  to 

stum ble, it  would be bet ter for them to have a  large mill stone hung  around  their 
neck and to be  drowned in the  depths of the sea. 7 Woe to the  world be cause of 
the  things that  cause peo ple to stum ble! Such  things must come, but woe to 
the per son  through whom they come! 8 If your hand or your foot caus es you to 
stum ble, cut it off and  throw it away. It is bet ter for you to en ter life  maimed or 
crip pled than to have two  hands or two feet and be  thrown into eter nal fire. 
9 And if your eye caus es you to stum ble,  gouge it out and  throw it away. It is bet
ter for you to en ter life with one eye than to have two eyes and be  thrown into 
the fire of hell.

a 21 Some manuscripts include here words similar to Mark 9:29.    
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28  Jesus said to them, “Tru ly I tell you, at the re new al of all  things, when the 
Son of Man sits on his glo ri ous  throne, you who have fol lowed me will also sit on 
 twelve  thrones, judg ing the  twelve  tribes of Is ra el. 29 And ev ery one who has left 
hous es or broth ers or sis ters or fa ther or moth er or wife a or chil dren or  fields for 
my sake will re ceive a hun dred  times as much and will in her it eter nal life. 30 But 
many who are  first will be last, and many who are last will be first.

The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard

20 “For the king dom of heav en is like a land own er who went out ear ly in the 
morn ing to hire work ers for his vine yard. 2 He  agreed to pay them a de nar

i us b for the day and sent them into his vine yard.
3 “About nine in the morn ing he went out and saw oth ers stand ing in the mar

ket place do ing noth ing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vine yard, 
and I will pay you what ev er is  right.’ 5 So they went.

“He went out  again  about noon and  about  three in the af ter noon and did 
the same  thing. 6 About five in the af ter noon he went out and  found  still oth ers 
stand ing  around. He  asked them, ‘Why have you been stand ing here all day long 
do ing noth ing?’

7 “ ‘Be cause no one has  hired us,’ they an swered.
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vine yard.’
8 “When eve ning came, the own er of the vine yard said to his fore man, ‘Call 

the work ers and pay them  their wag es, be gin ning with the last ones  hired and 
go ing on to the first.’

9 “The work ers who were  hired  about five in the af ter noon came and each re
ceived a de nar i us. 10 So when  those came who were  hired  first, they ex pect ed to 
re ceive more. But each one of them also re ceived a de nar i us. 11 When they re
ceived it, they be gan to grum ble  against the land own er. 12 ‘These who were  hired 
last  worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them  equal to us who 
have  borne the bur den of the work and the heat of the day.’

13 “But he an swered one of them, ‘I am not be ing un fair to you, friend.  Didn’t 
you  agree to work for a de nar i us? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one 
who was  hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the  right to do what I 
want with my own mon ey? Or are you en vi ous be cause I am gen er ous?’

16 “So the last will be  first, and the  first will be last.”

 Jesus Predicts His Death a Third Time
17 Now  Jesus was go ing up to Je ru sa lem. On the way, he took the  Twelve  aside 

and said to them, 18 “We are go ing up to Je ru sa lem, and the Son of Man will be 
de liv ered over to the  chief  priests and the teach ers of the law. They will con demn 
him to  death 19 and will hand him over to the Gen tiles to be  mocked and  flogged 
and cru ci fied. On the  third day he will be  raised to life!”

A Mother’s Request
20 Then the moth er of Zeb e dee’s sons came to  Jesus with her sons and, kneel

ing down,  asked a fa vor of him.
21 “What is it you want?” he asked.
She said, “Grant that one of  these two sons of mine may sit at your  right and 

the oth er at your left in your king dom.”
22 “You  don’t know what you are ask ing,”  Jesus said to them. “Can you  drink 

the cup I am go ing to drink?”
“We can,” they an swered.
23  Jesus said to them, “You will in deed  drink from my cup, but to sit at my  right 

or left is not for me to  grant.  These plac es be long to  those for whom they have 
been pre pared by my Fa ther.”

24 When the ten  heard  about this, they were in dig nant with the two broth ers. 

a 29 Some manuscripts do not have or wife.    b 2 A denarius was the usual daily wage of a 
day laborer.    
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Divorce

19 When  Jesus had fin ished say ing  these  things, he left Gal i lee and went into 
the re gion of Ju dea to the oth er side of the Jor dan. 2 Large  crowds fol lowed 

him, and he  healed them there.
3 Some Phar i sees came to him to test him. They  asked, “Is it law ful for a man 

to di vorce his wife for any and ev ery rea son?”
4 “Haven’t you read,” he re plied, “that at the be gin ning the Cre a tor ‘made them 

male and fe male,’ a 5 and said, ‘For this rea son a man will  leave his fa ther and 
moth er and be unit ed to his wife, and the two will be come one  flesh’ b ? 6 So they 
are no lon ger two, but one  flesh. There fore what God has  joined to geth er, let no 
one sep a rate.”

7 “Why then,” they  asked, “did Mo ses com mand that a man give his wife a cer
tif i cate of di vorce and send her away?”

8  Jesus re plied, “Mo ses per mit ted you to di vorce your  wives be cause your 
 hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the be gin ning. 9 I tell you that any
one who di vorc es his wife, ex cept for sex u al im mo ral i ty, and mar ries an oth er 
wom an com mits adul tery.”

10 The dis ci ples said to him, “If this is the sit u a tion be tween a hus band and 
wife, it is bet ter not to mar ry.”

11  Jesus re plied, “Not ev ery one can ac cept this word, but only  those to whom 
it has been giv en. 12 For there are eu nuchs who were born that way, and there 
are eu nuchs who have been made eu nuchs by others —  and there are those who 
choose to live like eu nuchs for the sake of the king dom of heav en. The one who 
can ac cept this  should ac cept it.”

The Little Children and  Jesus
13 Then peo ple  brought lit tle chil dren to  Jesus for him to  place his  hands on 

them and pray for them. But the dis ci ples re buked them.
14  Jesus said, “Let the lit tle chil dren come to me, and do not hin der them, for 

the king dom of heav en be longs to such as  these.” 15 When he had  placed his 
 hands on them, he went on from there.

The Rich and the Kingdom of God
16 Just then a man came up to  Jesus and  asked, “Teach er, what good  thing must 

I do to get eter nal life?”
17 “Why do you ask me  about what is good?”  Jesus re plied. “There is only One 

who is good. If you want to en ter life, keep the com mand ments.”
18 “Which ones?” he in quired.
 Jesus re plied, “ ‘You  shall not mur der, you  shall not com mit adul tery, you  shall 

not  steal, you  shall not give  false tes ti mo ny, 19 hon or your fa ther and moth er,’ c 
and ‘love your neigh bor as your self.’ d ”

20 “All  these I have kept,” the  young man said. “What do I  still lack?”
21  Jesus an swered, “If you want to be per fect, go, sell your pos ses sions and give 

to the poor, and you will have trea sure in heav en. Then come, fol low me.”
22 When the  young man  heard this, he went away sad, be cause he had  great 

wealth.
23 Then  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, “Tru ly I tell you, it is hard for some one who 

is rich to en ter the king dom of heav en. 24 Again I tell you, it is eas i er for a cam el 
to go  through the eye of a nee dle than for some one who is rich to en ter the king
dom of God.”

25 When the dis ci ples  heard this, they were great ly as ton ished and  asked, 
“Who then can be saved?”

26  Jesus  looked at them and said, “With man this is im pos si ble, but with God 
all  things are pos si ble.”

27 Pe ter an swered him, “We have left ev ery thing to fol low you! What then will 
 there be for us?”

a 4 Gen. 1:27    b 5 Gen. 2:24    c 19 Exodus 20:1216; Deut. 5:1620    d 19 Lev. 19:18    
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  “ ‘From the lips of children and infants
  you, Lord, have called forth your praise’ a ?”

17 And he left them and went out of the city to Beth a ny,  where he  spent the 
night.

 Jesus Curses a Fig Tree
18 Ear ly in the morn ing, as  Jesus was on his way back to the city, he was hun

gry. 19 See ing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but  found noth ing on it ex cept 
 leaves. Then he said to it, “May you nev er bear  fruit  again!” Im me di ate ly the 
tree with ered.

20 When the dis ci ples saw this, they were  amazed. “How did the fig tree with er 
so quick ly?” they asked.

21  Jesus re plied, “Tru ly I tell you, if you have  faith and do not  doubt, not only 
can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this moun tain, 
‘Go,  throw your self into the sea,’ and it will be done. 22 If you be lieve, you will re
ceive what ev er you ask for in prayer.”

The Authority of  Jesus Questioned
23  Jesus en tered the tem ple  courts, and,  while he was teach ing, the  chief 

 priests and the el ders of the peo ple came to him. “By what au thor i ty are you do
ing  these  things?” they  asked. “And who gave you this au thor i ty?”

24  Jesus re plied, “I will also ask you one ques tion. If you an swer me, I will tell 
you by what au thor i ty I am do ing  these  things. 25 John’s bap tism —   where did it 
come from? Was it from heav en, or of hu man or i gin?”

They dis cussed it  among them selves and said, “If we say, ‘From heav en,’ he 
will ask, ‘Then why  didn’t you be lieve him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of hu man or i gin’ —  
we are  afraid of the peo ple, for they all hold that John was a proph et.”

27 So they an swered  Jesus, “We  don’t know.”
Then he said, “Nei ther will I tell you by what au thor i ty I am do ing  these things.

The Parable of the Two Sons
28 “What do you  think?  There was a man who had two sons. He went to the  first 

and said, ‘Son, go and work to day in the vine yard.’
29 “ ‘I will not,’ he an swered, but lat er he  changed his mind and went.
30 “Then the fa ther went to the oth er son and said the same  thing. He an

swered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go.
31 “Which of the two did what his fa ther want ed?”
“The  first,” they an swered.
 Jesus said to them, “Tru ly I tell you, the tax col lec tors and the pros ti tutes are 

en ter ing the king dom of God  ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you 
the way of righ teous ness, and you did not be lieve him, but the tax col lec tors and 
the pros ti tutes did. And even af ter you saw this, you did not re pent and be lieve 
him.

The Parable of the Tenants
33 “Lis ten to an oth er par a ble:  There was a land own er who plant ed a vine

yard. He put a wall  around it, dug a wine press in it and  built a watch tow er. 
Then he rent ed the vine yard to some farm ers and  moved to an oth er  place. 
34 When the har vest time ap proached, he sent his ser vants to the ten ants to 
col lect his fruit.

35 “The ten ants  seized his ser vants; they beat one,  killed an oth er, and  stoned 
a  third. 36 Then he sent oth er ser vants to them, more than the  first time, and the 
ten ants treat ed them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They 
will re spect my son,’ he said.

38 “But when the ten ants saw the son, they said to each oth er, ‘This is the heir. 

a 16 Psalm 8:2 (see Septuagint)    
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25  Jesus  called them to geth er and said, “You know that the rul ers of the Gen tiles 
lord it over them, and  their high of fi cials ex er cise au thor i ty over them. 26 Not so 
with you. In stead, who ev er  wants to be come  great  among you must be your ser
vant, 27 and who ev er  wants to be  first must be your  slave —   28 just as the Son of Man 
did not come to be  served, but to  serve, and to give his life as a ran som for many.”

Two Blind Men Receive Sight
29 As  Jesus and his dis ci ples were leav ing Jer i cho, a  large  crowd fol lowed him. 

30 Two  blind men were sit ting by the road side, and when they  heard that  Jesus 
was go ing by, they shout ed, “Lord, Son of Da vid, have mer cy on us!”

31 The  crowd re buked them and told them to be qui et, but they shout ed all the 
loud er, “Lord, Son of Da vid, have mer cy on us!”

32  Jesus  stopped and  called them. “What do you want me to do for you?” he 
asked.

33 “Lord,” they an swered, “we want our sight.”
34  Jesus had com pas sion on them and  touched  their eyes. Im me di ate ly they 

re ceived  their  sight and fol lowed him.

 Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King

21 As they ap proached Je ru sa lem and came to Beth pha ge on the  Mount of 
Ol ives,  Jesus sent two dis ci ples, 2 say ing to them, “Go to the vil lage  ahead 

of you, and at once you will find a don key tied  there, with her colt by her. Un tie 
them and  bring them to me. 3 If any one says any thing to you, say that the Lord 
 needs them, and he will send them  right away.”

4 This took  place to ful fill what was spo ken  through the proph et:

 5 “Say to Daughter Zion,
  ‘See, your king comes to you,
  gentle and riding on a donkey,
  and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ” a

6 The dis ci ples went and did as  Jesus had in struct ed them. 7 They  brought the 
don key and the colt and  placed  their  cloaks on them for  Jesus to sit on. 8 A very 
 large  crowd  spread  their  cloaks on the road,  while oth ers cut branch es from the 
 trees and  spread them on the road. 9 The  crowds that went  ahead of him and 
 those that fol lowed shout ed,

  “Hosanna b to the Son of David!”

  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” c

  “Hosanna b in the highest heaven!”
10 When  Jesus en tered Je ru sa lem, the  whole city was  stirred and  asked, “Who 

is this?”
11 The  crowds an swered, “This is  Jesus, the proph et from Naz a reth in Gal i lee.”

 Jesus at the Temple
12  Jesus en tered the tem ple  courts and  drove out all who were buy ing and sell

ing  there. He over turned the ta bles of the mon ey chang ers and the bench es of 
 those sell ing  doves. 13 “It is writ ten,” he said to them, “ ‘My  house will be  called a 
 house of  prayer,’ d but you are mak ing it ‘a den of rob bers.’ e ”

14 The  blind and the lame came to him at the tem ple, and he  healed them. 
15 But when the  chief  priests and the teach ers of the law saw the won der ful  things 
he did and the chil dren shout ing in the tem ple  courts, “Ho san na to the Son of 
Da vid,” they were in dig nant.

16 “Do you hear what  these chil dren are say ing?” they  asked him.
“Yes,” re plied  Jesus, “have you nev er read,

a 5 Zech. 9:9    b 9 A Hebrew expression meaning “Save!” which became an exclamation of 
praise; also in verse 15    c 9 Psalm 118:25,26    d 13 Isaiah 56:7    e 13 Jer. 7:11    
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21 “Cae sar’s,” they re plied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to Cae sar what is Cae sar’s, and to God 

what is God’s.”
22 When they  heard this, they were  amazed. So they left him and went away.

Marriage at the Resurrection
23 That same day the Sad du cees, who say  there is no res ur rec tion, came to him 

with a ques tion. 24 “Teach er,” they said, “Mo ses told us that if a man dies with
out hav ing chil dren, his broth er must mar ry the wid ow and  raise up off spring 
for him. 25 Now  there were sev en broth ers  among us. The  first one mar ried and 
died, and  since he had no chil dren, he left his wife to his broth er. 26 The same 
 thing hap pened to the sec ond and  third broth er,  right on down to the sev enth. 
27 Fi nal ly, the wom an died. 28 Now then, at the res ur rec tion,  whose wife will she 
be of the sev en,  since all of them were mar ried to her?”

29  Jesus re plied, “You are in er ror be cause you do not know the Scrip tures or 
the pow er of God. 30 At the res ur rec tion peo ple will nei ther mar ry nor be giv en 
in mar riage; they will be like the an gels in heav en. 31 But  about the res ur rec tion 
of the dead —  have you not read what God said to you, 32 ‘I am the God of Abra
ham, the God of  Isaac, and the God of Ja cob’ a ? He is not the God of the dead but 
of the liv ing.”

33 When the  crowds  heard this, they were as ton ished at his teach ing.

The Greatest Commandment
34 Hear ing that  Jesus had si lenced the Sad du cees, the Phar i sees got to geth er. 

35 One of them, an ex pert in the law, test ed him with this ques tion: 36 “Teach er, 
 which is the great est com mand ment in the Law?”

37  Jesus re plied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your  heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’ b 38 This is the  first and great est com mand ment. 
39 And the sec ond is like it: ‘Love your neigh bor as your self.’ c 40 All the Law and 
the Proph ets hang on  these two com mand ments.”

Whose Son Is the Messiah?
41 While the Phar i sees were gath ered to geth er,  Jesus  asked them, 42 “What do 

you  think  about the Mes si ah?  Whose son is he?”
“The son of Da vid,” they re plied.
43 He said to them, “How is it then that Da vid, speak ing by the Spir it,  calls him 

‘Lord’? For he says,

 44 “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord:
  “Sit at my right hand
  until I put your enemies
  under your feet.” ’ d

45 If then Da vid  calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” 46 No one  could say a 
word in re ply, and from that day on no one  dared to ask him any more ques tions.

A Warning Against Hypocrisy

23 Then  Jesus said to the  crowds and to his dis ci ples: 2 “The teach ers of the 
law and the Phar i sees sit in Mo ses’ seat. 3 So you must be care ful to do ev

ery thing they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not prac tice what 
they  preach. 4 They tie up  heavy, cum ber some  loads and put them on oth er peo
ple’s shoul ders, but they them selves are not will ing to lift a fin ger to move them.

5 “Ev ery thing they do is done for peo ple to see: They make  their phy lac ter ies e 
wide and the tas sels on  their gar ments long; 6 they love the  place of hon or at ban
quets and the most im por tant  seats in the syn a gogues; 7 they love to be greet ed 
with re spect in the mar ket plac es and to be called ‘Rab bi’ by others.

a 32 Exodus 3:6    b 37 Deut. 6:5    c 39 Lev. 19:18    d 44 Psalm 110:1    e 5 That is, boxes 
containing Scripture verses, worn on forehead and arm    
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Come,  let’s kill him and take his in her i tance.’ 39 So they took him and  threw him 
out of the vine yard and  killed him.

40 “There fore, when the own er of the vine yard  comes, what will he do to  those 
ten ants?”

41 “He will  bring  those wretch es to a wretch ed end,” they re plied, “and he will 
rent the vine yard to oth er ten ants, who will give him his  share of the crop at 
har vest time.”

42  Jesus said to them, “Have you nev er read in the Scrip tures:

  “ ‘The stone the builders rejected
  has become the cornerstone;
  the Lord has done this,
  and it is marvelous in our eyes’ a ?

43 “There fore I tell you that the king dom of God will be tak en away from you 
and giv en to a peo ple who will pro duce its  fruit. 44 Any one who  falls on this  stone 
will be bro ken to piec es; any one on whom it  falls will be crushed.” b

45 When the  chief  priests and the Phar i sees  heard  Jesus’ par a bles, they knew 
he was talk ing  about them. 46 They  looked for a way to ar rest him, but they were 
 afraid of the  crowd be cause the peo ple held that he was a proph et.

The Parable of the Wedding Banquet

22  Jesus  spoke to them  again in par a bles, say ing: 2 “The king dom of heav en 
is like a king who pre pared a wed ding ban quet for his son. 3 He sent his 

ser vants to  those who had been in vit ed to the ban quet to tell them to come, but 
they re fused to come.

4 “Then he sent some more ser vants and said, ‘Tell  those who have been in
vit ed that I have pre pared my din ner: My oxen and fat tened cat tle have been 
butch ered, and ev ery thing is  ready. Come to the wed ding ban quet.’

5 “But they paid no at ten tion and went off —  one to his  field, an oth er to his 
busi ness. 6 The rest  seized his ser vants, mis treat ed them and  killed them. 7 The 
king was en raged. He sent his army and de stroyed  those mur der ers and  burned 
 their city.

8 “Then he said to his ser vants, ‘The wed ding ban quet is  ready, but  those I in
vit ed did not de serve to come. 9 So go to the  street cor ners and in vite to the ban
quet any one you find.’ 10 So the ser vants went out into the  streets and gath ered 
all the peo ple they  could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wed ding hall 
was  filled with guests.

11 “But when the king came in to see the  guests, he no ticed a man  there who 
was not wear ing wed ding  clothes. 12 He  asked, ‘How did you get in here with out 
wed ding  clothes, friend?’ The man was speech less.

13 “Then the king told the at ten dants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and  throw him 
out side, into the dark ness,  where  there will be weep ing and gnash ing of teeth.’

14 “For many are in vit ed, but few are cho sen.”

Paying the Imperial Tax to Caesar
15 Then the Phar i sees went out and laid  plans to trap him in his  words. 16 They 

sent  their dis ci ples to him  along with the He ro di ans. “Teach er,” they said, “we 
know that you are a man of in teg ri ty and that you  teach the way of God in ac cor
dance with the  truth. You  aren’t  swayed by oth ers, be cause you pay no at ten tion 
to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opin ion? Is it  right to pay the im pe ri al 
tax c to Cae sar or not?”

18 But  Jesus, know ing  their evil in tent, said, “You hyp o crites, why are you try
ing to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for pay ing the tax.” They  brought him a 
de nar i us, 20 and he  asked them, “Whose im age is this? And  whose in scrip tion?”

a 42 Psalm 118:22,23    b 44 Some manuscripts do not have verse 44.    c 17 A special tax 
levied on subject peoples, not on Roman citizens    
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The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times

24  Jesus left the tem ple and was walk ing away when his dis ci ples came up 
to him to call his at ten tion to its build ings. 2 “Do you see all  these  things?” 

he  asked. “Tru ly I tell you, not one  stone here will be left on an oth er; ev ery one 
will be  thrown down.”

3 As  Jesus was sit ting on the  Mount of Ol ives, the dis ci ples came to him pri
vate ly. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this hap pen, and what will be the sign of 
your com ing and of the end of the age?”

4  Jesus an swered: “Watch out that no one de ceives you. 5 For many will come 
in my name, claim ing, ‘I am the Mes si ah,’ and will de ceive many. 6 You will hear 
of wars and ru mors of wars, but see to it that you are not  alarmed. Such  things 
must hap pen, but the end is  still to come. 7 Na tion will rise  against na tion, and 
king dom  against king dom.  There will be fam ines and earth quakes in var i ous 
plac es. 8 All  these are the be gin ning of  birth pains.

9 “Then you will be hand ed over to be per se cut ed and put to  death, and you 
will be hat ed by all na tions be cause of me. 10 At that time many will turn away 
from the  faith and will be tray and hate each oth er, 11 and many  false proph ets 
will ap pear and de ceive many peo ple. 12 Be cause of the in crease of wick ed ness, 
the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one who  stands firm to the end will be 
 saved. 14 And this gos pel of the king dom will be  preached in the  whole  world as a 
tes ti mo ny to all na tions, and then the end will come.

15 “So when you see stand ing in the holy  place ‘the abom i na tion that caus
es des o la tion,’ a spo ken of  through the proph et Dan iel —  let the read er un der
stand —   16 then let  those who are in Ju dea flee to the moun tains. 17 Let no one on 
the house top go down to take any thing out of the  house. 18 Let no one in the  field 
go back to get  their  cloak. 19 How dread ful it will be in  those days for preg nant 
wom en and nurs ing moth ers! 20 Pray that your  flight will not take  place in win ter 
or on the Sab bath. 21 For then  there will be  great dis tress, un equaled from the 
be gin ning of the  world un til now —  and nev er to be  equaled  again.

22 “If  those days had not been cut  short, no one  would sur vive, but for the sake 
of the  elect  those days will be short ened. 23 At that time if any one says to you, 
‘Look, here is the Mes si ah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not be lieve it. 24 For  false mes si ahs 
and  false proph ets will ap pear and per form  great  signs and won ders to de ceive, 
if pos si ble, even the  elect. 25 See, I have told you  ahead of time.

26 “So if any one  tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wil der ness,’ do not go out; or, 
‘Here he is, in the in ner  rooms,’ do not be lieve it. 27 For as light ning that  comes 
from the east is vis i ble even in the west, so will be the com ing of the Son of Man. 
28 Wher ev er  there is a car cass,  there the vul tures will gath er.

29 “Im me di ate ly af ter the dis tress of  those days

  “ ‘the sun will be darkened,
  and the moon will not give its light;
  the stars will fall from the sky,
  and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ b

30 “Then will ap pear the sign of the Son of Man in heav en. And then all the 
peo ples of the  earth c will  mourn when they see the Son of Man com ing on the 
 clouds of heav en, with pow er and  great glo ry. d 31 And he will send his an gels with 
a loud trum pet call, and they will gath er his  elect from the four  winds, from one 
end of the heav ens to the oth er.

32 “Now  learn this les son from the fig tree: As soon as its  twigs get ten der and 
its  leaves come out, you know that sum mer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all 
 these  things, you know that it e is near,  right at the door. 34 Tru ly I tell you, this 
gen er a tion will cer tain ly not pass away un til all  these  things have hap pened. 
35 Heav en and  earth will pass away, but my  words will nev er pass away.

a 15 Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11    b 29 Isaiah 13:10; 34:4    c 30 Or the tribes of the land    
d 30 See Daniel 7:1314.    e 33 Or he    
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8 “But you are not to be  called ‘Rab bi,’ for you have one  Teach er, and you are all 
broth ers. 9 And do not call any one on  earth ‘fa ther,’ for you have one Fa ther, and 
he is in heav en. 10 Nor are you to be  called in struc tors, for you have one In struc tor, 
the Mes si ah. 11 The great est  among you will be your ser vant. 12 For  those who ex alt 
them selves will be hum bled, and  those who hum ble them selves will be ex alt ed.

Seven Woes on the Teachers of the Law and the Pharisees
13 “Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You shut the 

door of the king dom of heav en in peo ple’s fac es. You your selves do not en ter, nor 
will you let  those en ter who are try ing to. [14] a

15 “Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You trav el 
over land and sea to win a sin gle con vert, and when you have suc ceed ed, you 
make them  twice as much a  child of hell as you are.

16 “Woe to you,  blind  guides! You say, ‘If any one  swears by the tem ple, it  means 
noth ing; but any one who  swears by the gold of the tem ple is  bound by that oath.’ 
17 You  blind  fools!  Which is great er: the gold, or the tem ple that  makes the gold sa
cred? 18 You also say, ‘If any one  swears by the al tar, it  means noth ing; but any one 
who  swears by the gift on the al tar is  bound by that oath.’ 19 You  blind men!  Which 
is great er: the gift, or the al tar that  makes the gift sa cred? 20 There fore, any one 
who  swears by the al tar  swears by it and by ev ery thing on it. 21 And any one who 
 swears by the tem ple  swears by it and by the one who  dwells in it. 22 And any one 
who  swears by heav en  swears by  God’s  throne and by the one who sits on it.

23 “Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You give a 
 tenth of your spic es —  mint, dill and cum in. But you have ne glect ed the more 
im por tant mat ters of the law —  jus tice, mer cy and faith ful ness. You  should 
have prac ticed the lat ter, with out ne glect ing the for mer. 24 You  blind  guides! You 
 strain out a gnat but swal low a cam el.

25 “Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You  clean 
the out side of the cup and dish, but in side they are full of  greed and selfin dul
gence. 26 Blind Phar i see!  First  clean the in side of the cup and dish, and then the 
out side also will be clean.

27 “Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You are like 
white washed  tombs,  which look beau ti ful on the out side but on the in side are 
full of the  bones of the dead and ev ery thing un clean. 28 In the same way, on the 
out side you ap pear to peo ple as righ teous but on the in side you are full of hy
poc ri sy and wick ed ness.

29 “Woe to you, teach ers of the law and Phar i sees, you hyp o crites! You  build 
 tombs for the proph ets and dec o rate the  graves of the righ teous. 30 And you say, 
‘If we had  lived in the days of our an ces tors, we  would not have tak en part with 
them in shed ding the  blood of the proph ets.’ 31 So you tes ti fy  against your selves 
that you are the de scen dants of  those who mur dered the proph ets. 32 Go ahead, 
then, and com plete what your an ces tors started!

33 “You  snakes! You  brood of vi pers! How will you es cape be ing con demned 
to hell? 34 There fore I am send ing you proph ets and  sages and teach ers. Some of 
them you will kill and cru ci fy; oth ers you will flog in your syn a gogues and pur
sue from town to town. 35 And so upon you will come all the righ teous  blood that 
has been shed on  earth, from the  blood of righ teous Abel to the  blood of Zech
a ri ah son of Ber e ki ah, whom you mur dered be tween the tem ple and the al tar. 
36 Tru ly I tell you, all this will come on this gen er a tion.

37 “Je ru sa lem, Je ru sa lem, you who kill the proph ets and  stone  those sent to 
you, how of ten I have  longed to gath er your chil dren to geth er, as a hen gath ers 
her  chicks un der her  wings, and you were not will ing. 38 Look, your  house is left 
to you des o late. 39 For I tell you, you will not see me  again un til you say, ‘Blessed 
is he who  comes in the name of the Lord.’ b ”

a 14 Some manuscripts include here words similar to Mark 12:40 and Luke 20:47.    
b 39 Psalm 118:26    
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oth er five. ‘Mas ter,’ he said, ‘you en trust ed me with five bags of gold. See, I have 
 gained five more.’

21 “His mas ter re plied, ‘Well done, good and faith ful ser vant! You have been 
faith ful with a few  things; I will put you in  charge of many  things. Come and 
 share your mas ter’s hap pi ness!’

22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Mas ter,’ he said, ‘you en trust ed 
me with two bags of gold; see, I have  gained two more.’

23 “His mas ter re plied, ‘Well done, good and faith ful ser vant! You have been 
faith ful with a few  things; I will put you in  charge of many  things. Come and 
 share your mas ter’s hap pi ness!’

24 “Then the man who had re ceived one bag of gold came. ‘Mas ter,’ he said, ‘I 
knew that you are a hard man, har vest ing  where you have not sown and gath
er ing  where you have not scat tered seed. 25 So I was  afraid and went out and hid 
your gold in the  ground. See, here is what be longs to you.’

26 “His mas ter re plied, ‘You wick ed, lazy ser vant! So you knew that I har vest 
 where I have not sown and gath er  where I have not scat tered seed? 27 Well then, 
you  should have put my mon ey on de pos it with the bank ers, so that when I re
turned I  would have re ceived it back with in ter est.

28 “ ‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 
29 For who ever has will be giv en more, and they will have an abun dance. Who
ever does not have, even what they have will be tak en from them. 30 And  throw 
that worth less ser vant out side, into the dark ness,  where  there will be weep ing 
and gnash ing of teeth.’

The Sheep and the Goats
31 “When the Son of Man  comes in his glo ry, and all the an gels with him, he 

will sit on his glo ri ous  throne. 32 All the na tions will be gath ered be fore him, and 
he will sep a rate the peo ple one from an oth er as a shep herd sep a rates the  sheep 
from the  goats. 33 He will put the  sheep on his  right and the  goats on his left.

34 “Then the King will say to  those on his  right, ‘Come, you who are  blessed by 
my Fa ther; take your in her i tance, the king dom pre pared for you  since the cre
a tion of the  world. 35 For I was hun gry and you gave me some thing to eat, I was 
 thirsty and you gave me some thing to  drink, I was a strang er and you in vit ed me 
in, 36 I need ed  clothes and you  clothed me, I was sick and you  looked af ter me, I 
was in pris on and you came to vis it me.’

37 “Then the righ teous will an swer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hun gry 
and feed you, or  thirsty and give you some thing to  drink? 38 When did we see you 
a strang er and in vite you in, or need ing  clothes and  clothe you? 39 When did we 
see you sick or in pris on and go to vis it you?’

40 “The King will re ply, ‘Tru ly I tell you, what ev er you did for one of the  least of 
 these broth ers and sis ters of mine, you did for me.’

41 “Then he will say to  those on his left, ‘De part from me, you who are  cursed, 
into the eter nal fire pre pared for the dev il and his an gels. 42 For I was hun gry 
and you gave me noth ing to eat, I was  thirsty and you gave me noth ing to  drink, 
43 I was a strang er and you did not in vite me in, I need ed  clothes and you did not 
 clothe me, I was sick and in pris on and you did not look af ter me.’

44 “They also will an swer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hun gry or  thirsty or a 
strang er or need ing  clothes or sick or in pris on, and did not help you?’

45 “He will re ply, ‘Tru ly I tell you, what ev er you did not do for one of the  least of 
 these, you did not do for me.’

46 “Then they will go away to eter nal pun ish ment, but the righ teous to eter
nal life.”

The Plot Against  Jesus

26 When  Jesus had fin ished say ing all  these  things, he said to his dis ci ples, 
2 “As you know, the Pass over is two days away —  and the Son of Man will 

be hand ed over to be cru ci fied.”
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The Day and Hour Unknown
36 “But  about that day or hour no one  knows, not even the an gels in heav en, nor 

the Son, a but only the Fa ther. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the 
com ing of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days be fore the  flood, peo ple were eat ing 
and drink ing, mar ry ing and giv ing in mar riage, up to the day Noah en tered the 
ark; 39 and they knew noth ing  about what  would hap pen un til the  f lood came 
and took them all away. That is how it will be at the com ing of the Son of Man. 
40 Two men will be in the  field; one will be tak en and the oth er left. 41 Two wom en 
will be grind ing with a hand mill; one will be tak en and the oth er left.

42 “There fore keep  watch, be cause you do not know on what day your Lord will 
come. 43 But un der stand this: If the own er of the  house had  known at what time 
of  night the  thief was com ing, he  would have kept  watch and  would not have let 
his  house be bro ken into. 44 So you also must be  ready, be cause the Son of Man 
will come at an hour when you do not ex pect him.

45 “Who then is the faith ful and wise ser vant, whom the mas ter has put in 
 charge of the ser vants in his house hold to give them  their food at the prop er time? 
46 It will be good for that ser vant  whose mas ter  finds him do ing so when he re turns. 
47 Tru ly I tell you, he will put him in  charge of all his pos ses sions. 48 But sup pose 
that ser vant is wick ed and says to him self, ‘My mas ter is stay ing away a long time,’ 
49 and he then be gins to beat his fel low ser vants and to eat and  drink with drunk
ards. 50 The mas ter of that ser vant will come on a day when he does not ex pect him 
and at an hour he is not  aware of. 51 He will cut him to piec es and as sign him a  place 
with the hyp o crites,  where  there will be weep ing and gnash ing of teeth.

The Parable of the Ten Virgins

25 “At that time the king dom of heav en will be like ten vir gins who took  their 
 lamps and went out to meet the bride groom. 2 Five of them were fool ish 

and five were wise. 3 The fool ish ones took  their  lamps but did not take any oil with 
them. 4 The wise ones, how ev er, took oil in jars  along with  their  lamps. 5 The bride
groom was a long time in com ing, and they all be came  drowsy and fell asleep.

6 “At mid night the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bride groom! Come out to meet 
him!’

7 “Then all the vir gins woke up and  trimmed  their  lamps. 8 The fool ish ones 
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our  lamps are go ing out.’

9 “ ‘No,’ they re plied, ‘there may not be  enough for both us and you. In stead, go 
to  those who sell oil and buy some for your selves.’

10 “But  while they were on  their way to buy the oil, the bride groom ar rived. 
The vir gins who were  ready went in with him to the wed ding ban quet. And the 
door was shut.

11 “Lat er the oth ers also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’
12 “But he re plied, ‘Tru ly I tell you, I  don’t know you.’
13 “There fore keep  watch, be cause you do not know the day or the hour.

The Parable of the Bags of Gold
14 “Again, it will be like a man go ing on a jour ney, who  called his ser vants and 

en trust ed his  wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to an oth er two 
bags, and to an oth er one bag, b each ac cord ing to his abil i ty. Then he went on his 
jour ney. 16 The man who had re ceived five bags of gold went at once and put his 
mon ey to work and  gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of gold 
 gained two more. 18 But the man who had re ceived one bag went off, dug a hole in 
the  ground and hid his mas ter’s mon ey.

19 “Af ter a long time the mas ter of  those ser vants re turned and set tled ac
counts with them. 20 The man who had re ceived five bags of gold  brought the 

a 36 Some manuscripts do not have nor the Son.    b 15 Greek five talents . . . two talents . . . 
one talent; also throughout this parable; a talent was worth about 20 years of a day laborer’s 
wage.    
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  “ ‘I will strike the shepherd,
  and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ a

32 But af ter I have ris en, I will go  ahead of you into Gal i lee.”
33 Pe ter re plied, “Even if all fall away on ac count of you, I nev er will.”
34 “Tru ly I tell you,”  Jesus an swered, “this very  night, be fore the roost er  crows, 

you will dis own me  three times.”
35 But Pe ter de clared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will nev er dis own you.” 

And all the oth er dis ci ples said the same.

Gethsemane
36 Then  Jesus went with his dis ci ples to a  place  called Geth sem a ne, and he 

said to them, “Sit here  while I go over  there and pray.” 37 He took Pe ter and the 
two sons of Zeb e dee  along with him, and he be gan to be sor row ful and trou bled. 
38 Then he said to them, “My soul is over whelmed with sor row to the  point of 
 death. Stay here and keep  watch with me.”

39 Go ing a lit tle far ther, he fell with his face to the  ground and  prayed, “My 
Fa ther, if it is pos si ble, may this cup be tak en from me. Yet not as I will, but as 
you will.”

40 Then he re turned to his dis ci ples and  found them sleep ing. “Couldn’t you 
men keep  watch with me for one hour?” he  asked Pe ter. 41 “Watch and pray so 
that you will not fall into temp ta tion. The spir it is will ing, but the  flesh is weak.”

42 He went away a sec ond time and  prayed, “My Fa ther, if it is not pos si ble for 
this cup to be tak en away un less I  drink it, may your will be done.”

43 When he came back, he  again  found them sleep ing, be cause  their eyes were 
 heavy. 44 So he left them and went away once more and  prayed the  third time, 
say ing the same thing.

45 Then he re turned to the dis ci ples and said to them, “Are you  still sleep ing 
and rest ing? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is de liv ered into the 
 hands of sin ners. 46 Rise! Let us go! Here  comes my be tray er!”

 Jesus Arrested
47 While he was  still speak ing, Ju das, one of the  Twelve, ar rived. With him was 

a  large  crowd  armed with  swords and  clubs, sent from the  chief  priests and the 
el ders of the peo ple. 48 Now the be tray er had ar ranged a sig nal with them: “The 
one I kiss is the man; ar rest him.” 49 Go ing at once to  Jesus, Ju das said, “Greet ings, 
Rab bi!” and  kissed him.

50  Jesus re plied, “Do what you came for, friend.” b

Then the men  stepped for ward,  seized  Jesus and ar rest ed him. 51 With that, 
one of  Jesus’ com pan ions  reached for his  sword, drew it out and  struck the ser
vant of the high  priest, cut ting off his ear.

52 “Put your  sword back in its  place,”  Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the 
 sword will die by the  sword. 53 Do you  think I can not call on my Fa ther, and he 
will at once put at my dis pos al more than  twelve le gions of an gels? 54 But how 
then  would the Scrip tures be ful filled that say it must hap pen in this way?”

55 In that hour  Jesus said to the  crowd, “Am I lead ing a re bel lion, that you have 
come out with  swords and  clubs to cap ture me? Ev ery day I sat in the tem ple 
 courts teach ing, and you did not ar rest me. 56 But this has all tak en  place that 
the writ ings of the proph ets  might be ful filled.” Then all the dis ci ples de sert ed 
him and fled.

 Jesus Before the Sanhedrin
57 Those who had ar rest ed  Jesus took him to Ca ia phas the high  priest,  where 

the teach ers of the law and the el ders had as sem bled. 58 But Pe ter fol lowed him at 
a dis tance,  right up to the court yard of the high  priest. He en tered and sat down 
with the  guards to see the out come.

a 31 Zech. 13:7    b 50 Or “Why have you come, friend?”    
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3 Then the  chief  priests and the el ders of the peo ple as sem bled in the pal ace 
of the high  priest,  whose name was Ca ia phas, 4 and they  schemed to ar rest  Jesus 
se cret ly and kill him. 5 “But not dur ing the fes ti val,” they said, “or  there may be 
a riot  among the peo ple.”

 Jesus Anointed at Bethany
6 While  Jesus was in Beth a ny in the home of Si mon the Lep er, 7 a wom an came 

to him with an al a bas ter jar of very ex pen sive per fume,  which she  poured on his 
head as he was re clin ing at the ta ble.

8 When the dis ci ples saw this, they were in dig nant. “Why this  waste?” they 
 asked. 9 “This per fume  could have been sold at a high  price and the mon ey giv en 
to the poor.”

10 Aware of this,  Jesus said to them, “Why are you both er ing this wom an? She 
has done a beau ti ful  thing to me. 11 The poor you will al ways have with you, a but 
you will not al ways have me. 12 When she  poured this per fume on my body, she 
did it to pre pare me for buri al. 13 Tru ly I tell you, wher ev er this gos pel is  preached 
through out the  world, what she has done will also be told, in mem o ry of her.”

Judas Agrees to Betray  Jesus
14 Then one of the  Twelve —  the one  called Ju das Is car i ot —  went to the  chief 

 priests 15 and  asked, “What are you will ing to give me if I de liv er him over to you?” 
So they count ed out for him thir ty piec es of sil ver. 16 From then on Ju das  watched 
for an op por tu ni ty to hand him over.

The Last Supper
17 On the  first day of the Fes ti val of Un leav ened  Bread, the dis ci ples came to 

 Jesus and  asked, “Where do you want us to make prep a ra tions for you to eat the 
Pass over?”

18 He re plied, “Go into the city to a cer tain man and tell him, ‘The Teach er 
says: My ap point ed time is near. I am go ing to cel e brate the Pass over with my 
dis ci ples at your  house.’ ” 19 So the dis ci ples did as  Jesus had di rect ed them and 
pre pared the Pass over.

20 When eve ning came,  Jesus was re clin ing at the ta ble with the  Twelve. 21 And 
 while they were eat ing, he said, “Tru ly I tell you, one of you will be tray me.”

22 They were very sad and be gan to say to him one af ter the oth er, “Sure ly you 
don’t mean me, Lord?”

23  Jesus re plied, “The one who has  dipped his hand into the bowl with me will 
be tray me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is writ ten  about him. But woe to 
that man who be trays the Son of Man! It  would be bet ter for him if he had not 
been born.”

25 Then Ju das, the one who  would be tray him, said, “Sure ly you don’t mean 
me, Rab bi?”

 Jesus an swered, “You have said so.”
26 While they were eat ing,  Jesus took  bread, and when he had giv en  thanks, 

he  broke it and gave it to his dis ci ples, say ing, “Take and eat; this is my body.”
27 Then he took a cup, and when he had giv en  thanks, he gave it to them, 

say ing, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my  blood of the b cov enant,  which is 
 poured out for many for the for give ness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not  drink from 
this  fruit of the vine from now on un til that day when I  drink it new with you in 
my Fa ther’s king dom.”

30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the  Mount of Ol ives.

 Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial
31 Then  Jesus told them, “This very  night you will all fall away on ac count of 

me, for it is writ ten:

a 11 See Deut. 15:11.    b 28 Some manuscripts the new    
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“You have said so,”  Jesus re plied.
12 When he was ac cused by the  chief  priests and the el ders, he gave no an

swer. 13 Then Pi late  asked him, “Don’t you hear the tes ti mo ny they are bring ing 
 against you?” 14 But  Jesus made no re ply, not even to a sin gle  charge —  to the  great 
amaze ment of the gov er nor.

15 Now it was the gov er nor’s cus tom at the fes ti val to re lease a pris on er cho sen 
by the  crowd. 16 At that time they had a well known pris on er  whose name was 
 Jesus a Bar ab bas. 17 So when the  crowd had gath ered, Pi late  asked them, “Which 
one do you want me to re lease to you:  Jesus Bar ab bas, or  Jesus who is  called the 
Mes si ah?” 18 For he knew it was out of selfinterest that they had hand ed  Jesus 
over to him.

19 While Pi late was sit ting on the  judge’s seat, his wife sent him this mes sage: 
“Don’t have any thing to do with that in no cent man, for I have suf fered a  great 
deal to day in a  dream be cause of him.”

20 But the  chief  priests and the el ders per suad ed the  crowd to ask for Bar ab bas 
and to have  Jesus ex e cut ed.

21 “Which of the two do you want me to re lease to you?”  asked the gov er nor.
“Bar ab bas,” they an swered.
22 “What  shall I do, then, with  Jesus who is  called the Mes si ah?” Pi late asked.
They all an swered, “Cru ci fy him!”
23 “Why? What  crime has he com mit ted?”  asked Pi late.
But they shout ed all the loud er, “Cru ci fy him!”
24 When Pi late saw that he was get ting no where, but that in stead an up roar 

was start ing, he took wa ter and  washed his  hands in  front of the  crowd. “I am 
in no cent of this  man’s  blood,” he said. “It is your re spon si bil i ty!”

25 All the peo ple an swered, “His  blood is on us and on our chil dren!”
26 Then he re leased Bar ab bas to them. But he had  Jesus  flogged, and hand ed 

him over to be cru ci fied.

The Soldiers Mock  Jesus
27 Then the gov er nor’s sol diers took  Jesus into the Prae to ri um and gath ered 

the  whole com pa ny of sol diers  around him. 28 They  stripped him and put a scar
let robe on him, 29 and then twist ed to geth er a  crown of  thorns and set it on his 
head. They put a  staff in his  right hand. Then they  knelt in  front of him and 
 mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. 30 They spit on him, and took 
the  staff and  struck him on the head  again and  again. 31 Af ter they had  mocked 
him, they took off the robe and put his own  clothes on him. Then they led him 
away to cru ci fy him.

The Crucifixion of  Jesus
32 As they were go ing out, they met a man from Cy re ne,  named Si mon, and 

they  forced him to car ry the  cross. 33 They came to a  place  called Gol go tha (which 
 means “the  place of the  skull”). 34 There they of fered  Jesus wine to  drink,  mixed 
with gall; but af ter tast ing it, he re fused to  drink it. 35 When they had cru ci fied 
him, they di vid ed up his  clothes by cast ing lots. 36 And sit ting down, they kept 
 watch over him  there. 37 Above his head they  placed the writ ten  charge  against 
him: this is  jesus, the king of the jews.

38 Two reb els were cru ci fied with him, one on his  right and one on his left. 
39 Those who  passed by  hurled in sults at him, shak ing  their  heads 40 and say
ing, “You who are go ing to de stroy the tem ple and  build it in  three days, save 
your self ! Come down from the  cross, if you are the Son of God!” 41 In the same 
way the  chief  priests, the teach ers of the law and the el ders  mocked him. 42 “He 
 saved oth ers,” they said, “but he  can’t save him self ! He’s the king of Is ra el! Let 
him come down now from the  cross, and we will be lieve in him. 43 He  trusts 
in God. Let God res cue him now if he  wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of 

a 16 Many manuscripts do not have  Jesus; also in verse 17.    
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59 The  chief  priests and the  whole San he drin were look ing for  false ev i dence 
 against  Jesus so that they  could put him to  death. 60 But they did not find any, 
 though many  false wit ness es came for ward.

Fi nal ly two came for ward 61 and de clared, “This fel low said, ‘I am able to de
stroy the tem ple of God and re build it in  three days.’ ”

62 Then the high  priest  stood up and said to  Jesus, “Are you not go ing to an
swer? What is this tes ti mo ny that  these men are bring ing  against you?” 63 But 
 Jesus re mained si lent.

The high  priest said to him, “I  charge you un der oath by the liv ing God: Tell us 
if you are the Mes si ah, the Son of God.”

64 “You have said so,”  Jesus re plied. “But I say to all of you: From now on you 
will see the Son of Man sit ting at the  right hand of the  Mighty One and com ing 
on the  clouds of heav en.” a

65 Then the high  priest tore his  clothes and said, “He has spo ken blas phe my! 
Why do we need any more wit ness es? Look, now you have  heard the blas phe my. 
66 What do you think?”

“He is wor thy of  death,” they an swered.
67 Then they spit in his face and  struck him with  their  fists. Oth ers  slapped him 

68 and said, “Proph e sy to us, Mes si ah. Who hit you?”

Peter Disowns  Jesus
69 Now Pe ter was sit ting out in the court yard, and a ser vant girl came to him. 

“You also were with  Jesus of Gal i lee,” she said.
70 But he de nied it be fore them all. “I  don’t know what  you’re talk ing  about,” 

he said.
71 Then he went out to the gate way,  where an oth er ser vant girl saw him and 

said to the peo ple  there, “This fel low was with  Jesus of Naz a reth.”
72 He de nied it  again, with an oath: “I  don’t know the man!”
73 Af ter a lit tle  while,  those stand ing  there went up to Pe ter and said, “Sure ly 

you are one of them; your ac cent  gives you away.”
74 Then he be gan to call down curs es, and he  swore to them, “I  don’t know 

the man!”
Im me di ate ly a roost er  crowed. 75 Then Pe ter re mem bered the word  Jesus had 

spo ken: “Be fore the roost er  crows, you will dis own me  three  times.” And he went 
out side and wept bit ter ly.

Judas Hangs Himself

27 Ear ly in the morn ing, all the  chief  priests and the el ders of the peo ple 
made their plans how to have  Jesus ex e cuted. 2 So they  bound him, led 

him away and hand ed him over to Pi late the gov er nor.
3 When Ju das, who had be trayed him, saw that  Jesus was con demned, he was 

 seized with re morse and re turned the thir ty piec es of sil ver to the  chief  priests 
and the el ders. 4 “I have  sinned,” he said, “for I have be trayed in no cent blood.”

“What is that to us?” they re plied. “That’s your re spon si bil i ty.”
5 So Ju das  threw the mon ey into the tem ple and left. Then he went away and 

 hanged him self.
6 The  chief  priests  picked up the  coins and said, “It is  against the law to put this 

into the trea sury,  since it is  blood mon ey.” 7 So they de cid ed to use the mon ey to 
buy the pot ter’s  field as a buri al  place for for eign ers. 8 That is why it has been  called 
the  Field of  Blood to this day. 9 Then what was spo ken by Jer e mi ah the proph et was 
ful filled: “They took the thir ty piec es of sil ver, the  price set on him by the peo ple of 
Is ra el, 10 and they used them to buy the pot ter’s  field, as the Lord com mand ed me.” b

 Jesus Before Pilate
11 Mean while  Jesus  stood be fore the gov er nor, and the gov er nor  asked him, 

“Are you the king of the Jews?”

a 64 See Psalm 110:1; Daniel 7:13.    b 10 See Zech. 11:12,13; Jer. 19:113; 32:69.    
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has ris en from the dead and is go ing  ahead of you into Gal i lee.  There you will see 
him.’ Now I have told you.”

8 So the wom en hur ried away from the tomb,  afraid yet  filled with joy, and ran 
to tell his dis ci ples. 9 Sud den ly  Jesus met them. “Greet ings,” he said. They came 
to him,  clasped his feet and wor shiped him. 10 Then  Jesus said to them, “Do not 
be  afraid. Go and tell my broth ers to go to Gal i lee;  there they will see me.”

The Guards’ Report
11 While the wom en were on  their way, some of the  guards went into the city 

and re port ed to the  chief  priests ev ery thing that had hap pened. 12 When the 
 chief  priests had met with the el ders and de vised a plan, they gave the sol diers 
a  large sum of mon ey, 13 tell ing them, “You are to say, ‘His dis ci ples came dur ing 
the  night and  stole him away  while we were  asleep.’ 14 If this re port gets to the 
gov er nor, we will sat is fy him and keep you out of trou ble.” 15 So the sol diers took 
the mon ey and did as they were in struct ed. And this sto ry has been wide ly cir
cu lat ed  among the Jews to this very day.

The Great Commission
16 Then the elev en dis ci ples went to Gal i lee, to the moun tain  where  Jesus had 

told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they wor shiped him; but some doubt ed. 
18 Then  Jesus came to them and said, “All au thor i ty in heav en and on  earth has 
been giv en to me. 19 There fore go and make dis ci ples of all na tions, bap tiz ing 
them in the name of the Fa ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spir it, 20 and teach
ing them to obey ev ery thing I have com mand ed you. And sure ly I am with you 
al ways, to the very end of the age.”
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God.’ ” 44 In the same way the reb els who were cru ci fied with him also  heaped 
in sults on him.

The Death of  Jesus
45 From noon un til  three in the af ter noon dark ness came over all the land. 

46 About  three in the af ter noon  Jesus  cried out in a loud  voice, “Eli, Eli, a lema 
sa bach tha ni?” (which  means “My God, my God, why have you for sak en me?”). b

47 When some of  those stand ing  there  heard this, they said, “He’s call ing Eli
jah.”

48 Im me di ate ly one of them ran and got a  sponge. He  filled it with wine vin
egar, put it on a  staff, and of fered it to  Jesus to  drink. 49 The rest said, “Now  leave 
him  alone.  Let’s see if Eli jah  comes to save him.”

50 And when  Jesus had  cried out  again in a loud  voice, he gave up his spir it.
51 At that mo ment the cur tain of the tem ple was torn in two from top to bot tom. 

The  earth  shook, the  rocks  split 52 and the  tombs  broke open. The bod ies of many 
holy peo ple who had died were  raised to life. 53 They came out of the  tombs af ter 
 Jesus’ res ur rec tion and c went into the holy city and ap peared to many peo ple.

54 When the cen tu ri on and  those with him who were guard ing  Jesus saw the 
earth quake and all that had hap pened, they were ter ri fied, and ex claimed, 
“Sure ly he was the Son of God!”

55 Many wom en were  there, watch ing from a dis tance. They had fol lowed 
 Jesus from Gal i lee to care for his  needs. 56 Among them were Mary Mag da lene, 
Mary the moth er of  James and Jo seph, d and the moth er of Zeb e dee’s sons.

The Burial of  Jesus
57 As eve ning ap proached,  there came a rich man from Ar i ma thea,  named Jo

seph, who had him self be come a dis ci ple of  Jesus. 58 Go ing to Pi late, he  asked for 
 Jesus’ body, and Pi late or dered that it be giv en to him. 59 Jo seph took the body, 
 wrapped it in a  clean lin en  cloth, 60 and  placed it in his own new tomb that he 
had cut out of the rock. He  rolled a big  stone in  front of the en trance to the tomb 
and went away. 61 Mary Mag da lene and the oth er Mary were sit ting  there op po
site the tomb.

The Guard at the Tomb
62 The next day, the one af ter Prep a ra tion Day, the  chief  priests and the Phar i

sees went to Pi late. 63 “Sir,” they said, “we re mem ber that  while he was  still  alive 
that de ceiv er said, ‘Af ter  three days I will rise  again.’ 64 So give the or der for the 
tomb to be made se cure un til the  third day. Oth er wise, his dis ci ples may come 
and  steal the body and tell the peo ple that he has been  raised from the dead. This 
last de cep tion will be  worse than the first.”

65 “Take a  guard,” Pi late an swered. “Go, make the tomb as se cure as you know 
how.” 66 So they went and made the tomb se cure by put ting a seal on the  stone 
and post ing the guard.

 Jesus Has Risen

28 Af ter the Sab bath, at dawn on the  first day of the week, Mary Mag da lene 
and the oth er Mary went to look at the tomb.

2 There was a vi o lent earth quake, for an an gel of the Lord came down from 
heav en and, go ing to the tomb,  rolled back the  stone and sat on it. 3 His ap pear
ance was like light ning, and his  clothes were  white as snow. 4 The  guards were so 
 afraid of him that they  shook and be came like dead men.

5 The an gel said to the wom en, “Do not be  afraid, for I know that you are look
ing for  Jesus, who was cru ci fied. 6 He is not here; he has ris en, just as he said. 
Come and see the  place  where he lay. 7 Then go quick ly and tell his dis ci ples: ‘He 

a 46 Some manuscripts Eloi, Eloi    b 46 Psalm 22:1    c 53 Or tombs, and after  Jesus’ 
resurrection they    d 56 Greek Joses, a variant of Joseph    
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